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PREFACE. 


AVING been for many years convinced, 
that the beſt way to underſtand the revela- 
tions of ſcripture is to attend to the hiſtory, wherein 
they are tranſmited to us, 1 Sax for that reaſon 
induced to take this ſubject. My preſent 445 
therefore is to explain 1 ' revelations God Ba 
made to men, in the order wherein they lis 
in the ſacred writings, and in their ſeveral 
periods, during the ſtate of innocence, at, and 
after the fall 1 to the flood; and from the flood 
to Abraham. Theſe periods the following diſ- 
courſe includes. A . part will bs ime 
pl ed in conſidering the laws of Moſes, and 

offering the reaſons of that inſtitution, After 
which I ſhall attempt an explanation of the ſuc- 
＋ 1 di / ſations of divine providence towards 
nation, in the ſame biſtarical me. 


be circumſtances which attended, and gave 
riſe to the ſeveral diſcoveries of the doin 
mind, will clearly "ag the fitneſs of each of 
thoſe revelations, The nobleneſs of the defign 
to promote religious virtue aud true bappineſs, 
by fuitable means and powerful motives, will re- 
commend them, And the unity of view, which 
runs through all of them, tho communicated by 
different perſons, and in different ages, will be 
faund no. inconſiderable proof of their divine ori- 
2. Enthuſiaſm and ſuch an unity of deſgu 
77550 inconſiſtent. And the charge of o fn 

4 be 


ion is unreaſonable, ſince the intention *. 


The PREFACE: 
each diſcovery is religious virtue, and what it 
revealed appears, a mſtantes 979 
af 4 proper means to compaſs that end; ; 
when it is not attained, divine reſentment is ex- 
LAG who reſpef Peli only the_means. 

1 bad near finiſhed this Effay, I read 
e two pieres noi Py i 
og brat LT, 42 2 | 
An Day on the ſeveral diſpenfations of God ro 


mankind. Conſulting - with ſome of my 


„ to judgment 
. 5 2 —.— 


ee 


: for which reaſons T have now 
appear abroad. 

If there be any thing new in the Diſſertation 

on the Fall, I bope the difficulty of the ſubjer? 

will procure it a fair and cantid examination. 

had deſigned another Diſſertation on the eo 

but 1 found the biſtory of it would have rarried 


me through all — of ſe z and 
therefore I thought it would be moſt proper to poſt= 
one its 

Tondon, x8 Decembg, 
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For explaining the 


Scripture-Revelations, 

"RUE religion conſiſts in appre- 
bhending the fitneſs and relation 
| of things, and conforming our con- 
duct thereto, from a due regard to the 
authority of the firſt cauſe, by whom this 
firneſs and relation were wiſely conſtitu- 
red. It muſt- therefore evidently follow, 
that the underſtanding ' ſhould be inured 
to attend to the truth and order of 
things; by which it will gain an eaſe and 
readineſs in forming juſt and clear ideas 
of religion, and of its tendency to ren- 
der us perfect, and make us happy, both 
in a private and ſocial character; will 
be qualified to diſtinguiſh the religion 
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An Ess AN for explaining 
| that is true from that which is falſe, and 
to diſcern as well the beauty and force 
of the former, as the deformity and 
weakneſs of the latter; and, in a word, 
will attain its juſt right of direction and 
empae*. | VA 
The conſtant and habitual negle& of 
this depraves both the judgment and 
practice, gives the aſcendent to ſenſe, affe- 
ction, and fancy; which, however ſuited 
they are to our preſent ſtate, while kept in 
proper order, when they are allowed to 
ſteer and guide, will introduce innume- 
rable miſtakes and irregularities in reli- 
gion. Hence it comes to pas, that juſt 
and pure ideas of the Deity, and the tive 
* of ſer y ing him, are corrypted and loſt, 
and falſe ones take place: and the more 
theſe prevail, the more growing is the 
miſchief, and the. wider its unhappy con- 
ſequences ſpread. Who can fully de- 
ſcribe the melancholy ſcene.) The fir 
cauſe is not now apprehended as one moſk 
perfe& mind, but various Gods are intro- 
duced, and each of them repreſented as 
the prevailing. affection directs, The. 
things . which. men conceive. capable of 
doing miſchief, as well as. thoſe. 22 
impart or occaſion, any kind or degree ob 
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> 2p" Shiptilte-Revelarlods- © 4: 

good, how much ſoever beneath them- 
elves, are by their ſenſual and darkned 
minds raiſed into the rank of Gods; and 
the way of worſhiping them is exactly 
agreeable to that which gave riſe to them, 
to wit, ſenſible imagery. ME" £145) 

In this caſe the manner of ſerving 
their ſeveral Deities ever was, naturally 
1s, and will be, as different and various, 
as the frame, paſſions, habits, and be- 
haviour of their reſpective votaries. If 
their conſtitutions were ſtrong and vigo- 
rous, and an activity (which is very 
uſual) reſulted thence; that activity gene- 
rally diſcovered itſelf in the rites of wor- 
ſhip, which they choſe. This appeared in 
the order of prieſts at Rome inſtituted by 
Numa, who were called Sali ', In the 
month of March they were wont to cele- 
brate a religious feaſt to Mars, and be- 
ing habited in a ſhort ſcarlet caſſock, 
having round them a broad belt, and an 
helmet on their head, they went on with 
their ſacred charge, a target in nimble 
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Vid. Plat. in Numa. Salios item duodecim Marti 
Gradivo legit, tunicaeque pictae inſigne dedit, et ſuper tu- 
nicam aeneum pectori tegumen ; coeleſtiaque arma, quaz 
aneilia appellantur, ferre, ac per urbem ire canentes car- 
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4 An Ess AY for explaining 
motion keeping juſt meaſures with their 
feet, and by the various and agreeable 


turns of their bodies they ſhewed great 
ſtrength and agility. png | 

In ſuch, who have a great flow of 
briſk and warm ſpirits, and who are in 
conſequence liable to an heated imagina- 
tion, religious raptures prevail, and ſome- 
times to ſuch 4 degree, as would be 
apt to make thoſe about them apprehend 
they were poſſeſſed with ' Deity ; tho 


the groupe of images, which the over- 


heated fancy has collected and gaily dreſ- 
ſed, and from whence theſe raptures ariſe, 
are confuſed and indiſtinct, and by no 
means agree. to the truth and reaſon of 
things. This is enthuſiaſm, when taken 
in an ill ſenſe, but enthuſiaſm in its ſan- 
guine appearance and gayeſt dreſs. When 
theſe ſpirits are evaporated, and the ima- 
ges grow languid and diſappear, who, 
without danger of ſharing in the hor- 
ror, can paint the dreadful, fable, me- 

lancholy . which frequently enſues? 
Now their God appears to them armed 
with thunderbolts, incircled with terri- 


ble majeſty, poſſeſſed of irreſiſtible power, 
and filled with relentleſs fury; conſe- 


quently. the wretches tremble, and fear 
takes place, that boundleſs paſſion, which 
raiſes a thouſand phantoms to diſquiet 
and tarment. To get rid of theſe, and 


appeaſe 


"the Swale Rerch bl 


pete this idol of their gloom, cruel 
and inhuman rites have been invented 
and practiſed. Paſſions and habits have 
had their ſeveral reſpective influences in 
thaping worſhip. "The man, ho is bred 
to addreſs and ceremony, who! is pleaſed 
with ſoothing and flattery, will not fail 
of apprehending, that t e fame or like 
methods will be ep to Deity; and 
he will — jently fall into trifling rites, 
and mean adulations. An exceſſive fond- 
neſs for gold will lead to make pteſents 
to the Gods of their favourite ſhining 
metal. And if their conduct is under the 
direction of any other criminal inclina- 
tion, they will ſee no abſurdity in de- 
ſeribing their Deities as influenced by the 
ſame deſires; they will naturally take 
this method to countenance themſelves 

in their follies and enormities. 
The diſcerning few, who, attending 
to the truth of thin ſee theſe unhappy 
errors of the genera alley and bulk of man- 
kind, cannot but wiſh that the firſt in- 
relligent mind would reveal his will in 
ſuch a manner, as to recover men from 
theſe ſad and melancholy eircumſtances. 
The poſſibility of ſuch a revelation ; the 
ſuitableneſs of it to the true idea of God, 
and particularly to the notion we muſt 
entertain of his goodneſs; and the expe- 
Wr of ſuch a . to bring men 
| 3 0 


An Ess AI for: eplaining 
to that perfection and happineſs, for 
which they were originally deſign' d; do 
all give conſiderable ground for hope. 

But when the degeneracy, which ren- 
ders ſuch diſcoveries proper and needful, 
is found upon reflection to ariſe from 
the neglect or abuſe of mens natural pow- 
ers, ſuch Laaber muſt be owned to be 
at a great remove from a ſirm and ſet- 
tled ance. If moreover there has 
been, as ſome imagine, a pretty ty general 
expectation, of this kind, it is not un- 
y that it N have taken its riſe from 
Non prece revelation; if it can be 
made appear, * there has been an early 
revelation; made to mankind of. ſome 
other, that was to come after it in due 
time. But whether men have had theſe 
hopes raiſed in them by reaſoning, or 
tradition; it is certain, their having en- 
tertain d ſuch. hopes of a revelation to be 
made to them, ſome. time or other, has 
encouraged. and occaſioned unjuſt preten- 
ſions to it, and upon different views. 
The pretended, nightly. —— of wr 
Wa. wich, the Godels Egeria might be 
deſigned to give ſome, weight, and 
a greater authority on his laws, which 
he apprehended to be for the advantage of 


the — people. A — principle 


ſeems to have influenced Mahomet; who 
N with. * of groſt 


igno-. 


the Seriptute Revelations. 


| tignorance that prevailed at that time, 
and puſhed on by the luſt of ambition, 


made pretenſſon to the character of 4 


ophet; and tobk 4 method to prove 
is Claim, which one would have thought, 


in the ſentiment of all conſiderate pet ſons, 


— have effectually deſtroyed it; natmie- 
ly, by factificing the lives of multitudes 
in War. And witha}, the rewatd he pte 


ed to his followers in patadile, confift= 


in the fulleſt drauglits of ſenſual de- 
Ughits, ſeeris by no means confiſtent With 


the true perfection and happinck of out 


make. as intelli 

Since then there have” been fats pe. 
Cees to revelation, it caritfor but be 
looked as highly feſonable for mich 
to Expreſs caution, to be always on 
their guard in caſes of this Nature. Thi 
eonduct cannot fail of being 9 5 to 

rea- 
very needfol for os, unleß 
and expoſed to the da- 
fing and de ng of eber) 


wilt enchuffaft. | 
frorm Hence teaſon. 


he firſt cauſe, Who is che hight 
for ; 


and it 8 
We WII lie 


Fiarther, it 4 
able, that our powers ſhould be capable 
of iti ting ode revekations from 


gon — herets ; or elſe it 
— 


that wee | 

any care in the exerciſe of chem. They 
dy eren Wr ofr RHD an 

* con- 
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An Ess A 1 for explaining 


concern to direct them aright, if we are 


not capable of formin ng meaſures which 
upon examination ſhall appear ſolid, to 
ſtteer them in order to our arriving, at 
truth and happineſs. The bare ſuppoſal 
that we want ſuch a capacity, is to make 
2 who is the nobleſt being in our 
ſtem, and reaſon, which is his moſt 
0 ſtinguiſhing endowment, more vain, 
and leſs . fired to compaſs the end for 
which they were — than any being 
around us; which ſeems to be mon- 
ſtrouſly abſurd. : 
Let it then carefully be conſider” d, 
whether, if there were any . revelations 
made to us from God, it would not be 
reaſonable to expect, that the following 
characters ſhould attend them: to wit, 
That they ſhould ſome way or other ap- 
cloſely connected with the truth and 
pang of Son and be deſigned to bring 
us to conform our temper and behaviour 
_ thereunto ; that they ſhould; carry in 
them traces of the perfections of that 
being, from whom they are ſuppoſed to 
be derived, who is always conceived: to 
have conſummate wiſdom, extenſive good- 
neſs, boundleſs power, and perfect 7 
and conſequently that there ſhould 


0 nothin 5. in ſuch revelations inconſiſtent 
ſe excellencies; that. they ſhould 
* ſuited 0 male ** as 2 com- 


with 


pound 
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d being, to whom they are made; 
1 ſhould agree to the order of 
things, and be faitable to the circum- 
ſtances. of the perſons to whom they are 
addreſſed ; that, if there be ſeveral, and 
each has a proper reference to che o- 0 
ther, one uniform deſign ſhould run thro 

chem all; and that if _ be repreſented 
as the laſt, it ſhould clearly appear to be 
the completion of the other, and fited 
in the moſt perfect manner to com 
its end, our perfection and happineſs. 
Theſe are the internal characters 7 © 
true revelation: to which may be added 
ſuch inſtances. of power, as exceed the 


known abilities of thoſe who perform 


them, when wrought to confirm a miſ- 
ſion from God to communicate to others 
the original diſcover ies of his will, they 
have receiv d from him; eſpecially it 
thoſe inſtances; of power have an evident 
ſuitableneſs to the doctrines, which are 
N to be confirm d by them. 
Wberever all theſe, marks are found, 


we ſhall be: able to vindicate our conduct. 


in giving a ready cocoptiogs to ſuch a reve-· 
lation. 

Since therefore Moſes, the prophets, 
and the diſciples of Chriſt, pretend in 


velatiqns ; ſer t us fairly and without any 


en examine them by the characters, 
which 


* 


. ſuch re- 


3 
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An EGSGAT for explaining 
which have been now laid down; and 
which T cannot but think every ene will 
readily acknowledge to be juſt. 

It will be proper here to remark, that 


Moſes is an hiſtorian, whoſe antiquity 
and credit we have not the leaſt reaſbi 


to call in queſtion. He is mentioned in 
that character, as well as of a lawgiver, 
by the moſt antlent hiſtorians, of hom 
we have any monumetits *. A great and 
remarkable were formed upon his 
laws, and gontittue to this day to obſerve 
them, 48 fur 15 theit cireuniſtanees will 
admit. 

He begins his hiſto with: a relation 
of the firft origin of things, and the di- 
vine revelations that accompanied, or ſoon 
followed it. And the acccum which he 
has given of theſe events, he tray cafily 
be ſuppoſed to have received by tradition. 
Methufelah might converſe with Adam 
and Noah, Sbem the fori of Noah with 
Abraham, Tfade with Abraham and Jo- 
theſe things might 
_— be corivey'd to Moſes by Amram, 

who lived long enough with To/epb. 


Beſides, if Moſes had writen any thing 


contrary wo truch, u, without | 
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AN ebb: What t revelations Mates, Kbreſente 
0 » dere been made to Adam and. Eve i in, 
(* ber innocebteſtate. rue 
EE The Wiſcoyeries God i reſented 
= N 9 80 made. to 0 them after their fall, 
a an 0. the Tatriarchs. before the flood. 

* P The revelations he relates God to 


. pe made to the Fe de after the 


* ders, and particularly to Abraham. 


n JV ou 'The e eie Which he de- 
dalares . SORT. 2 BOM: N * 


93 
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nf | And vi 1 AY of "wy it will be 


"i 0..giv A 55 8. ſumthary view I "hs 
f. the; acts related, and of the 
A» = chat hiſtory contains, 
o inquire into the credibility of 
them, by hol agreement N the above- 
mentioned characters. 


"nary + I hall conſider the revelations Moſes 
repreſents God to have made to Adam 
and Eve in their innocent eſtate, 
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1. The hiſtory of the facts conrained; | 
in this period Ties thus. Moſes as an hi- 


ſtorian felates, that God created this frame 
of things, in which we are placed, in fix 


days; and he gives a particular account 


of the manner, in which he did create 


them. On the fixth day, after the cattel 


were formed according to their kind, 
God is introduced as ſay ing, Let us make 
man in our image, after our likeneſs,” and 
ler them have dominion : and accordingly 
God is repreſented as creating'them male 
and female, and as bleſſing them, fay- 
ing, Be fruitful, and multiply, and reple- 
niſh the earth, and ſubdue it. But that we 
might have a more diſtin& apprehenſion 
of theſe things,” the hiſtorlan farther ac- 

uaints us, that man was formed out of the 
uf of the gugund, and the Lord breathed 
into his noſtrils the breath of life, and 
man became à living ſoul. To ſhew that 
he was the heir and lord of alf chings, 
God is faid to have brought every beaſt 
of the field, and every fowl of the air 


CE — e nne * * 
e 5 n ene raised 
For the ſolution of the difficulties, that have been rais 


againſt the account, which Moſes gives of the creation 


and deluge, I would refer the curious reader to Mr. 
Whifton's Theory, and the Diſcourſes of Mr, "Ray.  _.. 
| * Kat avivua ine dure N Aue Vid. Fof: Ant. 
Jud. Lib. i. cap. Is, \ 6. ed. Hud/, 75 IJ g '% 
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to him, to receive names. And as there 
was not found among them any crea- 
ture agreeable and anſwering unto him ', 
the Lord God cauſed a deep fp * to . 
upon the man, and from a 

he formed a woman, and — her 
unto. him. Then the man ſaid, this ig 


now bone of my bone, and fleſh of my fleſh ; 


She ſhall be called woman, becauſe ſhe was 


taken out of man; Therefore ſhall a man 
leave his father and his mother, and cleave 
unto his wife, and they ſhall be one 191 
This ſeems to have been after the 
God had put him into a garden, which 
was planted eaſtward in Eden, wherein 
every tree, which was delightful to the 
4 and agreeable for food, was made 
row and flouriſh: and in the midſt 


ie garden there was the tree of life *, 


—_ 2 
— 3 


* *Oux den Candle dus. d,. Xx. 
* gg. LXx. 
3 Vid. Huet. De fits paradif. 


— 


Ve tree of life : called ſo, becauſe the fruit of it was 
dine, proper to re ir the animal ſpirits, and Lr 


ſerve the conſtitutions of the firſt * while 2 
continue innocent, in 9 ſhould 
_ fit to tranſlate them. en when they 

rol! por they were baniſhed. from Paradiſe, leſt 


take of the tree of life, and eat; and live for 
— This method of preſerving them from death, upon 


ſuppoſition that God deſigned, had they continued innocent, 
that they ſhould be immortal, F 
to divine wiſdom. | 


4 
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and the tree of knowledge of good and 
evil. This garden the man and his con- 
ſort were to dreſs and manage; and of 
every tree in it they had leave freely to eat, 
except the tree of knowledge of good and 
evil, of which they were not to eat; if 
they did, they were ſurely to die. This 
teſtraint was laid upon them. Thus 
things were ſetled; and God, ceaſing from 
his works, appointed to the happy pait 
the ſeventh day to celebrate his wiſdom 
and — 2 which appeared conſpicu- 
dus therein. 
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the Sctipture-Revelations. 
- Now it eannot reaſonably be doubt- 
ed, that this part of the hiſtory contains 
ſome revelations. Revelation ſtands op- 
poſed to the knowledge, which ariſes from 
the reflection we make upon ourſelves, 
and the things which are around vs. 
Adam and Eve might by the uſe of their 


natural powers certainly know, that they 


were not the cauſe of their own, exiſtence, 
or of the exiſtence of thoſe delightful ob- 
jets, wherewith they were entertained in 
that garden; that therefore there muſt 
be ſome other cauſe: but to ſettle this 


point in the rogue clearneſs and com- 


paſs of it longer diſcuſſion, than 
appears congruous to their-circumſtances. 
It is manifeſtly. impoſſible for them to 
have known the manner in which the 
things about them were created, or how 
they themſelves had been formed; that 
Adam had been made out of the duſt of 
the ground, the Lord God breathing into 
him the breath of life; or that Eve was 
framed out of him. Beſides, it is twice 
ſaid; that the Lord God pur Adam into 
the garden he had planted for him; that 
the Lord God brought to Adam all the 
cartel to receive names from him; that 
he. brought Eve. unto. him, and ſome 


Way or qther- 


his. 


fleſh, and had been taken out of 
| bim; 


was bone of his bones, and fleſh of 
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him: all which expreſſions ſeem evi- 


dentiy to imply, that there was a vi 
glorious appearance, called after 


the preſence of God, attended probably 
with miniſtring angels. It does not ſeem 


eaſy otherwiſe to conceive, how Adam, 
a conſcious being, cloathed wich body, 


could be, faid to be put by the Lord 


God into paradiſe; nor how Eve, after 


her formation, could be ſaid to be 
brought: to Adam; nor how the cattel 


could be ſaid to have been brought, or leu 


up, by the Lord God to Adam, * 
gave them their names. 

It appears altogether unlikely, if not 
impoſſible, that the firſt pair. ſhould 
form a language for their mutual inter- 


courſe and converſe. They had indeed 
organs ſuited for ſpeech ; but repeated 
eſſays, and long 1 muſt be re- 
em intelligibly and 
clearly to convey to one another in words 
proper notices of the thoughts, that ſprung 


quiſite, to inable 


up in the mind of each of them; and 


yet their mutual joys ariſing from a 
conſciouſneſs of their exiſtence, and from | 


a view and confideration of the ha 


circumſtances, in which they found them- | 


ſelves ſituated, made it highly fit and 
deſirable, chat they ſhould be capable of 


| immediatel wha, to each other the 


ok They 1 I" their 3 2 
When 
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When they were firſt incroduced inte 

our bee and a eget garden, 14 is 

þ o conceive, how they cou 

the" W of "their natural e 
now. upon "What tenure they were to 

occupy 180 enjoy that delightful ſcene ; 

or that they had a claim of right to the 

Whole profiluce, and all the fruits of Pa- 

radiſe. 


© They. cannot at firſt be ſuppoſed ts 
hays! known themſelves perfectly. They 
he boden and probably did, fee. 
atk other 'coathed with glory, y, and 
ght thence be induced to "conſider 
a an q each other, as bright and 
cautiful b Frag but they could not be 
; Bord, Rog uainted with their own frame, 
as to be a Br cettainly to conclude, that 
all che fruit, which they ſaw with plea- 
te 8 around them, was good 


and proper for their food and nouriſh- 
7 158 A might be” ſome kinds of 
Fruit, which tho . to their eyes, 
4 4nd” relatively "good to other creatures, 
afld ſuited to Mo and ſuſtain W 


Ait. 38. | 

1 'Venenls capreae et mates . er 17 
 ſcunt, placidiflitug/animalia.” Plin. Nat. Hf. L. L. 5 92 
© Coty eneni ſemen gratiſimus cibus. L. x. * $33 
4d. Par. Vid. Solin, Polyb. 

© Tantaque'in his'rebus diſtantia differitaſque it, 
Ut quod alis Gbus eſt, alils fuat acre venenum. 
Fneterea nobis veratrum eſt acre venenum, 


WA” e Lucret. iv 640. 
8 might | 
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might yet not be ſuitable co their conſti- 
tution and make, and therefore improper 


ſor them to meddle with. Theſe things 


could hardly: have been known without, 
and ſeem to have been opened and cleared 
by, revelations from Gd. 


2. Let us now ſee, whether the account 
Moſes has given us of theſe tranſactions, 


and the revelations this part of his hi- 


ſtory contains, do. not appear. agreeable 
to the characters of a genuine revelation 
before laid down, and conſequently wor- 
thy to be received by us, 8 

When God had fited up this frame 
and ſtructure, and furniſhed it with ſuch 


a pleaſing variety, it became highly pro- 


per, that there ſhould be created an order 
of beings, capable of enjoying it in ſuch 
a manner, as that the wonderful diſplays 
of the divine wiſdom, power, and good- 


neſs might be remarked and celebrated. 


It would not have been fo agreeable to 
divine wiſdom, becauſe it was manifeſtly 
unneceſſary, that more than a pair of 


ſuch beings ſhould be created at firſt. 
A long train of deſcendants ſpringing from 
this firſt pair, by the manner of their 


being called into exiſtence, came under 
the ſtrongeſt obligations that can be con- 


ceived to maintain mutual affection, and 


2 might 
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might receive and tranſmit down to po- 


ſterity, wich great ae the firſt diſ- 
coveries God ſhould think fit 


ſonable and fit, that 
not only innocent, a 


to converſe with God, and be inno- 


ſenſe which were around them; but like- 
wile that they ſhould begin to exiſt in a 


proper anpl, or perfection: and that when 
they were in bodies, and entertained with 


the agreeable. objects of Paradiſe, there 


ſhould be a viſible glorious preſence of 
the Lord God, attended with angels, be- 


ings of an order ſuperior to that, in which 


oy 


they were placed. All this appears con- 


grvous, and ſuited to their compound na- 
cure. 


i 


d to impart 
af his mind and will. It Was very rea- 
ſhould be created 
with powers ſuiĩt- 
ed to anſwer the end of their make, 


cently entertained with the objects of 


19 


- - 2) oo BED „% £o—> LES eG Go oe ooo ñ !. «„ 4 K _ TR Vt wes * wo » ve — — 


TP 


e TO #4; 

An E $8 AT for explaining 

vour them with the knowledge of rheſe: 
important and "neceflary * things. And 
when in their firſt formation they wanted 
nothing but language, to make them im- 
mediately capable 15 praiſing their ma- 
ker, and enjoying the raviſhing pleaſures 
of mutual converſe; it muſt appear 
wiſe and good in God to impart this 
gift immediately, inſtantly to teach them 
language, and not leave them to form 
it by long obſervation and experience: 
Nothing could be more p bir than that 
theit kind creator ſhould forbid what he 
knew would be hurtful; and when it was 
beautiful, and apt to ſtrike the ſenſes witli 
pleaſure, it was particularly needful, that 
they ſhould be cautioned againſt gratify- 
ing their inclinations to taſte and eat it 
That circumſtance naturally led the fa- 
ther of their ſpirits to teach theſe his 
offspring, who in conſequence of his 
breathing into them the breath of life, 
became rational as well as living, that it 
would concern them to lay feſtraints on 
their appetites to what Was ſenſible; and 
to appriſe them, that thence their greateſt 
danger would ariſe. This warning ſeems 
more particularly ſraſohable, and ſuired 
10 their preſent circumſtances, chan an 
expreſs command or pofitive injunction of 
love to himſelf, and mutual affection to 
each other. 8 F 
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the Scripture-Revelations. 


RY pleaſant garden, in the midſt where- 
of was the tree of life, which might 
inſpire them with hopes of immortality ; 


a ſenſible glory around them; and a viſi- 
ble glorious appearance. of their creator, 


attended with angels; 4 1 to be a 


ſtate worthy the gift of divine wiſdom 


and goodneſs, and every way Proper for 
the trial, improvement, and farther advan- 


ces of the firſt parents of mankind, _ 


II. I am now to conſider the hiſtorical 
relation Moſes gives us of the fall, and the 
diſcoveries he repreſents God as making 


of himſelf ſoon after it, to the patriarchs 


+ 


before the flood. And then by the marks 
already given we ſhall be able to diſcern, 


whether theſe appear credible, and fit to 


be received. 


I. The hiſtorian has nor acquainted us, 


how long this firſt pair continued in their 


innocent and happy ſtate, It has been 


conjectured, but I think without any 2 
c 


pearance of probability, that they fell 
lame day, in which they were created. 


I be hiſtory lies thus: After the beaſts 


and cattel were created, man was form' d 


and put by God into the garden; and af- 


ter he had given names to the creatures, 


which were brought to him, he fell into a 


deep ſleep, and from his fide Eve, who 
Was agreeable and ſuitable to him, when 


C 3 there 


23 


1 4 5 * 
22 


N E A W Ut 


the beings he had given names to, was 


created and brought to him, and owned 


by him to be a proper companion, and 
to deſerve his affection, ſince ſhe was ta- 


ken out of him. Then we find the con- 
nuance in theſe happy circumſtances de- 


pended; and the ſeventh day was ap- 
pointed for the worſhip of the great 


creator. Now is it reaſonable to appre- 
hend, that they ſhould. immediately of- 
fend? It ſeems much more rational to 
think, that the pleaſures of their ſituation 


ſhould for ſome time entertain them; and 
that in Cope they ſhould, with af- 


fections raiſed by the many favours they 
were in the poſſeſſion of, ldcans the di- 
vine bounty. It is likely, that ſo ſoon as 
they found themſelves capable of it, they 
converſed with each other with the ten- 


dereſt emotions of mutual affection, 
about the profuſion of goodneſs which 
their creator had expreſſed to them; 


and it can hardly be thought, that this 


ſhould appear the moſt proper ſeaſon to 
make an artful addreſs, with an intention 
to ſeduce them. It appears likewiſe 


from the hiſtory, that Eve was at- 


tacked when ſeparated from Adam. And 


can it be judged probable, that this cir- 
 curnſtance ſhould haue happened ſo very 


ſoon f For 
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For theſe reaſons it ſeems highly im- 
probable that this „1 ſhould be true, 
and yet it is not likely that they continued 
long in this their innocent eſtate; fince, if 
they had perſiſled ſtedfaſtly in their duty 
po a conſiderable time, hey would have 
acquired ſuch an habit of well-doing, as 
would not have been ſo eafily loſt. The 
filence of the hiſtorian may 15 ſufficient 
to check too curious an enquiry about 
this; who is very expreſs and particular in 
deſcribing the occaſion of the fall, and 
what followed upon it. 
Now that ſerpent ' (whoſe hiſtory it is Chap. 3. 
neceſſary to relate, in order to ſet in a due 
light the future circumſtances of the firſt 
pair, and account for the different cha- 
racters of their deſcendants) was more 
ſubtle * —_— beaſt of the field, which the 


Lord God 27 for be ſaid unto 
the woman : whereas no other had the 
C4 pPrivilege 


Hanacdſeb: and it is remarkable that it is expreſſed 
thus thro the whole ſtory, as by the Lxx & dic. 

Y 1 as well as a bad ſenſe. 
Prov. vii. 5. O 775 e . KN, Spuenty 


That the Heb ey price 2 wc | 
2 fon the follow. 
xxii. 25. 75 * 4 hath made Jas: 
* us and you ; ye children | of Reuben, | 
children o Gad, ye have no part in the Lord; for peur 
dren | ace cles ah fon fern th br 
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privilege of ſpeech, or an ability bf cb 
verſing with man, And it is not itmpt- 
bable, that he mi gbt take of the fruit 200 
eat, before he "dreſed the following 
ſpe ech to her, bop ping that the Woman 
ogg ſuppoſe that Page to have been 
the conſequence of the fruit. Is it fo", 
that God Path ſaid, ye ſhall not tat 9 "ary 
{or N J free of the garden ? By th 

uiry the ſerpent put on the 155 
of b ing, ignorant of the prohibition, leſt 
he ſhould be ſuſpected of an intention 

to deceive. To this the woman replied': 
We may eat of the e uit 7 the trees in We 
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A ee be our 1 + fall 
e. _ - - Sam. ii. 1 2 i bat 
at, tte prieſt s jervant came, aid to 1 
. 225 0 to roof} fir the eft, and be 
(© it runs in the Hebrew) Love lan Meſh of” thee, but 
raw :. which, becauſe that rendering ſcarce makes ſenſe 
of the words, our verſion with good reaſon tranſlates, for 
be will aer 4. he &c. Mic. vii. 8. * 
fat FEE 25 c 05 57 ors, that e 

r „K 
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foal have) ana if, and (or for) 7 ill raiſe him , 
at t 


be 5 day. Noldius de 2 

N cur ? Vulg. bee der Oite ; 
Vid. 1 et Patric. in loc. 4 
2 . given. chis rendering, Ra fait 
bear it Pal. cxliii 2 For in thy lle, man (or Sal | 
. not any. man). Iii be juſtify — in the ſentiment oſ 
me ns * which the woman 
na may cat . trees of the ark 
47 hu os 1 the. frait of £ 
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mn, hut herbe fruit of thut tree, which 
is in Te all of Th MN, re 
ald, Ye ſhall not eut of it, neither ſbail ye 
Ja, it, len ye The ſerpent then 
took again of che =" and eat of ĩt in 
her preſence, and ptoceeded in his ad- 
dreſs to her, tellin 22 with the _ 
aſſurance, - Ye heh "not ſurely n 
an inſtance of - contrary you have in 
me, who'am ſo far from dying upon a re- 
peated eating of the fruit, that Lam im- 
provd in luſtre, even to reſemble a ſe- 
raph. And whereas when you juſt now 
mentioned this! fruit, you only in * 
faid, the fruit of that tree, Whi 
the midſt of the J e IL now ir tra 
eating of it know the name of the tree, 
ap the reaſon why it iscall'd fo, it is the 
rree , knowledge 'of good and evil, be- 
cauſe it opens the eyes, enlarges the view, 
and im wider and more extenſive 
knowledge: and God: [Elohim]* knows, 
| that 


the 
woman, Tea, hath God ſaid ? the word Elobim: 
e uſe of, 'and continued thro the temptation ; 
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26 An ESS AT for explaming 
that in the day ye eat thereof, then 
eyes ſhall Firs} and ee (ag 
Gods ', knowing good and evil. And when 
the woman ſaw that the tree was good for 
Food (which is an undeniable. proof that 
the ſerpent took of the fruit of it, and 
eat before her: for otherwiſe how could 
ſhe ſee that the tree was good for food?) 
and that it was pleaſant to the eyes, and a 
tree to be defired to make one wiſe, ſhe took 
of the fruit thereof. and did eat, and gave 
alſo. unto her husband with her, and be did 
nn 
Thus the temptation ſucceeded, and 
the eyes of them both were opened: they 
had indeed received: knowledge by eat- 
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elude, that this conduct of the hiſtorian was without ſome 
view. It is not unlikely, that Moſes by this might ne 
| to lead the reader to apprehend the way, by which 
temptation unhappily ſucceeded. 'The ambiguity of the 
word FElobim, which ſometimes ſignifies God, and ſome- 
times the angel who attended the preſence, might occa- 
ſion Eve to doubt whether ſhe underſtood aright the pro- 
hibition, which was given to Adam (Gen. ii. 16, 1 7) 
and by him to her; eſpecially ſince ſhe taw, that the ſor- 
pent upon eating the fruit of the tree was ſo far from 
dying, that he ſeem'd to her in conſequence to im in 
knowledge ; from whence ſhe might conclude with ſome 
colour, that if ſhe ſhould eat of it, ſhe ſhould be as the 
Elabim, knowing good and evil; that is (ay ſome) what 
is fit to do without any advice or inſtruction, and without 
any reſtrajnt. 
* Cerabrebin. Onk. as the princes, having extenſive 
knowledge... ws Ig6;. Sept. Cemalacin r in, ut an- 
geli magni. Jonathan. Vid, 2 Sam. xiv. 0. 
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ing, bot in à very unhappy way; for 
they kjiew that they were naked, and hid 
themſelves. ne they were innocent 
they were naked, and were not aſhamed, 
but could appear before God, and con- 
verſe with the "Elohim ; but now they 
were naked in ſuch a ſenſe, as to have 
loſt their veſtment of glory ', the mark 
of their dominion, and pledge of their 
Immortality. And what courſe do they 
take? They hide themſelves in the gar- 
den, and | ſewo together fig leaves * (which 
were large and broad in the eaſtern coun- 
tries) for a ſhady ſcene : to ſcreen them- 
ſelves, or a covering which they girt * 
about them. How weak does fear ariſing 
from guilt render our firſt parents! When 
in the ads the day they heard the voice 
of the Lord God in, in the garden, 
and moving towards them, and perhaps 
with ſome marks different from what 
they had ever known before, they hid 
themſelves from the preſence of the Lord 
God among the trees of the garden. Then 
the Lord God called to Adam, ſaying, Where 
art pou ? Not that he needed _= infor- 
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mation, but as a proper introduction 
2 judicial inquiry into bis condu&t., f 
tke 1 we have in Gen. iv. 19. 
Adam 3 I beard: thy voice, and I 
was afraid, ecauſe am naked, 1. e. find 
myſelf diveſted of glory. And the Lord 
God aid, Who tald thee that thou art na- 
hed? Haſt thou eaten of the tree, whereof I 
' commanded thee that tho not eat? 
by theſe queſtions intimating that it was 
his deſign, that Adam ſhould be deprived 
of this glory upon his tranſgreſſing. Adam 
Fell under conviction, but indeavoured to 
extenuate his guilt, by charging it on the 
woman, whom God had, given him. Then 
God applied to her, and ſhe threw the 
guilt on the ſerpent. The Lord God 
proceeded then, as judge, to pronounce 
ſentence, as it became an offended, and 
yet a propitious governor. He begins 
with the ſexpent, becauſe, he was the in- 
ſtrument by which the woman had been 
ſeduced. And tbe Lord God ſaid to the 


— — — 


1 The word, Which is rendered told, is not amar but 
Higgid, and fignifies diſcovered. The Yulgate and 1Lxx. 
tranſlate the words thus: Quit enim — tibi quod nudus 
 effes, niſi &c. Tis amryyunt on GN tyuurds , iu had 
Kc. And it is not improbable, that Ms, quis, may have. been 


put by tranſcribers for Meb, quid, thro the likeneſs of the 


found, as, Fudg. xiii. 17. Mi ſchemeka, What is thy name F 
If fo, the ſentence will then run: ¶ bat has diſcovered that 
thou wvaſt naked ? Haſft thou eaten of the tree. xc? 


3 ſerpent 
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ſerpent, Becauſe thau haſt dme this, 
oP ho in the of a 


uiled the woman) dll 
ed, — 2 every beaſt of the fone 
And the a little while fince in the ſorm of 
a ſhining and erect thou didſt 
inſinuate to her, that eating of the for · 
biden fruit had not only —— thy 
luſtre, but thy knowledge and that i 


will ab — AX 44% 
ence ſhalt 7 on 

4% ſhalt ale, eat all ah days, that 7 — 
ſhalt live in this figure, wherein at pre- 
ſent I detain thee. And I will put eumity 
between thee, à wicked and malicious ſe- 
ducer, and the women, who, by the view 
— abaſemont, dy che ſad con- 

her compliance with thy 
ſubtle addreſs, and che favour which 1 
ſhall expreſs in recovering her to a hope 
of life, (hall be reduce — a — and 
ſub) ; and between thy ſeed, ſuch as 
ſnall be thy children by reſemblance, and 
her ſeed, as influenced by a ſincere regard 
1 FOR R's of NOT righ- 
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An Ess A for explaining 
teouſneſs ; it ſball bruiſe thy head, deſpoil 


thee of thy ſovereignty and power (for 
in the head of the ſerpent lies his ſtrength) 
ſhalt bruiſe his heel, bring leſſer 


and thou 


inconveniences and miſchief upon them. 


This ſentence denounced againſt the ſer- 


pent could not but convince the firſt pair 
of the diſpleaſure of God, at their eating 
of the forbiden fruit, and the gr | 
of their guilt; and at the ſame time aſſure 


them of their reprieve, and the delay of 


the execution of death, with hope of a 
ſeed which . ariſe, and — ſome 
way or ot deſtroy the poli and 
— Mrs of the — and — the 
unhappy conſequences which followed 
the entrance of fin into the world. The 
Lord God then proceeds to ſentence the 
woman, who was firſt in the tranſgtreſſion, 
and had ſeduced Adam. Whereas thou 
haſt been invited to offend by what ap- 
peared pleaſant to thy ſenſes, and had 


the proſpect of making thee as the El- 


bim, to know what is fit to do without 
advice or reſtraint, I vill greatly mul- 


eiply. thy forrow-and thy conception, in ſors - 


row ſhalt thou bring forth children; and to 
thy huchand ſhall thy defire be, and in con- 
. ont." "To 


> 3 THT xX. Tegnoes. Cot. oe 
* Obedientia tua. Viro tibi praecipienti dbedies. Aber 
Zara. Pendebis a marito, Caſtal. 
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Adam 


tbr Seri prure-Revelarioris. - | 
Adam. hd was now the only 


remaining to be ſentenced, he fig: Be. | 


cauſe thou” haſt had ſuch a regard tõ thy 
w_ as to hearken to her voice, and eat 
the tree, of which” I commanded thee, 
ing, Thou ſhalt not eat Hit: curſed be 
the ground for thy ſake, in ſorrow 2 be 
thou” eat of it all the days bf thy 7 
Thorns alfo and thiſtles ſtall 1 bri 
to thee, and thou ſhalt eat of oh Fark 
the field, the ordinary. food of beaſts, a 
not without hard labour, inſtead of the 
delicious fruits of Paradiſe". In the feeat 
o thy face 'thou ſhalt eat bread, till thou 
unto the ground; for out of it thou 
— taken: for duff thou art, and unto 
duſt thou ſhalt return. ee 


Adam finding that God bad expreſs 


favour to him in the manner of his pro- 
cedure, and in the promiſe of a ſeed 


from tlie woman, whereby undue reſent- 


ment to her, hb had been the occaſion 
of his fall, and of the miſeries that fol- 
lowed upon it, might be removed, chan 

her former name Iſcha, Which he him- 
felf had given her, into Chavab, or Eve: 
becauſe. ſhe was the mother of all living. 
By this he expreſſed a firm belief of the 
INE ced, which was to bruiſe the 
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parents 

. to w ry epen- 
dance they were further led by be 
Cloathed with. their Nins, , prepared for 
that purpoſe by che divine order, 

Theſe things were of immediate ſer- 
vice to Adam and Eve, tho be be 
not unn at preſent any anal 
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the Scripture-Revelations. 
tween this, and the Meſſias's making 


himſelf a facrifice in the laſt diſpenſa- 


tion. f 


And now 


man is become as; one of us, to know. good 


and evil. Moſt interpreters. a 


that in this figurative manner of e xpreſ- 
ſion God reproaches their folly, in think- 
ing to increaſe their knowledge in an im- 


Hier way, and lays in to prevent the 


ike conduct for the future. The words 
however may be rendered thus: Behold 
the man is become as one from us to 
know good and evil. | 
forth 92 Band, and take alſo of the tree 
of life; and eat, and live for ever (being re- 
ſtored by its ſanative virtue) which, 
ſince he has offended, it is not proper 
he ſhould, let us expel him. So he drove 
out the man, and placed at the eaſt of the 
gizabderuanagatic cog; ial gd gt a6; 


.* 'The. prepoſition is thus rendered in ſeveral places, 
Mic. vii. 12. In that day alſo he ſhall came even to thee 
from ria. 2 Chron. xxv. 5. Aud he numbered them from 
a ſen of tacenty years old and above. The Targum of On- 
kelos runs, Ha Adam hu c. Ecce Adam unicus eſt in ſeculo 


er ſe Kc. os els is wat. Sept. The ſenſe may pro- 


bably be this: Behold the man is in the world, 
from himſelf, having by his conduct ſeparated himſelf 
from us. The Chaldee word jachidi is derived from a 
term, which ſometimes fignifies /eparate. Vid. Buxt. Lex. 
Talm. This interpretation ſeems to be favoured by. Jarchi, 
who explains the words in this manner : Behold he [Adam] 
is fin in the lower world, as I am in the uper, to 


D i garden 


the Lord God ſaid, Belull the 


And now left. he put 
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garden of Eden cherubims and a flaming 
ſword : that is, an angel, whoſe quick 
motions attended with brightneſs reſem- 
bled the vibrations of a ſword. Here 
Fehovah appeared at the expulſion of 
Adam and Eve in a terrible manner, to 
guard the entrance of the garden, and 
ſecure the paſſage to the tree of life. © 

The hiſtorian proceeds to give an ac- 
count of ſome of the eminent deſcen- 
dants of Adam, and of what happened 
to them which was moſt remarkable ; and 
every thing he ſets down, appears to be 
wiſely choſen, . 1%) 

Eve conceiv'd and bare Cain. The 
reaſon of the name is affigned, I heave 
goten a man from the Lord. She ap- 
prehended probably, that he was the pro- 
miſed ſeed ; and, if fo, it's a clear andevi- 
dent proof, that the former relations are 
not to be turned into allegories, but to 
be interpreted as plain facts. 

There was, no doubt, ſome reaſon, 
tho Moſes does not relate it, why, when 
the brother was born, the name Hebel, 
which ſignifies vanity, was given to him. 
He was @ keeper of ſheep, and Cain @ til. 
ler 25 the ground. And in proceſs of time, 
at the end of days, that is, on the conclu- 
ſion of the year, or after harveſt, it came 
to paſs, that Cain brought of * of the 
ground an offering to the Lord; and Abel, 


the Scriptute-Revelations. 
he of brought, to the preſence of the 
550 at 1 2 0 7 _ 
en, of . lings of his flock, and 0 
the 1 Fach Brow! what 44 
agreeable to their different imployments, 
intending thereby to expreſs their ac- 
knowledgment of God, as the author of 
every «x ** *Tis not improbable, that 
they might be inſtructed herein by their 
father, | | ; 
And the Lord had reſpect to Abel, in ſet- 
ing on fire, and burning up his offering 
by a ſtream of glory from himſelf. 
But to Cain and his offering be had no 
reſpett, not ſo much as to ſhine upon his 
ſheaves. This had a ſtrange effect upon 
Cain; for he was wreth, and his countenance 
fell. It is not unlikely, that he was made 
to believe by his mother, that he, bein 
the firſt born, was the ſeed, which G 
had promiſed to bruiſe the ſerpent's head. 
When he ſaw therefore fuch a diſtin- 
guiſhing mark of God's ſpecial favour to 
Abel, he 
ed to kill him, that he might not be ſup- 
planted by him in his hope. The Lord 
then ſaid unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? 
and iwby is thy countenance fallen? Canſt 
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grew jealous, and was tempt- 
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36 An Ess A for explaining 
thou imagine, that I am partial in my re- 
gards ? If thou dbeſt well, ſhall there not be 
excellency *, and an elevation of thy face, 
as the effect of a reaſonable hope of ac- 
ceptance and of reward, and forgive- 


neſs of unavoidable frailties? And if 
thou doeft not well, fin (the puniſhment of 
ſin) lieth at the door *, that is, is near, and 
ready to attend the offence ; or /in couches 
as a lion, and is in a readineſs to enſlave 
and captivate thee. And to (or with) thee 
ſhall be the defire of it, and (or however) 


| 1 
Tho it is extremely difficult to ſettle the meaning of 
this paſlage, it may not however be improper to repreſent 
the various interpretations, which have been given of them, 
and leave the reader to chooſe that, which he ſhall think 
fit to give the preference to. * 
If thou 3 ſhall) do æuell, fall there not be a lifting 
»þ (of thy face, as there is now a caſting of it down) or 
acceptance (Gen. xix. 21. See, I have lifted up thy face, 
which our tranſlators render, I have accepted thee) or a 
carrying away a bleſſing and reward (Pal. xxiv. 5. He ſhall 
receive the b ing from the Lord. To this ſenſe the Yul- 
gate inclines : Nonne, fi bene egeris, recipies? or as 
Theodotion ſais, acceptabile erit munus ? munus tuum ſuſ- 
cipiam, ut ſuſcepi fratris tui) or forgiveneſs (ſo Onk. Fon. 
Fer. J. explain it) or excellency ; in Which ſenſe it is | 
uſed, Gen. xlix. 3. of Reuben Jacob's firſt born. | | 
F thou doeft not well, fin (puniſhment, Lev. xx. 20.) 
lieth at the door, is near and ready at hand. In diem 
judicii peccatum ſervatum eſt, in qua futurum eſt, ut ulciſca- 
tur de te, fi non converteris ; et fi converteris, dimittetur 
tibi. On. Fon. Fer. Or fin heth at the door ready to 
ſeize and captivate thee. Statim in foribus peccatum 
aderit. Vulg. Peccatum cubat. Syr. Quumque non bene 
egeris, quocumque porrexeris, peccatum tuum cubans eſt. 
Arab. Et ad fores cordis tui peceatum jacebit. For. 
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#hou ſhalt rule over it, if thou exerteſt thy 
powers, and improveſt thy advantages. 
| D 3 215; "BREFS 
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Our verſion reads theſe words: And his defire ſhall be to 
thee, and thou ſhalt rule over him; which ſome refer to Abel, 
and explain as an aſſurance, that Cain ſhould however have 
his right of primogeniture, and be ſuperior to his brother. 

But againſt this interpretation it is objected, that in 
the preceding words there is no mention made of Abel, 
and that the moſt antient interpreters and verſions give a 
different ſenſe, and refer the words to in, which is men- 
tioned immediately before. To thee (or in and with thee. 
Vid. Ar. Mont. and Ainſworth) ſhall be the defire of it 
(fin) and (or however) thou ſhalt rule over it. To this 
purpoſe is the note in the margin of 4Bp. Cranmer's 
Bible : Sin doth provoke and ſtir thee to kill thy brother, 
take heed and give no place to it, but reſiſt it and be 
lord over it. See Dr. Feffery's Vol. of Sermons. Sed ſub 
te erit appetitus ejus, et tu dominaberis illius. Yule, 
'The Syriac verſion refers it to fin, tho the ſenſe of the He- 
brew is quite miſtaken by the tranſlator : Peccatum cu- 
bat, tu 22 ad illud, et ipſum dominabitur tibi. 

yumque non bene egeris, quocumque porrexeris, peccatum 
RT et ad te foedtar moderatio ejus, et tu es 
qui dominaris illius per electionem. Arab. Et ad fores 
cordis tui peccatum jacebit, verum in manu tua tradidi 
poteſtatem ipſius concupiſcentiae malae, et ad te appetitus 
ejus, et tu dominaris illi, ſive ad juſtitiam, ſive ad pecca- 
tum. Jon. Fer. J. 

Tho againſt this interpretation it may be objected, that 
chataah is of the feminine gender, and the defire of it, 
and thou ſhalt rule over it, is of the maſculine ; yet the beſt 
critics agree, that the Hebrew writers do not always ob- 
ſerve the gender : an undoubted inſtance of which we have 
in this very text, the word lieth, when it is faid, fin lier 
at the door, being maſculine. | 

The learned. Lightfoot gives a ſenſe of the term 
different from all other interpreters, and explains it ＋ 
ſin offer ing, and tells us that the ſacrifices were brought to 


the door of the tabernacle. But, beſides that the werd 


lieth (which ſignifies to couch as a lion) is never uſed in 
ob => 
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38 An Ess AI for espluining 
Here we have early diſcoveries of ſuch 
religious principles, as are of the greateſt 


importance: That God makes a difference 
between thoſe who do well, and ſuch as 
act the contrary: that ſacrifices and the 
appearance of devotion will not be ac- 
cepted, if they proceed not from ſuch, 

who are in their diſpoſition and beha- 
viour ſincerely pious and good: that no 
external advantages will avail, if real 
integrity be wanting: that puniſhment 
is certainly near to fin, and will undoubt- 
edly follow it, unleſs prevented by real 
and fincere repentance: and as an incou- 
ragement to this, that tho fin is ready to 


that iemie, which the learned author would inſinuate to his 
reader; the meaning that ariſes from his expoſition: wiz. 
If thou doeſt well, {halt thou not be accepted ? and if thou 
doeſt not well, a ſin offering lieth at the door to purge oft 
all guilt, and ſet every thing right : ſeems to carry in it 
ſuch a contradiction to the of the place, as makes it 
no way. proper to entertain it. . 
The Lxx render the words: Our iy, p dd: Tgoowrynus, 
tevas os . nuagles 3 rovgaro, meds od if ave- 
groen uU, 7 ov Ae dd. thou offereſt well, but 
diwideſt not well, reading probably. for clapheths atthoth, 
which is derived from a word that rather ſignifies to break 
and divide. See Sim. Crit. Hiſt. B. i. cb. 5. Haft thou 
not fine? Be calm; his defire ſhall be to thee, and 
thou en I ſhall not offer every thing 
that might juſtly. be ſaid againſt this interpretation, 
remark that naſcha, from whence ſeeth-comes, — 
Old Teſtament ſignifies 4 offer 3- and yet upon this the 
rendering intirely depends: and indeed the whole verſion 
is contrary; to, and inconſiſtent with the Hebrew text, 
Theſe are all the ſenſes which have occur'd to me of 
this difficult place. I have taken that which ſeems to me 
the beſt, but leave every reader to his own choice. 
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- the Scripture-Revelations. 
inſlave him, who does not well, and the 
deſire of it is in or with him, yet that 
defire may be ſubdued. _ 1 

One would imagine that ſuch admo- 


nitions {ould have taken effect; but jea- 


louſy and reſentment, attended with vi- 
cious habits, prompted Cain, when he 
had taken his brother abroad, apart 
from all company and aſſiſtance, to aſ- 
ſault him at an advantage, and murder 


him. A voice then from the preſence 


demanded of him, where Abel his bro- 
ther was. To which he had the hardi- 
neſs to reply, I know not: am I my bro- 
ther's keeper? Then ſaid God to him, 
what haſt thou done ? The woice of t 

brother's blood cryeth to me from the grou 

and now art thou curſed from the earth, 
baniſhed from thy father, and from that 
country, which thou haſt ſtained with thy 


brother's blood. When thou tilleſt the 


ground, it ſhall not henceforth yield unto 
thee ber flirength : a fugitive and vagabond 


ſhalt thou be in the earth. 


Upon this ſentence, which probably 
was denounced in a manner a 
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In the Hebrew the words run, And Cain ſaid to Abel 
his brother, without acquainting us with what he ſpoke to 
him. This deficiency is remarked by the Maſarethas in 
their note on the place, and is ſupplied by the Samaritan 
copy, the Lxx: and the Yulg. let us go into the field; and 
in a larger manner by the Feru/. Targ. e 
* D 4 with 
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| with terror, Cain, Who was a little be- 
fore indecent, fell into deſpair. My fn, 
ſals he, is greater than may be forgrven, 
or my puniſhment is greater than ] can bear. 
Behold, thou haft driven me out this day 
from the face of this earth, where my pa- 
rents reſide; and from thy face ſhall I be 
hid, baniſhed and deprived of all divine 
manifeſtations made to them; and it ſhall 
come to paſs, that every one that findeth 
me ſhall flay me, fince on the account 
of this murder I ſhall be look'd upon as 
a common enemy. God, intending to 
prolong the life of Cain in a miſerable 
eſtate, as an example of his vengeance, 
gave an expreſs charge to Adam and all 
E oſterity not to offer violence to the 
perſon of Cain, under a ſevere penalty. 
Thus the Lord ſet a mark upon Cain, ſe- 
cured him from being kill'd, as much 
as. if he had ſeta mark.upon his face *, 
that every body might know him. 
Or, God gave Cain a ſign ?*, that is, ſome 
extraordinary evidence, to ſatisfy his guil- 
ty and timorous mind of the truth of 
what he had promis'd him. 
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the Scripture-Revelations. 
Cain tben went with his wife ', 
to whom he was married before the mur- 
der of Abel, from the preſence of the Lord, 
and dwelt farther eaſtward of Eden, in 
the land which was called from him #he 
land of Nod. 

The hiſtorian proceeds to give a ſhort 
hiſtory of his deſcendants, and eſpecially 
of thoſe, who were remarkable for any 
new invention ; and then returns to relate, 
that Adam had another ſon, to whom 
Eve gave the name of Seth: for God, 
ſaid Phe, hath appointed me another ſeed, 
inſtead of Abel, whom Cain flew. 

To Seth was born Enos, which de- 
notes ſorrouful, as ſome think, or 
rather the weak and miſerable condition 
of mankind. In his family began the 
great diſtinction between the poſterity of 
Cain, who were looſe and irreligious, and 
all the reſt of Adam's ſeed ; inſomuch as 
for a conſiderable time intermarriages 
were nat allow'd. The pious then began 
to call upon the name of the Lord, or to 
be called * by the name of the Lord, his 
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Jeſ. Ant. Tad. L. i. c. ii. 5 1. 
Terra vagationis et exilii. Buxt. 
3 Vid. Ligbeſdot. 
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The Jews explain it differently. Illa erat aetas, in cujus 
diebus * errare, et fecerunt ſibi idola, et 
minabant idola ſua nomine ſermonis Dei. Jen. Vid. 
Maim, in Mijn. Tom, i. Trad, 1al. 
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An ESS A — 
ſervants and . and the ſons or 


cChildren of God. 


Chap. 5. 


af amin in 


Having thus repreſented the kenden 
regard to religion, he goes 
on to give a genealogy of the pious 
triarchs down to Noah in a right line. 
As for the collateral lines, which un- 
doubtedly were numerous, they are o- 
_ becauſe not neceſſary to Moſes's 
ſe. 

Having juſt before given an account of 
Adel's death, he begins the genealogy 
from Sech, and to keep alive a : ſenſe of 
the difference between Adam in his inno- 


cent ſtate, and his deſcendants after he 


had tranſgreſſed, he tells us, that God 


created man in his likeneſs, and that he 
[Adam] lived an hundred and thirty years, 


and begat a ſon in his own likeneſs. It 


is farther to be obſerved, that he ſets 
down how long they lived, and when 
they died, that we might ſee thro how 
few hands traditionary knowledge was 
derived; and that the names, which were 


given, were expreſſive of the preſent or 


future circumſtances of things. Thus 
Enoch, in the character of a prophet, 
called his ſon Methujelah, ſignify ing that 
when he was dead, an inundation of wa- 
ters ſhould enſue. In like manner La- 
mech call d his ſon Noah, ſaying, This 240 
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comfort us concerning our work and 
0 775 hands, dean of the ground 
which the Lord bath curſed'. But what is 
mote | eſpecially to be remark'd, is the 
character and reward of Enoch. Enoch 
walked with God : conſtantly  convers'd 
with him, and worſhiped before him, 
in his whole courſe of life was directed 
by him, and expreſſed a ſteddy regard to 
his orders; he was eminently pious, not- 
withſtanding the wickedneſs of the age 
wherein he lived: and he was not, for 
God too him 
This remarkable event happened, when 
Enoch, the ſeventh from Adam, was but 
three hundred and ſixty five years old; 
and when all the patriarchs before the 
flood, except two, might be, and probably 
were, witneſſes of it. Adam, the father 
of all mankind, died but about fifty ſe- 
ven years before. Enoch, the ſecond pa- 
triarch, was not found among the living, 
for God took him. As the death of the firſt 
arent muſt occaſion melancholy thoughts 
in his ſurviving children ; the tranſlation 


>. 
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: Hic conſolabitur nobis ab opere noſtro non proſpero, 
et a laboribus manuum noſtrarum ex terra, cui male- 
dixit Deus p peccata filiorum hominis. Jonathan. T. 
Iſte requiem dabit nobis ab operibus noſtris, et ab aerum- 

erſ. V. 

— Gen. i. 15. 6 
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An E's88AY for explaining 


of Enoch wes proper to ſupport them, 


fince thereby aſſurance was given to the 
pious of a future happy life: He walked 
with God, and was not, for God took him. 
And fince God's raking him to himſelf is 
repreſented as a reward of his fincere and 
conſtant obedience to him in a degenerate 
age, it cannot but be looked upon as 
deſigned for an incouragement and mo- 
tive to piety and virtue. 

After the hiſtorian has carried the ge- 
nealogy down to Noah and his three 
ſons, he returns to give an account of 
the riſe of that general degeneracy, which 


drew after it the deluge. He had be- 


fore repreſented the diſtinction there was 
between the pious race of Seth in the 
time of Enos, and the irreligious deſcen- 
dants of Cain: and now he proceeds to ac- 
quaint us, that the world growing more 
populous, and the Cainites increaſing in 
daughters who were fair, the ſons of 


—_{ 


— — _ 


This is the firſt time the hiſtorian uſes the expreſſions, 
fons of God, and daughters of men. From the time of Enos 
the pious calling themſelves by the name of the Lord, ſuch 
as worſhiped, imitated, and obeyed God in hope of 
the removal of the evils that fin introduced, and particu- 
larly of death, were called the ſons of God ; and to the 
deſcendants of Cain, who were of the contrary character, 
the title of ſons and daughters of men was given, The 
ſtory appears extremely natural. God gave a promiſe of 
a /eed, that ſhould break the ſerpent's head. Kfer _ 
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the Scripture-Revelations. 


God married with them; and as there 
were men of violence and oppreſſion be- 
fore, ſo by theſe intermarriages there 
ſprung up men of power and rage ; and 
as infection ſpreads, ſo ſenſuality and op- 
e fill'd the earth; and God in con- 
equence determined to deſtroy the world 
by an inundation, and act as men do 
when they repent. God however would 
allow them an hundred and twenty years 
x wag to reform and grow. better ; after 

e expiring of which, if his patience 


had not its deſigned effect, he would 


bring upon them the threatned puniſh- 
ment, ..._. . | | 

The ſequel of the ſtory tells us, that 
God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it 
was. corrupt: for all fleſh had corrupted 
bis way. And accordingly orders were gi- 
ven to Noah, who was a juſt man, and 
perfect in his generation, and walked with 
God, to make an ark, wherein he and his 
family, and pairs of the beaſts of the 
field, and of the clean. (which were pro- 


had ſlain Abel, and another ſon was born to Eve, ſhe 
called him Seth; for, {aid ſhe, God hath appointed me 
another ſeed. When the deſcendants of Seth and Cain in- 
creaſed, and the former were diſtinguiſhed from the lat- 
ter, by being called by the name of the Lord, the ſtile is 
varied, and the firſt are called the ſors of God, and the 
others ſons and daughters of men. = 
n Nephiliea Heb. , N tyiryarless L Xx. 6 rina ſas 
ot Bias. A. 6s dvd], Ci,. BW. 
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An Ess A I for explaining 


were to be preſerved to repleniſh the 


earth. Their entrance into the ark, in 


compliance with the command of the 


Lord, ſaying, Come thou and all thy houſe 


into the ark, &c. the deſcent of the rains, 


with the breaking up of all che fountains 


of the great deep, are particularly de- 
When the waters afſwaged, Noah is 
repreſented to have ſent forth a raven, 
and afterwards a dove which return'd to 


him. Then Paying other ſeven days, be 


again ſent forth the dove ; which return- 


in ber mouth an olive leaf 


ing, 6 
2 And be 33 other | 
days, and ſent e the dove, which re- 
turn d not to bim 
probably was ſent forth, when Noah's fa- 
mily ingag d in the worſhip of the great 
yernour of the world on the ſeventh 
7, while in the ark: God, at the time 
which he faw proper, gave orders to 
Noah, /ay:ing, Go forth of the ark, thou, 
and thy wife, and thy — and thy ſons 


wives, &c. And now the hiſtory 


us to a new period. 


2A few remarks will: be ſufficient to 


convince e perſons, chat the 
revelations, which Moſes relates im the 
foregoing period, have attending them all 
the characters before laid down to diĩſtin- 


guiſn 


per for food or ſacrifice) ſeven pairs, | 


more. The dove 
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guiſh true from falſe, to evidence that 
— are — and may reaſonably be 
_ entertained 
If it was — to man in inno- 
cence, as a compound being, to have a 
viſible glorious + ph of Jehovah Elo- 
him; it appears highly fit, that the Lord 
God ſhould judge him in the ſame way. 
If God defigned favour to him, no con- 
duct could be more proper, than to 
with the inſtrument: and in ſentencing 
him to intimate a reprieve. When Eve 
was ſeduced by what flattered her ſenſes, 
and a proſpect of being ſet free from all 
reſtraint; and ſhe was ſentenced to pain 
and forrow, and ſubjected to the rule of 
her huſband: was there not an apparent 
agreeableneſs between her crime and the 
puniſhment ? What could be more pro- 
per, than that the ground ſhould be curſe 
for Adam's fake? and that he in toil and 
ſorrowſhould eat of it all the days of his 
life? This not only ſhewed, that the 
Lord God could make what changes — 
pleaſed in the earth, to anſwer his 
poſes of moral government; but it 2 
alſo be p to —— 22 8 heigh- 
rened appetites and p 5 
Cerminly it wil 1 not incon- 
gruous, that when Adam had fined, he 
ſhould loſe bis glory, the mark of his di- 
gnity, and be deprived of the n 
95 2 S 
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An ESS AI for explaining 
the tree of life, and debar'd a re- entrance 


into paradiſe after he was baniſhed from 
it; all which he had forfeited by his of- 


fence: that the glorious preſence ſhould 


have (at leaſt at proper times) a more 
terrible appearance, chan in the ſtate of 
innocence : and that a lively ſenſe ſhould 
be given Adam of his guilt, and of death 
the. 2 uence of it, in killing the 
and yet that a care ſhould be ex- 
2 to him, in furniſhing him with 
clothes ſuitable to his exiled ſtate; What 
could be more agreeable, than that thro 
the whole. procedure of Febouab Elobim, 
as ju age, ſince favour, was deſigned to be 
by d, a ſenſe of the offence, and yet 

pe to animate repentance, ſhould be 
2 — and kept up? It was highly fit, 
that when there was the preſence, and an 


immediate and ſenſible government ex- 


erciſed, there ſhould be a viſible diſt in- 
ction made between thoſe who were fin- 
cerely good, and ſuch as had a contrary 


diſpoſition and behaviour. Could there 


be a more. ſuitable diſcovery, upon Cain's 
reſentment. that his brother's offering was 
accepted, when there was no favour- 
able regard expreſſed to his, than that he 
ſhould be told, this diſtinction was made 
on the account of their different moral 
characters? Could any thing be better 
timed, than before n commited mur- 
BY. der 


the Scripture-Revelations. 
der kindly to caution him, and let him 


know, that his bad inclinations might be 
maſtered ? Surely it cannot but appear 


exceeding proper, that Cain's killing his 


brother ſhould be ſeverely puniſhed for an 


example to others. Nothing can be more 


agreeable to the ideas we form of God, 
than that religion and virtue ſhould be 


connected with his favour, and rewards 
from him. Did not his taking to him- 
ſelf Enoch, who was remarkably good, 


appear a ſtrong and powerful motive and 


incouragement to the practice of diſtin- 


guiſh'd piety and virtue? In this period 


there does not appear to be wanting any 
principle or motive, that was neceſſa 
to induce or recover to a good life. And 
when degeneracy became ſo univer- 
ſal, that there was but one family, 
who had preſerved themſelves unſtained, 
if all of them did) it was kind to pre- 
rve that family to re-people the world, 
as well as juſt ro-puni the reſt. How 
ſuitable. was it to the goodneſs of God to 
warn them of this by the heads of their 
families, and to expreſs patience, when he 
had determined it, for the ſpace of an hun- 
dred and twenty. years? Not to mention, 
that the deluge-was brought on by flow 
degrees, the waters gradually riſing till 
they. overtoped the mountains. 
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4 Ess AT for explaining 
Thus I eee that the revelations, 


which Moſes gives us a relation of to 
this time, appear to have an ble- 
neſs to the charaRtereof a rue a ne, 


revelation. 
; leads me. 


III. The order of the h 
now to conſider the revelations, which 
Moſes repreſents God to have made to 
the patriarchs after the flood, and parti- 


I. When Noah and his wife, his 


' ſons and their wives, and all that were 


with them, by divine order went out of 
the ark on the twenty ſeventh day of that 
month, which anſwers to part of our 
October and part of November, in the 
i657 year, Noah reſtored the antient 


rites of divine ſervice, built an altar to 


the Lord, and took of every clean beaſt, 

and of every clean fowl (fuch creatures as 
in all probability God had formerly ap- 
pointed for ſacrifice) and offered burnt- 
offerings on the altar, with thankſgiving 
for this their great deliverance. the 
Lord ſmelled a fweet favour, or a favour 
of reſt, and ſaid to his heart, or reſolved 
in himſelf, and declared that his reſolu- 
tion to Noah: Neuer any more will I 
eurſe the ground for man's ſake, 2 
the) the imagination of mam beart be 
evil from his youth; neither will I 
2 any more * * living, as 1 


33 
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the Scripture-Revelations. 
dne. While the earth remaineth, ſeed-time 
and harveſt, and cold and heat, and ſum- 
mer and winter, and day and night ſhall 
not ceaſe. This was the covenant which 
God eſtabliſhed with Noah, and his ſons, 
and their ſeed, and every beaſt of the 
earth. And to give them a ſign of this his 
romiſe, and remind them of it, he ſer 
is bow in the cloud. An 
God appearing thus to Noah renewed 
to him and his ſons the bleſſing, which was 
made to Adam immediately after his crea- 
tion; Be fruitful and multiply and reple- 
niſb the earth: and the privilege of domi- 
nion over the 1 creatures; The fear 
F you, and the dread of you, ſhall be upon 
2 beaſt of the . and upon — 
fowl of the air, upon all that moveth on the 
earth, and upon all the fiſhes of the ſea; into 
your hand are they delivered. And he enlarg- 
ed the grant of food, allowing Noah and 
his deſcendants to live upon the fleſh of 
animals, as well as upon fruits and herbs; 
but with this limitation, that they ſhould 
kill them by as quick and eaſy a death as 
they could, and not eat the fleſh raw 
in a voracious manner, while the warm 
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An ESS A for explainmg 
blood was ſpringing in it:. This, as in- 
rended to prevent any diſpoſition to cru- 
elty, was a proper method to ſecure and 
guard them more effectually from ſhed- 
ing the blood of men. Therefore it im- 
mediately follows. And (or for *) ſurely 
your blood , your lives will I require : at 
the hand of every beaſt will T require it, and 
at the hand of every man's brother will I 
require the life of man. Whoſo ſhedeth 
man's blood, by man ſhall his blood be ſhed : 


for in the image of God made be man, in 


giving him dominion over the reſt of the 
creation. | 

The hiſtorian, before he proceeds to give 
an account of re-peopling the earth by 
Shem, Cham, and Japheth, the ſons of 
Noah, relates an inftance, which diſcovers 
the degeneracy of Cham and his ſon; 
and repreſents the ſad conſequences, which 
ſhould thence ariſe to their impious and 
wicked deſcendants ; and that on the con- 
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Verum carnem, quae lacerata eſt ex.beſtia vivente, quo 
tempore anima ejus in ipſa-eft, aut quae lacerata eft a beſtia 
dum mactatur, antequam exeat omnis anima . ejus, non 
comedetis. Targ. Fonat. Membrum animalis vivi, h. e. ab 
animali vivo abſciſſum, prohibitum fuit (Ger: ix. 4.) quia 
id ſignum eſt crudelitatis. Maim. Mor. Nev. P. iii. c. 48. 
Xweis d ILMET IS; i 70 io ig 5. Joſ. ibid. 
The goon doctors — ge the Ta * 4 given 
to the ſons of Noah, and explain it to be a prohibition of 
eating any member, or fleſh of a beaſt, taken from it 
alive. Ainſworth, TT 
* Vid. Ixx. Vulg. Ar. Mont. 
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trary the poſterity of Shem would be the 
ſupporters of the true worſhip of God, 
and intirely ſubdue the irreligious race of 
this very Canaan. 8 
The ſtory is this: Noah having planted 
a vineyard, and invented the way of preſ- 
ſing the grape, and making wine, being 
unacquainted with the ſtrength of the 
liquor, thro old age was unawares in- 
toxicated with it, and lay uncovered 
in his tent in an indecent manner. Ca- 
naan the ſon of Cham coming into his 
grandfather's apartment, ſaw him in that 
| poſture, and. called his father. Cham 
inſtead of ſhewing him the reſpect that 
was due, left him as he was, and run 
out to Shem and Japheth, and in an im- 
pious and irreligious manner expoſed him 
to them. Shem and Japheth aſhamed of 
ſuch behaviour, went and covered their 
naked father in a moſt decent and mo- 
deſt manner. Maß, when he awoke from 
his wine, and knew - what bis younger ſon 
had done unto him, and the deportment of 
his other children, foretold to each of 
them the condition and ſucceſs, which in 
the courſe of providence would attend 
their poſterity in after- ages: declaring that 
from Cham, by his ſon Canaan, would 


deſcend a wicked and idolatrous nation, 


who ſhould be curſed and ſubjeQed to 
their brethren, and particularly to the 


E 3 deſcen- 
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An Ess 1 for explaining 
deſcendants of Shem. As to Shem, he 
ſaid, Bleſſed be Fehovah the God of Shen, 
and Canaan ſhall be his ſervant ; and with 
regard to Japheth, who was the eldeſt, 
God ſhall inlarge  Japheth *, and he ſball 
dwell in the 52 of S hem, and Canaan. 
ſhall be bis ſervant : that 1 is, the poſterit 
of Japheth ſhall be remarkably numerous 
and powerful, and extend their domi- 
nions ſo far, as to poſſeſs ſome countries 
belongi ng to the families of Shem, and 
cut all the confiderable remains of 
Cham's line by Canaan. * 

The time 85 chis event happetied i is 
uncertain, ' It appears however to have 


been a confiderable time after Noah's 


coming out of the ark, for the birth 
of Canaan was after that; and when 


the ſons of Cham are enumerated in the 


tenth chapter, Cuſh and Mizraim ' and 
Phut are mentioned before him. When 
he behaved in ſuch an indecent manner to 
his grandfather, whoſe character he could 
not be unappriſed of, as head and gover- 
nour of his eng to whom ebovab 


— — * 
1 Alliciat Deus Ja um? ita nonnulli. Dilatet ew 
Japheth, ut ali. Hoc ſequuti Callaeus, Oulolus, Gra, 


Aae, cum Hieronymo, 1 nterpre 
ond walks de br . N 


Fol. i. L. ii. . 1. Edit. Leaſu. 


—_ this was verified, ſee Bochart in the! fame 
wh b appeared, 


tho Seripture-Revelations. 
appeared, and by whom his orders and 
inſtructions were communicated, he muſt 
have been paſt a youth. The ſentence de- 
nounced againſt him ſhews the greatneſs of 
his guilt, and renders this ſtill more pro- 
bable. The effect it had upon himſelf, 
Cham, and the reſt of that family, ap- 
pears to be contrary to what might rea- 
ſonably be expected. Corruption and de- 
generacy increaſe, and rage, kindled by 
pride, and attended with the luſt of 
power, puſhes them upon criminal de- 
ſigns. This the ſequel of the ſtory will 
clearly and fully evince. | 
The hiſtorian having related the num- 
ber of years, which Noah lived after the 
flood, and repreſented his intire age to be 
nine monde and ay, when he died, 
oceeds to give us the generations of his 
s, which . to the Hebrew code 
amount to ſeventy, and according to the 
Greet ſeyenty two. And as he tells us that 
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An-E;88 AT for explaining 
by theſe the nations were divided,; every 


one after his tongue, he was naturally led to 


relate the occaſion and riſe of the diverſity 


of languages. When the inhabitants of 


the whole earth took their origin from one 
head, it is no wonder that they ſhould 


but how. different languages at once 
ſhould ſpring up, is not in that circum- 
Nance! ſo eaſy to apprehend. The ac- 


count which Moſes gives is this: When 
the whole earth was of; one language, 


and of one ſpeech, it came to paſs that 


PF # * 1 . = bi p SE", f 
Noach, Gen. cap. x. nempe de Japheto 14, de Cham 
30, de Schemo 26, qui ſummatim faciunt 70. In chro- 
rico Tſemath Davin” par. ii. ſub anno 996 ſic ſeribit R. 
Bechai in ſectione Mach, Fol. 20. cu. 2. Vid. Targ. 
Cant. Cantic: Cap. i. v. 2. | Benediftum eſto nomen 


Domini, qui dilexit nos magis o populos: fic Mar- 
Binal. See this opinion Sud y arid” fly crefated by the 
learned Bochart. L. L;c.15. Tl 
ene hip, which is rendered language. Ifa. xix. 18, 
In that day ſhall ve cities in the land of Egypt ſpeak the lan- 
guage (or bp) of Canaan. Le Clerc isoſ the opinion, that by 
. the. phraſes of. ane language, and of ane ſpeech, are meant 
unanimity and concord ; in which he fays he has the con- 
curfence of Jarchi, and produces ſeveral places to confirm 
che ſenſe; and then adds, that God by his angels ſent dib 
cord, the conſequence of which Was a diviſion, and fo by 
degrees different languages aroſe. - Not to mention that in 


the paſſages which he cites, to prove that one ſpeech and 


one e ſtands to ſignify agreement and concord, words 
Aden fem what 2 uſed here, are found, as phe echad, 
ll echad; this account of the matter appears diſagreeable 
do the hiſtory, which introduces Febovah ſaying, Let us go 
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they journied. from tbe eaſt, He doth 
not Fa, of all the poſterity of Noah, 


o 


who after the flood ſettled in the eaſt, « 


Sbem and his deſcendants, much leſs of 
Noah himſelf ;. but of a great colony of 


them, who, when the eaſt, which was the 
name that was given to that part of Af- 
ſyria, which lay on the further fide of the 
Tigris „ was much peopled, journied 
weſtward, and finding a pleaſant plain in 
the land of Shinar dwelt there. Their 
character the hiſtorian gives afterwards, 


when he repreſents them as children of 


men; an n which he had before 
uſed to deſcribe the degenerate race of 
Cain, in contradiſtinction to the ſors 


F Gad, or the pious deſcendants of 


— 4 
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derfland one another's ſpeech. And fo TFebovah ſcattered 


them abroad, making their the effect of the con- 
fuſion oſ their ge. And the hiſtorian ſeems to mention 
their immediate ſeparation to be aſter their families, and 


after their tongue. It is however not improbable, that great 
diſcord might enſue their not underſtanding one another. 
ejus, ſed interficiebant hie alterum, Ke. | 
When Armenia, where the ark is ſuppoſed to reſt, and 
from whence Noah's ſons fpread themſelves, lay north of 
Shinar, there is a difficulty to account for the expreſſion, 


which the hiſtorian makes uſe of, that zhey journied from the | 


eaft, I have given the ſolution of Bochart, that Aſfyria on 
the further fide of the Tigris they called the ea, and on this 
the aug. But others apprehend, that the mountains of 
Ararat runing a great way eaſtward, Noah and his fons 
might ſettle in countries, which were very much caſtward 


of Aſlyria. | 5 
10 Seth af 


37 


4 


N 0 


Vid. Boch. L. i. Pbal. Cab. 1? 


An ESS Ax for explaining 
Seth *. It is very probable therefore, that 
the greater number of them were de- 
ſcended from the corrupt race of Cham, 
tho ſome of the other families thro d 
neracy might be joined with them. Which 


may be the reaſon, why this writer uſes 


expreſſions which are very general, a 


prehending that no attentive reader w 


miſunderſtand him, when he ſtil'd them 
children of men; and when immediately 
after that relation he returned to give us 


a ſecond account of the generations of 


Shem, partly to ſhow that they, among 


-whom true religion was ſupported, were 
not in any conſiderable number ingaged in 


the attempt, and partly to carry down 


from Shem in a direct line the deſcent of 


Abraham, whoſe hiſtory will follow. 
And they ſaid one to another, Go fo, 
let us make brick, and burn them throughly : 
and they had brick for flone, and flime t 
had for mortar. And they ſaid, Go to, let 
us build us a city, and a tower of a 
heighth, whoſe top may reach to heaven, 


„ 


| 2 Gen. vi. 1, 2. 


* Uſitata haec fuit linguis orientalibus hyperbole ad 
altam ſtructuram e a Moſe in Cha- 


naanitidem miſſi fe vidiſſe urbes magnas et munitas ad coe- 


lum narrabant, Deut. i. 18. ix. 1. Sic et Dan. iv. 11. 
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the Scripture-Revelations. 
and let us make us a name. This ex- 
preſſion was. uſed before of the children 
which were born to the ſons of God, after 
they had married the daughters of men, 
who are called men of name, when uni- 
verſal degeneracy and violence inſued, 
which drew on a general inundation. 
The hiſtorian proceeds to acquaint us 
with the. reaſon they aſſigned for this 


vain and criminal project: Left we be 


ſeattered abroad the face of the 
whole earth. God Leis promiſed ne- 
ver more to deſtroy the earth by a de- 


luge, and yet ſeeing that there was dan- 


er of a general corruption, commanded * 


Noah to order his deſcendants to ſe- 


parate according to their families, to pre · 
vent the contagion from ſpreading. But 


theſe orders were ſo far from being com- 


plied with, that they were 9 — 
The deſcendants of Canaan might pro- 
bably call to their remembrance the pre- 
dition of Noah, that they ſhould be 
ſubject to the poſterity of Shem, and in 
conſequence might puſh with their ut- 
moſt force the building a city and for- 
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An E SSA for explaining 


treſs, as the likelieſt and moſt oo 
method to prevent it“. 

While they were ingaged in 8 at- 
tem pt, 77427 4 ſaid, Behold, the. people is 
one, an 1 bave all one language, and 
this they 5 1 to do, and now nothing. will 
be reſt eſtraine #2 them, which they bade 
imagined to do, how unjuſt and outragious 
A Go to, - let us go down, and confound 


| their language. And now Jehovah ap- 


peared in viſible glory, attended with 


. 
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-1 Ee 1 vente —_ et acdificemus — 1 civitatem 
et turrim, et faciamus nobis in medio ejus templum cultus 
[vel imaginem adorationis, / fic Jen. ] in cacumine ejus, et 
ponamus gladium in medio manus ejus, ne forte contra eum 
ordinetur acies Len priuſquam diſpergamur ſuper facies 
totius terrae. Jer. J. Et faciamus nobis i imaginem adoratio- 
—— py; n mon ye. 

contra acies um, priuſquam ur. Jen 

* That the angels attended chow ng ee 
Lord God's placing at the eaſt o bop wn 4 — 

ion of the firſt pair, cherubims, and 4 
which is afterwards called the preſence of Jebov 
is the general opinion of the Jews, but of Th 
number of the an * Which were employed in this affair. 
Dixit Dominus ſeptuaginta angelis, qui ſtabant coram eo, 
venite nunc, et deſcendamus. Et manifeſtatus eſt ſer- 
mo Domini contra illam civitatem, et cum eo ſeptuaginta 


angeli ex adverſo ſeptuaginta populorum, et uniuſcujuſque 
linguae populi ſui. To this the tranſlation of the yy 
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majeſty (a manner proper and becoming, 
ſince had Jeff oper d the inſtructions 
which Noah epi from him had im- 
parted to them) and confounded their lan- 
guage, by occaſioning ſuch variations in 
the original tongue, which they then ſ 

as would make them not underſtand one 
another's ſpeech. Not that there wins as 
many ſeveral dialects, as there were men; 
but as many probably, as the diſtinct co- 
lonies were, which defigned to form 
in the following diſperſion. At the con- 
clufion of the ſeveral accounts, which Mo- 
ſes had before given of the generations of 
Japheth, Cham, and Shem ', it is added: 
By theſe were the iſles of the gentiles di- 
vided in their lands, every one after his 


tongue, after their families, in their nations : 


Theſe are the ſons of Cham, after their 
families, after their tongues, in their coun- 
tries, and in their nations: Theſe are 


the ſons of Shem, after their families, | 


meaning of which words Bochart gives in this manner : 


God fo diſtributed the earth among the ſeveral people that 
were therein, that in his counſel. he determined ſuch a 
raed? gore. as he knew. would afford a commo- 
habitation to a moſt numerous people. How the ſe- 
venty came to tranſlate the words as they did, Bocbart 
ves an ingenious conjecture, that they had à copy, which 
out the three firſt letters of 1-ae/, and fo they read he 
children of God, inſtead of which ſome tranſcribers put the 


xl of Gl ae they ae called e of (Gas! wb 


ce v. after 
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An Ess A for explaining 

* their tongues, in their lands, after 

eir nations. This makes it unqueſtio- 

nably clear, that the confuſion of lan- 

get was brought about by a miracu- 

5 inter . of God; and was m—— 
peculiar direction. God gave at 

2 — and Eve with a kind 

deſign, that they might immediately con- 

verſe and enjoy the pleaſures of ſociety. 


From the ſame goodneſs he now con- 


founds the common language, to prevent 
the ſad and miſchievous conſequences, 
that would ariſe from ſucceſs in an ambi- 
tious attempt of a combination of dege- 
nerate and wicked men. It follows 


therefore: So the Lord ſcattered them a- 


broad from thence upon the face of all the 
earth, and they left off to build the 2 
and the name of it was call'd Babel, be- 


cauſe Jehovah did there confound the lan- 


guage of all the earth. 
This event happened in the days of 
Peleg; who was born to Heber, the fa- 


ther of the Hebrews, in the hundred and 


firſt year after the flood, The name 
Peleg was given him on the account of 
this divion by Heber, who was one of 


the pious race "of Shem, in the character 


of a prophet. In like manner before the 
deluge Enoch call'd his fon Met buſelab; 
. Noab. The 0 arion of 
the flood, which was predicted in the 


name 
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be Scripture-Revelations. 
name 7 was not accompliſhed, till 
he was fix hundred years old. But ſome 
think that this diviſion was made at Peleg's 
birch, tho the text only fais, in his days 
the earth was divided. And therefore o- 
thers are of the opinion, that it happened 
about the middle of Peleg's lite ; which is 
more probable, than that it happened at his 
birth *: ſince Jocktan his younger brother, 
and his ſons, made a conſiderable colony in 
the diſtribution of the world ar this time of 
the diviſion, and the Jews generally place 
it in the three hundred and forty 
after the flood, the laſt year of Peleg. 
The empire of Nimrod, the ſon of 
Cuſh, erected at Babel, was probably 4 


ao 


* Gen. 2 
9 — to the curious the diſſertation of 
J. ** upon this ſubject. 

Nimrod enim non videtur ex form ſuiſſe numero, 
qui turrim extruxerunt, five tum puerfuit, aut nondum natus: 
alioqui cladem communem non evaſiſſet, atque illi cum 
e ee eee Gen. x. 10. 
principium regni ejus fuiſſe Babylon, nondum extructa, 
conditores vi Jenad]p diſſipati ſunt. igitur poſt illam 
cladem terram Sinhar aliquot annis jacuiſſe deſolatam, re- 
centi memoria tantae diſperſionis omnes homines abſterrente 
ab illa invadenda ; donec Nimrod, homo pervicax, eo ſe 
conferre auſus eſt, cum Chuſacorum magna manu, ut opus 
dudum inte rruptum continuaret et perduceret ad umbilicum. 
Vid. Bochart, L. 1. c. 10. Phalg. The reaſon why Mo- 
ſes gives us the hiftory of Nimrod, before he relates the 


diſperſion, tho probably it happened aſter that in order of 


time, is, that when he had mentioned the death of Noah, 
he thought proper to ſubjoin an account of his deſcendants, 
and therr divifion, according to their ſeveral families and 
tongues, and then proceed to give the riſe of the diverity of 
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An Es SAY for explaining 


ter this diſperſion. For not only Seba, 
and Havilah, and Sabtah, and Sabtecha' 


and Raamah'; but the ſons 'of Raamah, 


Sheba and Dedan, are mentioned before 
Cuſh is ſaid to beget him. He [Nimrod] 
hearing what had befallen ſome of the 


deſcendants of his grandfather Cham in 
the land of Shinar, and growing martial 
and powerful by ſubduing wild 2 
carried thither his attempt of con 
over men, and greatly e 


by corruption and idolatry ſpread, and p | 


infection ſeiſed the deſcendants of Shem. 
Terah, the father of Abram, we find char- 
ged with it. Whether he run into it be- 
fore Noah died, or not, is uncertain; tho 


the latter is more likely. God was pleaſed 
to continue the life of Noah three hun- 
dred and fifty years after the flood, that 


the religious and civil affairs of his great- 
ly increaſed poſterity might be better ſet- 
tled. He died two years before the birth 
of Abram, a deſcendant of Shem, who 
was now living. 

Corruption and dolatty become now 
very general, and having infected the pi- 
ous race, God in infinite wiſdom intends 
to ſeparate and diſtinguiſh a family, in 


which his true worſhip ſhould be pre- 
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attend might be inſtructed ; having ex- 
preſsly promiſed never more to deſtroy 
mankind by an univerſal deluge. 

In order to this Terah with his family 


removed from Ur of the Chaldees into 


Canaan (Haran his eldeſt ſon, and father 
of Lot, Milcah, and Sarai, being dead) 
and in their way to. it came to Charran, 


There Terah died. At which time Abram, 


who was then ſeventy five years old, 
took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's 
ſon, and all their ſubſtance, and left 


Charran to go into the land of Canaan, in 


compliance with a command he had re- 
ceived from God in Ur, namely: Get thee 
out of thy country, and from thy kindred, 
and from thy father's houſe, into a land 
which I ſhall ſhew thee. And here begins 


a new remarkable period of the. hiſtory, 


which Moſes gives us of revelations from 
God. But before we enter upon this, it 
will be proper, according tothe method I 


propoſed, to make ſome remarks on the 


former. | | 
2. Nothing can be more worthy of God, 
or ſuitable to his character as governour of 
the world, than to ſettle in men's minds 
a firm belief, that he will make a diffe- 
rence between the righteous and the 
wicked ; without which there would be 
wanting a ſufficient motive to prevail up- 
on us to be — and conſtantly 


. good. 


65 


% 


An Ess AT for explaining 
good. And is not this ſtrongly and clear- 
y evinced, when the reaſon of e 
mankind by the deluge is repreſen 


66 


to be the general inundation of vice, 
whereby all fleſh had corrupted his way; 
and the inducement of ſaving Noah with 
his family is his character, as a juſt man, 
and perfect in his generation, walkin 

with God? And the Lord ſaid unto Noab, 
Come thou and all thy houſe into the ark, 
for thee have I ſeen righteous before me in 
this generation. When by divine orders, 
which it was proper he ſhould wait for, 

. fince every circumſtance of this great 
event was under the immediate direction 
of God, Noah and his family went out 
of the ark, and Noah offered burnt offer- 
ings to the Lord, which were acceptable 
to him; what could give greater incou- 
ragement to ſuch religious practice, or be 
more ſuitable ro the ſentiments we have 
of the divine goodneſs, than that in con- 
ſequence God ſhould bleſs him and his 
ſons, and renew the grant of dominion 
over the inferior creatures, which was gi- 
ven to Adam, .and open to him his kind 
intention, never more by a general deluge 
to deſtroy mankind ? To conſiderate per- 
ſons it cannot but appear agreeable to di- 
vine wiſdom to take off the dread of ano- 
ther flood, when dark and thick clouds 
ſhould gather, as they often and h 
2 OOn 
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the Scripture-Revelations. 
ſoon would, fince they came out of the 
ark in October or November; and by ſuch 
an inſtance of goodneſs to ingage the ſin- 
cerely pious, and remove reſtraint, 
which might be improper to the proba- 
tionary ſtate of all. 

When Noah and his family, in all pro- 
babilicy, choſe rather to live in the com- 
paratively barren and mountainous parts of 
the eaſtern ridge of hills called Ararat, 


than venture ſoon into the richer plains; 


and the fruits of the earth were then 
ſcarce, and leſs pleaſant and nutritive: 
was it not highly congruous to the wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs of God to inlarge the 
ant of food, and give liberty to eat 
leſh ; and at the ſame time by prohibit- 
ing a cruel manner of doing it, to pre- 
vent any diſpoſition, which might ariſe 
from thence, to attempt one another's 
lives? Surely it will be readily granted to 
be right and fit, that if any ſhould take 
away unjuſtly the life of another, his life 
ſhould be forfeited. And is not the rea- 
ſon which is aſſigned apparently ſtrong: 
That every man is made in tbe image 
of God, and has conſequently dominion 
over the inferior creatures, of which do- 


minion he is wrongfully deprived by being 


killed? Nothing could more properly 
follow this law, V boſo fn man's 
. ſhed ; = 
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An Ess A for explaining 
the repetition of God's bleſſing to them, 


Be you fruitful, and multiply; and his pro- 


miſe, never more by a flood to deſtroy 
mankind : ſince the care Pac God 3 
expreſſes of the increaſe and preſervation 
of men, is a ſtrong and powerful motive 
to inforce a conſtant regard to it. Was 
it not highly proper, that God ſhould de- 
clare by Noah, the father and governour 
of men, and who was righteous before 
him, the different conditions of his de- 
ſcendants, in conſequence of their diffe- 
rent diſpoſition and behaviour, to lead 
them to ſee, that agreeably to his conduct 
hitherto proſperity, and the reverſe of it, 
rats on their religious and moral 
conduct? The account the hiſtorian gives 
of the increaſing degeneracy of Canaan 
and his race, notwithſtanding that de- 
claration, is highly probable. Since it is 
not likely, that ſuch a declaration ſhould 
3 influence one, who could commit 
o impious an act to his grandfather, in 
whom the higheſt power was placed, and 
to whom the greateſt deference was due; 
eſpecially when he could not but be ac- 
quainted with his character, and the 
marks of favour he had received from 
God, who had appeared to him in viſible 
lory, and revealed his will to him. 
hen corruption began to ſpread, and 
there was danger of having it become ge- 
N 3 
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neral, it will certainly be allowed con- 
gruous to the character of God, as a 
wiſe and kind governour, to take ſome 
method, ſuited to the circumſtances of 
that time, to prevent its ſpreading. And 
what could be more proper, than by Noah, 
their aged father, to order a ſeparation 
according to their families; where 
they would be kept diſtinct from eac 
other? When, in oppoſition to this wiſe 
order, they attempted to raiſe themſelves 
a name, by building a city and fortreſs, 
it was highly becoming God to defeat 
their deſign, and in ſuch a manner as might 
leave a impreſſion on their minds. 
When notwithſtanding theſe wiſe methods 

to prevent it, degeneracy became ſo uni- 
ver ſal, as to infe& the race of Shem : was 
it not wiſe and good to ſeparate Abram 
and his family, to keep up the worſhip of 
the true God ; and by remarkable occur- 
rences of divine providence to them to 
awaken attention in thoſe, among whom 
they ſhould ſojourn ; and to make them 
the depoſitories of the promiſe, which in- 
finite wildom would open in ſuch various 
proportions, as'were ſuitable and Der 


IV. I proceed now to repreſent the hi- 
ſtory, that Moſes gives from Abram's leav- 
ing Charran to the giving of the law, which 
I ſhall divide into two periods: From 

S 8 Abram's 
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70 An ES SAT for explaming v 
Abram's removing from Charran to the 
death of Joſeph in Egypt: And from 
thence to the Moſaic conſtitution, - 
1. Abram, when he was in Ur, received 
orders from Febovab to leave his country, 
and his relations, and go into a land, 


which he would ſhew him. Upon the 


death of Terah his father in Charran, in 
compliance with the divine command he 


left Charran, at the age of ſeventy five, t 


go into Canaan, taking with him Sarai bus 
wife, and Lot his brother's ſon, and all their 
ſubſtance that they bad gathered, and the 
ſouls that they had goten in Charran '. 
To this long journey of three hundred 
miles, into a country of which he had no 
knowledge, thro the dangerous and bar-. 
ren deſarts of Palmyrena, and over the 


high mountain Libanus, or Hermon, or 


Gilead (for in that part of the country 
he entered) at a great remove from his 
kindred; he was incouraged by the pro- 


miſe, which God made to him of a nu- 
Chap. 12. merous poſterity, tho Sarai is repreſented 


as barren: Aud I will make of thee 4 


great nation, aud I will bleſs thee, and make: 


thy name great, and thou ſhalt be a bleſſing. 
And I will bleſs them who bleſs thee, and 
curſe him. who. curſeth thee: and in thee 
ſhall all families of the earth be Weſſed, 
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Entring the country on the north, 


Abram went down to Sichem, and ſo 
to the plain or grove of Moreh ; where a 
rough and fierce people liv'd, who deſcend- 

ed Rom Canaan, and had no kindneſs 
for the poſterity of Shem. To ſupport 
Abram in this circumſtance of diſtreſs, 
Jehovah appeared to him, and ſaid, To thy 
ſeed will I give this land. Upon this 
Abram built there an altar unto the 
lord. But tho the lord appeared here to 
him, yet either thinking it not proper 
to truſt himſelf among the Canaanites, 
fince Jebovab had not given him ſuch 
direction, or (which I rather apprehend) 
being defirous of ſeeing the reſt of the 
country, which he had promiſed to give to 
his ſeed; he travelled about twenty miles 
further ſouth, and ſettled upon a moun- 
tain between Hai and Bethel. Here he 
built an altar * unto 
upon his name. Bur not thinking it pro- 
= to fix long in this place, he went 

r into the ſouthern parts. 


A famine arifing about this time in the 
land, occaſioned Abram to go down to 
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* Mizheach. — 1xx. Boulr Crediunes; 
x) Juolay briagos 76 np. Fol. Aut. L. I. 4. 7. U 1. 
Tho this er and God 
is not repreſented to have appeared to hi is 
ſaid to have built an altar. ; | | 
Et oravit in nomine Domini. Ost. For. 
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however 


71 


1 
1 
: 
| ' 
A 
7 
b 
26 


: 
F 
ö 
| 


. | 

| 

. J a 

| 6 N 

1 
* 

1 

To 


.. on nn ern, EE IE nn on II — — — 


72 


Egyptian court, and fearing leaſt Sarai 
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An Ess A T ſor explaining 
Egypt and ſojourn there. As he 3 
along, conſider ing the lewd temper of the 


ſhould be taken from him, and himſelf 


murdered on the account of her beauty; 


he perſuaded her to go under the name of 
bis ſiſter. It fell out partly as Abram had 


ſuſpected, for the courtiers admiring Sarai's 


beauty, recommended her to Pharaoh, 
who tock her into his houſe, and entreated 
Abraham 1well for ber ſabe : and he had 
ſheep," and oxen, and he- aſſes, and men-ſer- 
vants, and maid-ſervants, and ſhe-aſſes, and 
camels. Jehovah then gave Abram a re- 
markable inſtance of his protection, and 


of the accompliſhment of the promiſe he 


had made to him, by inflicting a terrible 
and miraculous diſtemper upon the king 
and all his court. The king concluding 
fo particular an affliction to be from a di- 
vine hand, upon inquiry ſoon found it 
to be on Abram's account, for whom he 
ordered a ſafe conduct, to carry him and 


all that belonged to him out of his coun- 


try, without offering him the leaſt in- 
jury. REEL eee eee 
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the Scripture-Revelations. 73 
Abram and Lot returning to Bethel, to Chap. 13. 
the place where Abram had before built 
an altar, called upon the name of the 
Lord. They increaſed ſo much in cattle, 
that the land was not able to bear them, 
and a quarrel aroſe among their ſervants 
about convenience and ſufficiency of pa- 
ſture. Dangerous uences would 
inſue, if their maſters ſnould ingage in it; 
ſince they were in a country, which was 
poſſeſſed; by the Canaanites and Perizites, 

a fierce and ed people. To prevent 
which — — Lot with the 
circumſtances of the caſe, and in a moſt 
friendly manner cautioned him, not to 
ſuffer theſe differences to create any miſ- 
underſtanding between them. And ſince 
it was neceſſary they ſhould ſeparate, he 
offered him (tho the younger, and proba- 
bly. inferior in eſtate) the choice of all 
the country around: which was a mark. 
of his great humility and condeſcenſion, 
and undoubtedly gave a luſtre to his cha- 
racter. Lot kindly accepted the propoſal, 
and choſe the fruitful plain, lying by the 
river Jordan, on account of the rich- 
neſs of the ſoil ; not conſidering the man- 
ners of the people, who were wicked os | 


%. 


24 A Ess A for explaming 
| ners before the Lord exceedingly. Febo- 
rh 2 Abram — rs 
tion, {aid to him: Lift up now thine eyes, 
and look from the place where thou art 
northward and ſouthward, and eaſtward 
and weſtward; for all the land which thou 
ſeeſt, to thee will I give it, and to thy ſeed 
for ever : and T will make thy ſeed as the 
duft of the earth (tho his wife was till 
barren) /o that if a man can number the 
duſt of the earth, then ſhall thy ſeed be 
numbred. - Ariſe, and walk * thro the land, 
in the length and in the breadth of it ; for 
I vill give it unto thee, Which Abram ac- 
cordingly did, and upon his return ſet- 
tled in the grove of Mamre, where he 
erected an altar, and worſhiped God with 
his whole family during his abode there. 
Chap. 14. To return to Lot: Some time after he 
had ſettled near Sodom, five kings of the 
cities, which lay in the vale, entered into 
a confederacy to e Cherdorlaomer 
king of Elam, and three other aſſo- 
ciate ' princes of the eaſt, who were co- 
ming againſt them in an hoſtile manner. 
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Sed homines Sodomae mali erant in divitiis ſuis alter erga 

alterum, et peccabant corporibus ſuis, in inceſto concubitu, 

— Nr et colebant cultum alie- 

num, on. Vi L. i. c. 11. 1. | | 
7215 5 Vid. Fof. L. i. c. 11. 5 

Et fac in eã in longitudinem et latitudinem, 

quoniam tibi dabo eam. Jun. 7. 
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The 


In the thirteen 


the Scripture-Revelations. 
The occaſion. of that war moſt probably 


was 2 bing 4. 1 I ve 
r 228 ſome 
Shem's s family 3 Cham 


took it — Hay and for a conſiderable 


time enjoy d it, till Cherdorlaomer king of 
Elam * (one of the poſterity of Shem) reco- 
vered it again, and made theſe Canaanitiſh 
N N tributary to him for twelve years. 

— rebelled, and in 


rlaomer, marching 


the fourteenth 


with three allies, ſubdued ſeveral dee 
Ine 


ple, which he ap 2 might 
der his retreat, an his way directly 
for the vale, where the five confederate 
kings of the country had put themſelves 
in a readineſs to receive them, but were 
defeated, and underwent a confiderable 
laughter. Cherdorlaomer plundered the 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, and fo 
marched away with the booty, and ſuch 


captives as he thought fit to take; 


— 


whom unhappily was Lot (who to e- 
ſcape the war had retired into the city) 
when he was only a ſojourner th 
country, and had no concern in the 

volt. 


The melancholy news reaching 8 


by armed three hundred and hy apr? 
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76 An ESSAY for expla lining 
trained ſervants, and joining with the 
forces of Eſhcol and Aner, who, not 
ſinking into idolatry in the ſame degree 
with the reſt of thoſe countrys, were in 
lea with Abram, purſued and over- 
took them at one of the ſpring-heads of 
18 called Dan. There dividing his 
orces into two bodi in the middle of 
the night he attacked their camp in two dif- 
ferent quarters with ſucceſs, purſued them 
as far as Hobah in the valley, where Da- 
maſcus is ſeated; and retook all the ſpoil 
and captives, and particularly his brother 
Lot with all his effects. When the news 
of this victory reached the king of So- 
dom, who had eſcaped in the late battle, 
he went to meet Abram, and met him 
in the vale, of Shavey, called the king's 
dale, either as belonging to the king of 
the place, ſtiled here the king, from his 
remarkable character and ſingular piety ; 
or becauſe he [Melchiſedek * Trap wings + 4 / 
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Ille eſt Sem, qui erat ſacerdos mag nus nus excelſi. | 
ſephus is of a different opinion: _ ph . xlious iv 
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of Jeruſalem, it is y a miſtake ; for it is plain that : 
Salem lay in the way, as Abraham came from Damaſcus to 
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. the Scripture-Revelations. 77 
here recreated himſelt '; At the fame 
time this, gteat man came forth to con- 
gratulate Abram, the friend of the one true 
God, whom he himſelf 'worſhiped, re- 
maining untainted with the corruption 
which generally prevailed, and provided 
a princely entertainment to refreſh them 
afier the fight; and, as à prięſt, he offered 
to the great creator and governour of the 
world his hearty prayers, that he would 
confirm his bleſſing to Abram. And A- 
bram gave him #:thes of the ſpoils *, 

The king of Sodom defired that his 
ſubjects only might be reſtored to him, 
readily. conſenting that Abram ſhould 
keep all their goods, as he had a rightful 
claim to them by the law of arms. But 
Abram refuſed the offer, ſaying to the 
king of Sodom, who was a deſcendant 
of Canaan *, I have hift up my hand (or 
ſworn) unto Fehovah the moſt high God, 
the poſſeſſor of heaven and earth, that I will 
not take any thing that is thine ; left thou 


Sodom, which by no means ſuits with the fituation of Jeru- 
ſalem. Moreover Hierom ſaies, that he learnt from the 
Jews in his time, that it was ſeated on this fide of Jordan. 
Aud it retained its name in our Saviour's days, as appears 
by the ſtory of John's baptizing near Salim.-Fohx ili. 23. 

Vid. Bochare. Phaleg, Pp. 31). 
In valle plana, quae locus erat refrigerii — 
. 


regis. 
Ad pratum p „ quod eſt locus ludi regis. Arab. 
75 2 J x Ju Nord [hv Ths Meas d. 


32 
3 Gen, 10. 19. Sault 


ud. L. i. c. 10. 5 2. 


. TDT”TTTY” 5 7 * 


\ 


” ent ee 


Joonldeft ay, I have made Abram rich: ex- 
 -cepting 1425 what has been expended in 
maintaining the ſoldiery; what was given 
in tiches to Melchiſedek; and the portion 


of the men which went "wich me, Aner, 
Efhcol, and Mamre, of which [ have 
no ri ht to diſpoſe. 

A 


this victory, and Abram's gene- 


rous behaviour, God revealed himſelf to 


bim by viſion, and aſſured him, that he 
would be his ſhield, and exceeding great re- 
ward ; fince from the confidence he had 
In his providence, he had refuſed the of- 
fer of the king of Sodom. _ 
Tho Abram received this promiſe with 
gratitude, and the firmeſt faith ; yet mind- 
ful of another, which had formerly been 
made to him, that God would. make of 
him a great nation, which ſeemed to 
carry in it the promiſe of an offspring, 
he humbly ed : Lord God, what 
wilt thou give m me, ſeeing I g childleſs, and 
the reward of my houſe is this Eliexar of 

* 7" Bu 's to me thou haſt given 
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„oe Abraham in cane fat; vas time wiki; e 
— 5 — meorum in hoc ſeculo, et non 
erit mihi pars in ſeculo futuro ; aut forte ibunt fratres et pro 
Pinqui interfectorum iſtorum, et illis conjungentur turmae et 
vement contra me. Tune itaque fuit verbum Domini 
cum Abrahamo in viſione, dicendo, ne timeas, nam etſi viris 
i ills afſocientur turmae multae et veniant contra te, ſermo 
a meus tibi ſcutum erit, &c. Fon. Fer. T. 
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power and faithfulneſs of God, was fully 
perſuaded of the accompliſhment of this 


oY 


ibo Senipture · Revelations. 79 
no ſeed: and lo, one born in my bouſe is mine 


heir. In anſwer God affured him, that 
no ſervant, but 4 ſon of his own body 
ſhould be his heir; and in a viſion * (for the 
fun was not yet ſet) repreſented to him 
the ſtars of heaven, telling him, that his 


6 ſhould be ſo numerous, as to 


a compariſon with them. 
Abram, from the conſideration of the 


promiſe. This was ſo pleaſing to God, 
that he thereupon owned him for à r:gh- 
teous perſon, tho he was not free from all 
fin, or had not compleat and 

righteouſneſs. And this his faith no doubt 
was the more remarkable, fince a con- 
ſiderable time had paſſed from the firſt 
promiſe of a poſterity, without having 
as yet any iflue, and it grew every day 
more and more unlikely that he ſhould. 


From the improbability of his having 


children by a wife, who ſtill continued bar- 
ren (tho this conſideration was over- 
ballanced by the promiſe of him, whoſe 
power was unlimited) he was moved, 


probably for the greater confirmation 


of his faith, to requeſt of God ſome mi- 
raculous and ſenfble ſign of fo great an 


* Fer. 12. | 
| event. 
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30 An ESS A for explaining 
event, and particularly to acquaint him 
with the time. God was pleaſed to com- 
ply with his requeſt, by ordering him to 
prepare an herfer. f three years old, and 

af goat of three years old, and a ram of 

three 100 old, and à turtle dove, and a 
young fide con. When he had procured 
theſe, he divided them in the midſt, and 154 
each piece one agaihſt another, excepti 

birds, which be divided not, and fed 
them. And when the fowls came 
on the carcaſſes, Abram drove them = 
And when the ſun was going down, à deep 
ſleep fell upon Abram, and te an horror of 
great darkneſs fell upon him. And be ſaid 
unto Abram, Know 1 a ſurety, that thy ſeed 
ſhall be .a flranger in à land, not theirs, 
and ſhall ſerve them, and they ſhall aff 
them four hundred years, and, reckoning 
from the birth of Iſaac, in the fourth. ge- 
neration they ſhall return with great ſub- 
ance, after I have judged the nation whom 
they ſhall ſerve. And thou. ſhalt go to thy 
fathers in 2 thou ſhalt be 47 in a 
good old age. The reaſon of defering the 
accompli ment of the promiſe ſo long 
was not only, that the — of bis af 
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the Scripture-Revelations. 81 

ſterity might be tried in the ſame manner, 
as his own: had been; bur alſo becauſe 
the Canaanitiſh people would not till then 
be fo irreclaimably wicked, as to be ri 

for that exemplary deſtruction, which his 
poſterity ſhould exerciſe upon them. And 
it came to paſs, when the ſun went down, 
and it was dark, behold a ſmoaking furnace, 
anda lamp of 7 paſſed between thoſe pieces. 
In that ſame'day Febovab made a covenant * 
with Abram, ſaying, Unto thy ſeed do I give 
this land, from the river of Egypt to the 
great river, the river Euphrates: at the ſame 
time recounting the ſeveral names of the 
people then living, * whoſe country his 
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oſterity was to injoy. 

Feen ſince ten years had 
paſſed from the promiſe made to Abram 
of a ſeed, and that promiſe remained ſtill 
unaccompliſhed, that God did not intend 
to fulfil it by her, but by ſome other 
woman, perſuaded Abram to take Hagar 
her maid. Abram hearkened to her voice, Chap. 16. 
thinking perhaps that God might accom- 

pliſh his promiſe this way; becauſe he 
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: Jer. xxxiv. 18, 19. And I will give the men that have 
tranſgreſſed my covenant :. when they cut the calf in twain, 
and paſſed between the parts of them : into the hands of their 
enemies, From this rite 5 Cheroth berith ( ſcindere 
foedus) has taken its riſe. nce we read in Homer, I. ii. 
v. 1 ＋ "Ogxia Tire Jane. Vid. Bochart. Hierozoic. 
| of 1. 2. 4. 33 P. 335 be; 
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8 An E88/aY for explaining 
had only told him he ſhould have ſeed, 
but had not as yet ſaid by Sarai., As ſoon. 
as Hagar found herſelf with child, ſhe 
was ſo tranſported, as to forget her ſtation, 
and deſpiſe Sarai ', This uſage Saral re- 
ſented, and 8 with Abram: 
who replied with great tenderneſs, Bebold 
thy maid is in thy band, | do to ber as it plea- 
ſeth thee. Upon which Sarei treated her 
with ſome ſeverity, and Hagar ran away. 
But God, out of ſpecial regard to the 
child ſhe was big with by Abram, ſtopt 
her by an angel; and ordered her to re- 
turn; and for her incouragement told 
her, that the ſon ſhe was now pregnant 
with by Abram (every branch of whoſe 

erity was to be under the peculiar care 
of divine providence) ſhould become the 
anceſtor of a great, but wild 12 and 
be called Iſbmael. He will be a wild 
man, like to a wild aſs, which loves to 
ramble in deſarts, and is not eaſily tamed 
to live in ſociety. His band will be a- 
gainſt every man, and every man's band 
aguinſt him : That is, he ſhall be very 
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| warlike, and bath infeſt all his nei 
(= and be infeſted by them. He all 
dwell in the prefence of his brethren: be a 
nation by himſelf, near to all hisbrerhren, 
Wir deſcended from Ifaac, or from 
the reſt of Abram's ſons by Keturah; 
who, tho angoyed by him, ſhould not be 
able to diſpoſſeſs him. This is ſo exact a 
deſcript ion of the poſterity of Immael , 
thar —— theo all generations ſeerns to 
incorporated into their nature, and no 
change of times hath made them grow 
tame. Hagar moſt humbly and chank- 
fully. ſubmited to the angel's direction, 
and returned to 3 miſtreſs. When { 
=p delivered of a ſon, Abram named him 
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Saracent tamen nec amici nobis um uam, nec hoſtes op- 
tandi, ultro citroque diſcurſitantes, quicquid inveniri pote- 
nat, mamento ere milvprum mpacium ſi- 
miles, qui, fi praedam diſpexerint celſius, volatu rapiunt 
celeri ; aut, ni impetrayeript, non immorantur. Om- 
nes pari ſorte ſunt bellatores. Nec horum quiſquam 
aliquando ſtivam apprehendit, vel arborem colit, aut 
-arva ſubigendo quaeritat victum : ſed errant 8 
per e longe 9 — diſtenta, ſine lare, ſine ſedibus 
ituxas, prota: oth nec idem perſerunt diutius coelum, 
＋— 99 gs +4, of cet. Vita eſt illis ſem- 
per . in ſuga. Aumian. Marcell. L. xiv. c. 4. Ed. Par. 
Eee. e proprietatibus eorum bellum, et eſfuſionem ſan- 
guinis, et amorem caedis, et doloris ilationam, et irae 
live odii tenacitatem. Pocock. Specim. Hiſt. Arab. p. 87. 
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An Ess A 1 for explaining 
Iſhmael. Abtam was then eighty fix years 
of age. : v - 0 L2G 
Thirteen years after the birth of I- 
mael, even to the ninety ninth year of 


Abram, and to the eighty ninth of Sarai, 


Chap. 17-Sarai continued barren, ebovab then ap- 


—.— to Abram, and ſaid unto him, I am 
1 Shaddai”, the almighty God, walk before 
me, and be thou perfect. And IT will make 
'my covenant. between me and thee, and will 
multiply thee execedingly. And Abram fell 


on his face: and God talked with him, ſay- 


ing, As for me, behold my covenant is with 
thee, and thou ſhalt be à father, not only 
of the Iſraelites, Iſhmaelites, and Edo- 
mites, but of multitudes of nations ſhalt 
thou be a father, as walking with me, and be- 
ing upright ; and ſo in thee ſhall ALL, FAMI- 
'LIES OF THE EARTH *, imitating thy faith 
and obedience, be bleſſed. Neither ſhall t 
name any more be called Abram, but thy 
name ſhall be Abraham: for a father of 
many nations have I made thee, And 1 
will make thee exceeding fruitful, and 1 
will ning thee, and kings ſhall 
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0 Oils cu. Lxx. Alibi paſſim Shaddai vas ſonga opa 
vertunt. Vox haec vix aliunde derivare poſſe videtur, 
quam a verbo /hadbadh vaſtavit, Eſai. xiii. 6. Apud Ara- 
bas radix ſhadhadb inter alia potentem et =] N ſigni- 


ficat. Vid. Pocock. Joel i. 15. 
** Rom. iv. 16, 17. ' 
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come out of thee. And I will ffabliſh my c- 
venant between me and thee, and thy ſeed after 


thee in thetr generations, for an EVERLASUNG 


COVENANT, fo be a God unTo Tat, and to 


THY SEED after thee. ' And I will give unto 


THEE, and THY SEED after thee, the land of 


thy ſojournings, all the land of Canaan for 
AN EVERLASTING POSSESSION, and I will be 
THEIR Gop., And God ſaid unto Abraham, 
T hou ſhalt keep my covenant therefore: which 
the next verſe explains of the ſign or to- 
ken of the covenant. Every man-child 
among you ſhall be circumciſed, he that is 
eight days old ſhall be circumciſed : he that 
is born in thy bouſe, or bought with money, 
muſt needs be circumciſed. Not whether 
they would or not, but Abraham was to 
endeavour to perſuade them to it; and if 
they conſented not, to keep them no lon- 
ger in his houſe, but to ſell them to ſome 
other people. As for the children of his 


ſervants, they were to be circumciſed, . 


whether their parents were willing or 
not; becauſe they were their maſter's 
property. The uncircumciſed male, who, 
when he comes to the age of thirteen, 
does not take care that this be perform'd 
upon him, ſhall be cut of, and not ac- 
counted one of my people, he hath bro- 
ken my covenant, This was a ſign proper 
to be appointed, fince it was. not likely 
that ſuch a rite would ever have been ge- 
G 3 nerally 
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nerally practiſed, and on the eighth day 


after the birth, had it not been expreſſy 
ordered by the divine Fw and fit to 
denote the family of ah to be an 
bel ſeed conſecrated to God. from tha 
begining ', and to diſtinguiſh them from 
others. This rite was to be performed 
to every one of Abraham's family now, 


and to their children in all ſuccceding 


titnes, at eight days old : not later, that 


the pain and terror of it might be the 
leſs; and not before, becauſe till then 
they were looked upon as impure. And 
now after a long trial of Abraham's faith 
by the barrennels of Sarai, God Was 
plates in expreſs terms to aſſure him, 
hat hotwithſtanding Sarai's great age, 

e ſhould ſhortly have a ſon, whoſe name 

ould be called Iſaac, and with whom be 
would eftablyh his covenant for an EVERLAST= 


ING COVENANT, and wh nis SEED after 


bim: that be would bleſs Sarai, and that ſhe 
ſhould be a mother of. nations . and, as a 
ledye of this, her name ſhould be changed 
rom Sarai, my Princeſs, to Sarah, a prin- 
refs of multitudes. At hearing of ſuch an 
unexpected favour Abraham fell proſtrate 
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tbe Scripture-Revelations. 
before God, expreſſing his joy and admi- 
ration , that a bleſſing ſhould be pro- 
miſed him, which ſo much ſurpaſſed che 
common courſe of nature and provi- 
dence * ; and with the tendereſt affection 
of a father prays for Iſhmael: O that 
2 5 might live before thee ! To which 
God graciouſly replied : I have beard thee, 
he ſhall live to become the father of a nu- 
merous poſterity, twelve princes, foun- 
ders of conſiderable tribes in Arabia Pe- 
traea, ſhall ſpring from bim; but my cove- 
nant will I bl with Jaac, whom Sa- 
rab ſhall bear to thee at this ſet time in the 
next year. _ | | 8 
As ſoon as God left off talking with Abrg- 
ham, and went up from him, Abraham ex- 
ecuted the orders given to him about cir- 
cumciſion; and he in the ninety ninth year 
of his life, and his ſon Iſhmael in the thir- 
teenth, and all the males of his family un- 
der went on the fame day that painful rice. 


Soon after this remarkable inſtance Chap. 18. 


of Abraham's obedience,. Jebovab ap- 
peared to him in the plains of Mamre, 
when he was ſiting at the tent door in 
the heat of the day. Abraham, after he 
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3 Et ipſe aegrotans ex dolore circumciſionis ſedebat in 
Porta tabernaculi, in vehementia diei. Jon. 7. 
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T will certainly return unto thee weagþ. 
to the time of life, nine months hence, an 


the apprehended. to be fo unlikely, an 


88 An Ess 47. for explaining 
had fallen proſtrate on his face and wor- 
ſhiped'', lift up his eyes, and looked, and 


b three angels in the ſhape of men flood 
before him. And when he ſaw them, he ran 
to meet them from the tent door, and bowed 
bimſelf toward: the ground, and in the 


kindeſt manner invited them in, and ex- 


preſſed to them hoſpitality in all the uſa- 
ges, which were practiſed in that Age. 
And they ſaid unto him, Where is Sarab 
thy wife? To which Abraham replied: 
In the tent. Then one of them ſaid, 


Sarah thy wife ſhall have a fon. Sarah 
overheard this in the tent door, which 


Was behind him, and not knowing as yet 


Who they were, and withal knowing her- 
ſelf to be paſt all natural proſpect of con- 
ception, and her huſband to be old, could 
not forbear laughing to herſelf, at a ** 


even impoſſible in a courſe of nature. 


Tebovab then ſaid to Abraham, Wherefore 


did Sarah laugh, ſaying, Shall I, who am 
old, of a ſurety bear a child? F any thing 


too hard for febovab? At tbe time ap- 
pointed will J return unto thee, and Sarab 


ſhall have a ſon.” Sarah probably was cal- 
led in, and when ſhe found who her 


cents. 
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gveſts were, through ſurprize, confuſion, 
and fear, ſhe denied that ſhe laugh'd. She 
was therefore only made ſenſible of her 
fault, by a fimple affirmation of her 
laughing, without any further reproof. 
men roſe up from thence, and looked 
toward Sodom ; and Abraham went with 
them, to bring them on the way. While 
they were bending their courſe to Sodom, 
where two of them arrived at even, 
Jehovah ſaid, Shall I hide from Abraham 
that thin obich J do ? ſeeing that Abra- 
ham ſhall berome a great and mighty nation 
by his ſeed according to the fleſh; and ALL 
THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH Hall be bleſſed 
in him, as walking before me, and being per- 
feet. For I know him, that be will com- 
mand bis children and his bouſbold after 
him, and they ſhall keep the way of Jebo- 
vah, to do juſtice and judgment. And Fe- 
bovah ſaid, Becauſe the cry of Sodem and 
Gomorrah is great, and becauſe their fin ts 

rievous, I will go down now, and if 
hey be fo found rreclaimable *, Iwill pu- 


s - XIX. v. 1. 

2 Conſummabo eos, fi non egerint poenitentiam ; "A 
tem egerint poenitentiam, non ulciſcar. Oni. Videbo, aui 
ſecundum clamorem fecerint conſummationem, tum rei 
erunt; quod ſi fecerint poenitentiam, annon erunt coram 
2 quaſi neſente illud, et non ulciicar ? For. 
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niſh chem in an exemplary manner. 
Abraham, who yet ſtood kobe ao 
touched with the utmoſt compaſſion, and 
in particular for Lot, and his family, in- 
terceded in the humbleſt manner: Y/l* 
thou deſtroy the righteous with the wicked? 
Hall not the judge of all the earth, when 
in an extraordinary and immediate man- 
ner he inflicts judgment, do right? To 
which humble and devout addreſſes the 
Lord gave kind and gracious anſwers, 
till Abraham deſiſted; and then the Lord 
went bis way, and Abraham returned to 
his houſe at Mamre. 


Chap. 19. The turning four pleaſant cities of the 
vale into one bituminous lake, as a perpe- 


tual monument of divine vengeance, the 
ſparing Bela upon the bumble petition of 
s Lot, ſince it was near and a 
little one, and therefore ſtiled afterwards 
Zaar ; the ſad diſaſter which befel Lot's 
wife for her criminal curiofity, who 
wrapt in the nitro- ſulphurous matter was 
congealed like a pillar of rock-ſalt, and 
remain d a perpetual monument of God's 
juſt diſpleaſure ; the contrivance of Lat's 
daughters, when their father out of fear 
had removed from Zoar to dwell in a 
Cave of one of the neighbouring moun- 
tains, to have an offspring by him, ſince 
they had in their apprehenſions loſt all 
$3 their 
3 


- the Scripture-Revelations. 
their Kindred and countrymen *, to wham 
it might be proper for them ro marry, 
and at the ſame time were full of h 
of being themſelves the parents of 
promiſed ſeed, their father being the ſon 
of Abraham's efder brother, and called 
out of Sodom by the miniſtry of N 
as Abraham was called out of Caldea; 
the giving to their children the names of 
Moab and Benammi, who. were the an- 
ceſtors of two nations then in being to 
evidence their original: ate ſuch parti- 
cular and remarkable ſtories, and atrend- 
ed with ſuch peculiar, circumſtances, as 
muſt give great weight and force of cre- 
dibility co the hiſtory. of Moſes. But to 
return to Abraham * 
Some time after the deſtruction of the 
cities of the vale, Abraham removed more Chap. 20. 
ſoutherly to Gerar, the capital city of 
Paleſtine, lying upon the borders of the 
Egyptian territories. Sarah, thoadvanc'd 
in years, remained yet very beautiful; 
and Abraham having the ſame opinion of 
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the Egyptian court, again perſuaded her 
not to go under the character of his wife, 


but of his ſiſter, as ſhe had before done 


in Egypt. The event was preciſely the 


fame. A miraculous diſtemper was in- 


flicted, the cauſe whereof the king was 
told in a dream, with this injunction, as 
he valued his own and his ſubjects lives: 


Reſtore the man his wife : for be is @ pro- 


pet, and be ſhall ay or thee, and thou 


Halt live; and if thou reſtore her not, Rnow, 


tbou and all that are thine ſhall ſurely dye. 
In obedience therefore the king ſent 
immediately for Abraham and Sarah, and 
expoſtulated with Abraham. To which 
he among other things replied, that he 
might properly enough, according to the 


known ſtile of thoſe times, call Sarah bis 


fer when ſhe was daughter to Terah his 
father by another wife. The king ap- 
prehending Abraham to be under the ſpe- 
cial guidance and protection of heaven, 
not only reſtored him his wife, but made 
him large preſents of cattel and flaves, 
and gave. him. free. liberty to live in any 

t of his dominions, promiſing him 


the utmoſt ſecurity, In return Abraham 
od for him, and pro- 


interceded with 
cured to him and his whole court a ſpeed 


releaſe from the affliction they labouted 


under. N 
BM The 
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tho Scripture-Revelations. © 9 

The accompliſhment of the promiſe of Chap. 21. 
a fon to Abraham by Sarah was now come, 
and ſhe was delivered of one, exactly at 
the time which the angel foretold. At 
eight days old Abraham, in obedience to 
the divine command, cauſed the tender 
infant to undergo the painful rite of cir- 
cumciſion; at the ſame time giving him 
the name T/aac, as God had appointed. 
This was in the hundredth year of Abra- 
ham's life. Sarah reflecting upon the 
name given to her child, which ſignifies 
laughter, and recollecting that ſhe had 
formerly laugh'd in a way of diffidence, 
now owns with the higheſt gratitude to 
God, that ſhe has reaſon to rejoice for ſo 
unexpected a bleſſing. When the child 
was weaned, Abraham invited his neigh- 
bours to a great entertainment. It hap- 

ned that Iſhmael (his former ſon by 
Hagar) quarrel'd with Iſaac, and treated 
him ill. Which conduct might perhaps 
ariſe from diſpleaſure, that through him 
he was diſappointed of the hope given 
him by his mother of being heir. Sarah 
highly reſented this, and defired Abra- 
ham to turn both mother and ſon im- 
mediately out of the houſe, for pretend- 
ing to ſet 8 againſt the true 
heir of the family. Abraham, however 
willing to do the utmoſt right to his wife 
and child, was yet exceeding loth to 
n proceed 
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94 As E8847 for anlsing 
_ Progred with fuch ſeveri one, 
who was his ſon, 2 Gag 
«hen ſaid to Abraham, In all that $areb 
| bath ſaid unto thee, hearken wnto her voice : 


for in Iſaac ſball thy feed de callad. Iſh- 
mael however, as thy offspring, ſhall be 
ꝓrotected, and become the anceſtor of a 
conſiderable nation. Without delay A- 
braham then executed the command be 
had received fram Gad, and fant away 
and her ſon wih ſome ꝑreſent ne- 
— * l only, without any ſer- 
vant to attend them, to ſhow that her 
{on was to have no portion af his inheri- 
tance, and at the fame time to enpreſs his 
-own conſidense n the promiſe df Gotlis 
proce&tion, and diſpoſal of Ichmael and his 
poſterity . Hagar .departed, and wan- 
dered un the wildergels, which was after- 
wards called Reerſhela 
When the prowiſions dere ſpent, and 
the child was SG che for thirſt, ſhe 
laid him under one af the ſhrubs, net ibe- 
ing .able to bear the additional diſtreſs, 


Which . 
.cafion;; ving fram him 0 he 
diſtance of a Pane ons abandoned herſelf 


to excels of grief. In the midſt af her 
tears, Gd hearing aevi of tthe nad, 
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8 (who 


eee 


3 as well as his mother) by an 
angel called to Hagar out of nn. and 
at the ſame time directed her to a RES. 
water, with which ſhe ſoon ae Mr 
child. Iſhmael under the care and 
tection of God grew up to man's * 
and by the direction of his mother, who 
was a native of Egypt, married an Egyp- 
tian. He lived up and down in the deſart 
of Paran, bordering. upon Arabia, and 
maintained himſelf, by what he got with 
his bow out of the elde and woods, as 
his poſterity did after him, exactly in 
the ſame manner as God had foretold 
they would do. 1 
When Abraham remarkably flouriſhed 
in the country of Gerar, Abimelech the 
king, and Phicol the chief general of his 


forces, reſolved to invite Pim ro enter. 


into a ſtrict league of friendſhip with 


him and his ſucceſſors, by ſolemn oaths 
and engagements on both ſides. To this 


Abimelech was moved from a convi- 
tion he had, that Abraham was pecu- 


liarly favoured of God, and under his ſpe- 


cnt otection; tho it is not unlikely, 
that 4 might be alſo ſomewhat jealous 


of his growing wealth and power. To 
this propoſal Abraham readily agreed: 
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o& An ESS AT for explaining 
| but told the king, that he expected for 
the future to live in the quiet poſſeſſion 
of his rights, which had been infringed 
by ſome of his ſervants, in the inſtance 
of a well of water, which tho dug at his 
own expence, had been wreſted from him 
by force. The king aſſured him, he 
knew nothing of the injury, but would 
immediately redreſs it. Upon this they 
entered into a treaty before witneſſes by 
mutual preſents, oaths, and probably fa- 
crifices, or at leaſt by eating and drinking 
together '. One preſent of ſeven ew-lambs 


lech, as a token, that the forementioned 
well ſhould for ever after be his pro- 
perty. And the better to preſerve the 
memory of this tranſaction, the place, 
where this covenant was made, went for 
the future by the name of Beer/beba *, 
the well of the oath, When all was 
over, the king and Abraham parted with 
all the wo of mutual ſatisfaction. 
And Abraham planted a grove in Beer- 
ſheba, and called there on the name of the 
Lord, the everlaſiing God, or the of 
the world, and ſojourned in the Phili- 
ſtines land many years. 


— 


VV; a 
Sheba in the hebrew ſignifies both ax oath and ſever. 
If it be underſtood here in the latter ſenſe, it reſeis to the 


ſeven ew-lambs. 
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Abraham particularly made to Abime- 
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When Iſaac was growing up to man's 
eſtate , God expreſly ordered Abraham Chap. 22. 
for his trial, whom he deſigned to be the 
great father and example of all the faith- 
oF in ſucceeding generations, to go into 
the land of Moriah *, and offer up Iſaac, 
his only ſon by Sarah (in whom the par- 
ticular bleſſings promiſed to him were 
to be fulfilled, and to whom he had the 
greateſt affection) in one of the moun- 
tains of that country, . to which God 
would direct him. Abraham, having no 
reaſon to doubt that this was a com- 
mand from God, fince it was given him 
in the way to which he had been ac- 
cuſtomed, and in which he had received 
the promiſe of this very ſon, which was 
accompliſhed at a time when there was 
no ground in à courſe of nature to ex- 
pect any; and ſince the bleſſings, which 
were promiſed to him in this manner, he 
had found now by the experience of a- 
bove fifty years to be exactly fulfilled: 
2113 on. 5 15191. i: 1K 1 
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Iſaac was now about twenty five years of age, accord 
ing to Fo/epbus ; or twenty eight, as Bechart thinks: 
word naar, which we tranſlate lad, being uſed for 
of that age. Nay, Joſeph is called fo, when he 
thirty years old; and Rehoboam when forty, 2 Chron 
ili. 7. Vid. Boch, Hierazoic. P. i. L. iii. c. 9. p. 8 
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5% 4. ESG ar for explaining 
roſe up early in the morning, 'and havin 
ordered his aſs to be ſadled, and the woo 

for the burnt- offering to be prepared, 
ſet out for the place. On the third day, 
travelling but flowly with an aſs loaded 
with wood, and proviſions proper for the 
journey; he lift up his eyes, and /aw, by 
the glory ſhining upon one particular 
mountain, the place afar off, where he 
was to perform the appointed ſervice. 

Abraham then ſaid unto his young men, 
abide you here with the aſs, and I and 
the lad will go yonder and worſhip, and 
come again to you: apprehending, that if 
God ſhould try his obedience. ſo far, as 
to permit him to flay his ſon, in whom 
he had promiſed to eſtabliſn his cove- 
nant,” he would reſtore him to life again. 
The poſſibility of "this he could not doubt 
of, when he conſidered, that he had re- 
ceived him in an extraordinary manner; 
and the neceſſity of it, in order to con- 
firm the faithfulneſs of God. in perform- 
ing his promiſe, which refer'd to the 
perſon of Ifaac, he could not but like- 
-wiſe diſcern, Abraham therefore took 
the wood of the burnt-offering, and laid 


Die tertio levavit Abraham oculos ſuos, et vidit ju- 
bem gloriae fumantem ſuper monte, et agnovit cum pro- 
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it upon Iſaac his ſon, and he tock the | 
fire in his hand, and a knife, and they IN 
went both of them together. As they 
were going, Iſaac ſeeing every thing pre- 
pared, but the facrifice, aſked Abraham, 
where the lamb was. To which he re- 
plied, : my fon, God will ſee for himſelf 
a lamb for a burnt-offering: defering to 
open to him the command he had re- 
ceived from God, till they ſhould arrive 
at the place, where the glory appeared; 

and then he doubted not, bur C would 
give fuch à teſtimony to his telarion, as 
would make Ifaac ” readily an without 
reſiſtance ſubmit. This appears in the 
ſtory to be the behaviour of Iſaac, and 
by ſuch a conduct he diſcovered thar he 
was the ſon of promiſe, and fit to be the 
heit of the ſpecial bleffings Wien to 
Abraham, Who was — up by God de- 
fignedly to de the great pattern of faith 
and obedience to all the families of the 
earth. When Abraham had built an al- 
ear eiche of Gr. e ſuch ſtone” as he 
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» Refporidit Iac, er dir Adiabitho Patri fd wy 
mi, liga manus meas probe, ne hora doloris mei tre 2 
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bora exierunt angeli excel, et dixerunt hi ad illos ; vos 
videtis duos juſtos ; unus mactat, alter mactatur; qui 
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100 An ESSAT. for explaining 
FR could gather there, and had laid the wood 
in order, and bound Iſaac his ſon, and 
laid him on che altar upon the wood, 
and ſtretched forth his hand, and took 
the knife to ſlay his ſon; the angel of 
the Lord called unto him out of heaven, 
Abraham, Abraham; and he ſaid, here 
am I: and he ſaid, lay, not thine. hand 
upon the lad, neither do thou any thing 


to him; for now I know that thou feareſt 


God, ſecing thou haſt not withheld: thy 
fon, thy only ſon from me; by this in- 
ſtance of difficult ſetvice thou haſt given 
the fulleſt and moſt ſatisfactory teſtimony 
of a religious diſpoſition, truly ſincere 
and exemplary. Abraham then lifted up 
his eyes and looked, either by the di- 
rection of the voice, or a ruſtling noiſe 
which the ram made, and behold a ram 
caught in a thicker by his horns, which 
he took, and offered up fot a burnt: offer - 
ing, in the ſtead of his on, And Abe 
ham, to perpetuate the memory of this 
remarkable tranfaction, 1 2 the name 
of that place Jeboualb- ieh, the Lord will 
ſee or provide, as it is ſaid in a prover- 
bial ſpeech 0 , this day, in the, mount the 
Lord will be feen, or make himſelf fo 
conſpicuous,” as that all ſhall behold che 
care he takes of thoſe who fear him. 
As ſoon as Abraham had made an end of 
ſacrificing the ram, the angel of the 1 0 
N 8 4 cal 
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called to him a ſecond time and ſaid, By 
myſelf” have. I fworn, ſaith the Lord, 2 
thou haſt done this thing, and haſt not 
withbeld thy ſon, thine only ſon, that in 
bleſſing J will bleſs thee. It is obſervable; 
that God inlarged his favours to Abra- 
ham in proportion to Abraham's obe- 
dience, and therefote in rewarding this 
pier and laſt trial of all, the offering 

is ſon, the bleſſings, which hitherto h 
been only promiſed to him, were now in 
the moſt ſolemn manner confirmed to 
him by the oath of God, namely, That 
he ſhould be bleſt with a vaſily numerous and 
happy poſterity, that his ſeed ſhould poſſe 145 
the gate of bis enemies, and that in 
ſeed ALL THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH 
ſhould bleſs themſelves, or count themſelves 
bleſſed. When all was over Abraham re- 
turned to his ſervants, and went and ſetled 
at Beerſneba. | 

After this Abraham rochived the agree- 
able news of the proſperity and increaſe of 
his brother Nahor's family. Some of the 
chief branches whereof were Huz, the an- 
ceſtor of a people called Aufitae by Ptolemy, 
who inhabited ſome part of Arabia deſerta, 
and from whom probably Job * deſcend- 
ed; Buzz from whom came Elihu the 
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An ESSAT for explaining 
Buzite; Kemuel, Aram, Cheſed che fa- 
ther of the Chaldeans; Hazo, Pildaſh, 
Jidla ph, and Bethuel, from whom ſprung 


Rebekah, the wife of Iſaac, the relation of 


whoſe deſcent is the reaſon why the hi- 


 _ gives us this genea 


Some time after Abenbem ner 


"om Beerſtheba to Kirjatharba, in the 
land of Canaan, at that time called 
Mamre, and afterwards Hebron. Sarah, 
who: was an hundred and twenty ſeven 
years old, died there; and Abraham came 
from his own tent to hers, to perform 
che uſual rites of private mourning, 
when they ſat upon the ground. Aſter 


this Abraham roſe up from before his 


dead, and addrefled himſelf ro the ſons 
of Heth, the principal perſons of that 
nation, requeſting the favour of them to 
permit one, who, tho a ſtranger and ſo- 
res was well known among them, 

to purchaſe only ſo much ground, as 
would ſerve for the burial of his dead. 
Their reply was, that a perſon of fuch 
honour and eſteem, as Abraham was 
among them, might command any thing 
of that kind; and therefore t 


him the free offer of any of their on 


ſepulchres, ready made to his hand, to 


we as his own property. Abraham ri- 
. again, bowed to them, and re- 
wee that they would ns Lge 


hey gave 


1 7 
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wich Ephron, the ſon of Zohar, to let 
him have the cave of Machpelah, at the 
end of a field which was in his poſſeſſion, 
at a reaſonable rate, for a burying place 
among them. Ephron, out of ref] 
to them and Abraham, offered in a full 
aſſembly to preſent the cave and the field 
to Abraham. But Abraham again bow- 
ing himſelf before the people of the 
land, ſpake to Ephron in their audi- 
ence, and deſired that he might know the 
value of them. Ephron complied, ſay- 
ing, The land, my lord, is worth four 
hundred ſhekelsof fikver. Abraham weigh'd 
to him the _ which he had named; 
and the field of Ephron, with the cave 
which was therein, and all the trees that 
werf in the field, that were in all the bor- 
ders round about, were made ſure unto 
Abrabam for a poſſeſſion in the preſence 0 
the 2 of 22 After 2 od 
ham' buried Sarah his wife in the cave of 
Machpelab before Mamre. | 
Abraham advancing now in age (being Chap. 
about an hundred and forty years old) and 
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The words, Which Abraham makes uſe of, in the 
Hebrew text are very obſcure: Im atta lu ; but changing 
lu (utinam) into ii (mihi) the ſenſe will be plain, without 
having recourſe to an harſh ellipſis. And this is favoured 
by the Greek verſion. Ei?“ de $143 of , dab uu: Since 
you are kindly diſpoſed to me, hear me. 80 ebe wpts-is uſed, 
Gen. xxiX. 34. Ey Til vv xg mp3; it bras 6 «ig lis. 
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104 An ESSAM for:explaining 

having a plentiful eſtate, thought it pro- 
per to provide a wife for his ſon Iſaac. 
And thinking it no way agreeable to 
marry him into any family of the Ca- 
naanites, whom he ſaw every day ſinking 
more and more into degeneracy, deter- 
mined to match him with ſome of his 
own relations, deſcended from his father 
Terah. Accordingly he bound h:s eldgſt 
ſervant Eleazer *, who was his ſteward, 
and ruled over all that he had, by a ſo- 
lemn oath in the name of the Lord, the 
God of heaven and earth, with the ce- 
remony of puting his hand under his 
thigh *; that in caſe he ſhould dye before 


— 


- *TEmmey T6 maid} auls 7&6 Cie Ths za. 
| ON, 135: Et dixit Abrahamus ſervo by procuratori. 
er. 4. 
75 Different reaſons are offered for this ceremony. Aber 
Ezra thinks putting the hand under the thigh was a token 
of ſubjection, done by a ſervant to his lord; but it is here 
repreſented as a rite attending an oath, and Jeſepbhus men- 
tions it as mutually perform'd, dd Tus une, dAAjAGYS 
Tas yeipas i . Ant. Jud. L. i. c. 16. f. 
As the ſword hung by or on the thigh, P/a/. xlv. 3. 
Grotius thinks this was in effect to ſay, FI fai, bill 
mne. The opinion that ſeems to be moſt probable to me is, 
that the perſon who ſwore, putting his hand near the part 
which was circumciſed, was ſuppoſed to ſwear by that 
covenant, of which circumciſion was the ſign. Thus the 
Jews underſtand it. Before the giving of the law the an- 
tient fathers ſwore by the covenant of circumcifion. Vid. 
Rabbi Eliezar, Pirke c. 49. Pone nunc manum tuam in 
ſectione circumciſionis meae. Jon. J. Pone nunc manum 
tuam ſub ſemore ſoederis mei. Jer. 7. 10 
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his ſon's marriage, he ſhould, ſee this his 
deſire carefully executed. And he or- 
dered him immediately to travel to Ha- 
15 in Meſopotamia, to effect a mar- 

iage with 75 — one of his kindred, 
4 — he thought would make the pro- 
pereſt wife — Iſaac. The ſteward de- 
firous to know fully the mind of his 
maſter, asked him: If he could not per- 
ſuade the perſon he was to marry with 
to come and dwell with Iſaac in Canaan, 
whether he might carry him to her into 
that country? To which Abraham re- 
plied: Beware thou, that tbou bring not 
my... ſon thither, and be not ſolicitous 
about the event: The Lara God of hea- 
ven, who took me from my ug houſe, 
and from the rp my 2 Had. and who 
pate and ſivare to me 2 — unto thy ſeed 
will give this land; he ſhall ſend his an- 
gel before thee, and thou ſhalt ſucceed in 
taking a wife to my ſon from thence. ' If 
however it ſhould not at this time fall 
out to your wiſhes, you have done your 
duty, and. muſt wait till providence ſhall 
further direct you. 

Eleazer having informed himſelf fully 
of his maſter's. intention, engaged himſelf 
by oath to obſerve his orders. And ta- 
kin with him all neceſſary proviſions, he 
ſet 1 for Haran, where Nahor, the 


brother of Abraham, and his family e 


. An ESS A T for epichs 


As he drew near the place, he made 
his camels knee down to reſt themſelves 
without the city, by a well of water, at 
the time of evening, when the women go 
out to draw water, and addreſſed him- 
God of my mafler Abrabom, 7 O Lord 
maſter Abraham, I pray thee 
fend * good ſucceſi this day, and ſhew 
kindneſs to my maſter Abraham. Behold 
Land by the well o ao and the daugh- 
ters of the men come out to draw 
water ; and le com ts poſt, tht th 
damſel, to whom I ſhall ſay, Let down thy 
— T pray thee, that I may drink; 
ſhall ſay, Drink, and I will give 

75 pert drink alſo : let the ſame be ſhe, 
thou haſt Sr ior for "thy ſervant 
Tjaac; and thody ſhall I know, that 
— baſt ſhewed kindneſs unto my maſter. 
The ard having obſerved Abraham 
to be remarkably favoured of God, 
and not doubting therefore but God 
would make good his words ', not only 
begs ſucceſs, but deſires a ſign of it to 


confirm his faith; and ſuch a fign, as 


was moſt proper to denote a perſon, 
who would make a ſuitable wife for 
Haac, ſince humility, courteſy, and a 
readineſs to do all kind offices were in 
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cluded in ſuch a conduct. Now it came to 
paſs, that before he had done ſpeaking Re- 
bekah came out, who was born to Bethuel, 
ſon of Milcah the wiſe of Nahor Abra- 
ham's brother, with her pitcher upon her 
ſhoulder. Such was the fimplicity and di- 
ligence of that age] And the damſel, who 
was 2 very beautiful virgin, went down 
tothe well, and filled her pircher. Upon 
her return, the ſteward ran ro meet her, 
and requeſted” of her the favour of a 
draught of water; which the granted 
him in the kindeſt manner, and then 
voluntarily drew water for his camels. 
The furpriſe, which this event raiſed in 
the ſteward, held him for ſome time in 
ſilence. At length he defired to know 
of what family ſhe was, and whether 
there was not room in her father's houſe 
for lodging and entertainment. When by 
her anſwer he found that ſhe was Nahor's 
grand-daughter, and that he had reafon 
to expect a kind and hoſpitable recep- 
tion, he gave her 4 jewel for * 
forehead " of half a fhekel werght, and two 
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1 80 the Hebrew word is render'd, Exel. xvi, 12. and 
in this manner Eleazer explains it, wer. 47. And becauſe 
this ornament hung down between the eye-brows, over the 
noſe, it is called, . iii. 21. We noſe-jewel. Factum eſt, 


brace- 


108 An ESS AT for explaming 
bracelets for ber hands. of gold weighing. ten 
ſhekels. While Re en hear 
of her uncle Abraham's welfare (as may 
be gathered from the ſtory) haſted wi 
all ſpeed to her mother's apartment, to 
acquaint her with it; the ſteward bowed 
down his head, and worſhiped the Lord, 
maſter Abraham,, who bath not - left 
my. maſter deſtitute f his mercy. and his 
truth; ſince when I was in the way, the 
Lord has conducted me to the houſe of his 
brethren, When Rebekah told the affair 
to her brother Laban, and ſhewed him 
the valuable preſents made to her ; Laban 
ran to the well, where the ſteward con- 
tinued by his camels, and invited him to 
the beſt entertainment his father's. houſe 

would afford, ſaying : Come in thou bleſ- 
ſed of the Lord. All things proper were 
provided for him, and his company, and 
a ſupper got ready. But Eleazer pre- 
baus. his maſter's buſineſs to his own 
pleaſure, ſaid to Bethuel, I will not eat, 
till I have told my errand. ' To whom 
he replied : Speak on. After he had 
declared that he was Abraham's ſervant, 
he gives an account of the flouriſhing 
condition of his .maſter, and eſpecially 
of the extraordinary bleſſing of a ſon by 
Sarah in her old age, whom he had made 
his heir. And he being now grown ” 
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fir for marriage, Abraham was reſolved 


to match him with ſome of his own re- 
lations; and not with any of the wicked 
Canaanites. In purſuance of this, under 
the obligation of a ſolemn oath to his 
maſter, he had — his journey to Ha- 
ran, and found every thing in the perſon 
and behaviour of Rebekah at the well ſo 
exactly agreeing with his maſter's defire, 
and with the ſubſtance of his on prayers, 
that he look d upon her as the very per- 

ſon, whom providence had marked out to 
be a wife for Iſaac. Therefore if by con- 
ſidering [theſe circumſtances they were of 
his mind, and would conſent to the 
match, and agree to let Rebekah go into 
Canaan with him, he deſired they would 
let him know in a little time, Ie 
whether he ſucceeded or not, he might 
return to his maſter. Then Laban and 
Bethuel anſwered, ſince there appeared a 


remarkable direction of providence in it, 


they willingly embraced W ropoſal, 
and were oe to ebekah 
to the ſon of Ab — ſteward 


then worſhiped - the Lind. and offered to 
him his moſt humble thanks, bows 

himſelf to the earth; and brought fort 
Jewels of luer, e jewels. of. gold, and 
raiment, and gave them to \Rebekab. He 


gave alf to ber brather, W 
to 
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{to whom Bethuel ', now proba a- 
ged and inſirm, had left the mana — 
ment of this affair) preſents ' fog great 
value. They then ſat are to ſupper, 
and next morning the ſteward deſirous 
of carrying to his aged maſter the 
pleaſing news of his ſucceſs, as ſoon 
as poſſible; was for ſeting forward to- 
ward Canaan. But the relations of Re- 
bekah requeſted, that ſhe might ſtay a 
year , of atleaſt ten months, that 
might not depart too far from the com- 


mon uſage; and after chat ſhe ſhould go. 


He however defired that he might be ex- 
cuſed. They concluded nothing, till 
they had ted Rebekah; an hes 
ſhe. — to it, they ſent her 
away attended with damſels, and her fa- 
vdurite nurſe Deborah :; her parents 

ving her their ſolemn blefling; and of. 
8 p cheir erer £5: G08 ther her, 
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that ſhe might be exceeding fruitful, and 
her poſterity vitorious over their ene- 
mies; in which all the family joined, 
and ſu commited her to che care of the 
As the E hed Beerſheba "ry 
As th w 
ther . had for ſome gs re- 
turned, probably from the death of Sa- 
rah) they met — taking his evening 
walk and "meditating''; who lifting up 
his eyes ſaw” the ſteward and his com- 
pany. Rebekah, informed who he was, 
diſmounted, and met him with her veil 
over her head, as a token of modeſty and 
reſpect to him, to whom ſhe was eſpou- 
ſed. Iſaac hearing from Eleazer the 
whole affair, 3 her with the 
tendeteſt affection, placed her in Sarah's 
POWDER and conſummated the mar- 
with her; by which the ſorrow he 
conceived at his mother's death, 
which had nov continued three years, 
was alleviated. _ 
Sarah being dead, and Hagar ii 280 Chap. 25. 
ſent away, Abraham, who had given tohis 
ſon lde intely TIE * own ten as 
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An E'88AY for explaining 


he had Sarah's,to, Rebekah, now dwell- 


ing in a tent by himſelf, and being in 
the hundred wy fortieth year of his 


age, took Keturah (who moſt proba- 


; bly was the chief of his women-ſervants, 


as Eleazer was of the men) as a ſecon- 


dary wife or concubine, whoſe. children 
were not to be his heirs, that being 


72 — 
: er. T. 2 Hap gus pas fi his opinion, 
i Wel Zl reſented 
to have more ines than one, v. 6. unleſs 1 


ſhan , and Medan ?, and Midian And 


the privilege of Iſaac. By her were 


born to him Zimran , and Jock- 


Jihbak* and bub . eee 


22 6 
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be diſtin from. Hagar. Nor can any reaſon be ner 


why he ſhould call! hs 10s 
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Ptolemy, called by Page Byzantius, Zadrame, and ex- 
plained by him to be the palace of the Cynacdoeolpitae, a 
of Arabia felix, and of the Zamaremi mentioned by 
Pliny. L. vi. c. 28. who inhabited the ſame country. 
From him probably came the Caſſanitae (the initial 


1 . being dropt) who were near neighbours to the 


— 


tae. And the Arabian lexicographers. tell us, 


| rn and a town. 
VC df! 


+ From him it is likely the city Madan, and the ld. 
le of Arabia receivd their names. 

5 From him the Modiane of Polen, and Midianiti: 
near the anne probability: derived their 


| "E Of him no footſteps are found antong the Arabia 


7 'To him Soacra ſeems to owe its riſe. - fl 
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Sheba ', and Dedan *. The ſons of Dedan 


were Aſhurim ”, and Letuſhim, and Le- 


ummim. The ſons of Midian, N A 
and Epher , and Hanoch *, and Abidah, 


and E daah, All theſe were che children 
of Keturah, . 


Abreham having lived ſo (ng 2s to 
fe theſe children, or at leaſt many of 


wn r 


"IM From him came the Sabaci, who Tived juſt on 
entrance of Arabia felix, not far from the Nabanbaa, 
often made inroads upon their neighbours. Thus Strabo : 
Nes or eg ns Zvypias Nac aſdiot xa EaCajor Thu? 
* Aab lay vd αν I NAA KalerpeXxww 
* | wrt. om 9. Za. Caſaub. "Theſe probably 
who lived far ſouthward in Arabia 


2 4 


fie 1245 the Sabarans who broke in upon Job's country, 


off his cattle and ſervants. Vid. Bochart. 

Ph IL. iv. e. g. 

le in all probability was the ſounder of Dedan, a 

in fe country f Humaca. Vid. Bochart. Bid. L. iv. „ 
* Some conjecture that he gave name to the Alumeotae of 
Ptol , wholiv'd in the middle of Arabia felix. Vid. Cleric. 
+6 Hipha, from whom came Hippos, of which name 
there is both a mountain and a village a little 
kane, Vid. Bachart. Hierox. P. i. L. ii. c. 3. 
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ae Sales A 188. hren. Toſenb. In the 
4 of Joſephus he — name 81 Aſics "0 "Og 
redliveas i Thu Au xdligo dulir, x; ei d 
F 
7 AG 0 ay o , 
4. Fad, L. ag £34: ing del by Backer. 
* Canaan L. i. 45 eee 
Aphar, mentioned by 4rrianus, as the metropolis 
the Homeritae, a people of the ſouth of Arabia felix, came 
from this ar. 
6 the traces of this name remain in 
Cane, a trading place, where the Adrimitae 
ſeated on the fouth of Arabia ſel, near the red ſea ; 
and in the Canauza of Pliny. L. vi. c. 28; 
them, 
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them, grown up to ſuch an age, as to 
be capable of ſeeking their ſettlement 
elſewhere, gave them pifts, that is ſome 
rtion of money or moveable goods, and 
fone them away from Ifaac, who was to 
be his heir, unto the eaſtern country, 
Arabia, which lay eaſtward of Canaan. 
And it is probable the like — were 
made to Iſhmael ; fince the hiſtorian here 
ſais, that he gave gifts to the ſons of his con- 
cubines, of which Hagar was one. 
Moſes to finiſh the ſtory of Abraham 
relates here his death, who, when he 
was an hundred and 1 five years old 
gave up the ghoſt, and left this world, as 
all his fathers had done before him, full 
of years, and with ſerenity and ſatisfa- 


Sion. Iſaac and Iſhmael attended the 


rites of his funeral, and buried him in 
the cave of Machpelah, where Sarah his 
wife lay. | Hp 

The hiſtorian having upon this occaſion 
mentioned Iſhmael, proceeds to give the 
names of twelve princes,” or founders of 


diſtin& tribes, who deſcended from 


him. Nebajoth the firſt born, Kedar *, 


: He inhabited part of Arabia petraca, and gave name 
to the Nabataei, whole chief city was Petra, which $traho 


deſcribes, L. xvi. p. 767. | | 

From him came Kedareni, who livd in Arabia 

F*traea, and dwelt in tents. va l at 
18115 | Ad- 
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Adbeel and Mibſam, Miſhma, Dumah *, 
and Maſſa, Hadar “, and Tema *, Jetur*, 
Naphiſh ', and Kedemah *. When he was 
an hundred and thirty ſeven years old he 
died, and his poſterity dwelt from Havi- 
lah unto Shur, that is before Egypt to- 
wards Aſſyria. And he died in the pre- 
ſence of all his brethren. - Thus what 
God had promiſed to Abraham concern- 
ing Iſhmael, that from him ſhould deſcend 


— —— — — . — : 

7” Adbal. Sam. which fignifies among the Arabians, one. 
who is taught of God. Vid. Cleric. The occaſion of his having 
that name is unknown. There are no footſteps of any place, 
which received its denomination from him; ſo that we are 
ignorant of the of Arabia, which he and his deſcen- 
dans inhabited. The like obſcurity attends Mibſam and 

Some have conjectured from 7/a. xxi. 11. The burthen 
of Dumab : He call'd to me out of Seir, that he lived near to 
Idumazca ; but it is more probable, that Duma in Arabia 
d:ſerta took its original from him, | 

He was probably the founder of the Maſani, a people 
who lived in Arabia deſerta. | 

+ Chadad, Samar. 80 it is in the Hebrew, 1 Chron. 
i. 30. Hadad. Onk. J. xd Lxx., This being the 
true reading, it is likely that Hadada, a city of the de- 
fart of Palmyrena, took its name, and the kings of Damaſ- 
cus were called the ſons of Hadad, from him. 

From him came Themma, which Ptolemy places in the 
Arabia deſerta, near to the Caldean mountains, See alſo, 
Fob vi. 19. 1/a. xxi. A 4. ; T. AKs 1 

He gave name to the Iibiraei, who lived near Pacho- 
nitis, were expell'd from their ſeat by the ſons of Reu- 
v. 18. 7 1s * 3 * L 
A tribe of this name is mentioned, 1 Chron. v. 19. 

In the opinion of Facobus Capellus he dwelt near his 
brother Kedar; for fo lains Fer. xlix. 28. Go up to 
Lader, and ſpoil the men of Kedem : which we render, the 


— I 2 twelve 
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ide. The moſt natural and eaſy ſetiſe 


twelve princes ',' and that he ſhould dwell 
in the preſence of his brethren *, was ex- 
actly accompliſh'd. To "return now to 
the Hiſtory * Ifaac:../; 1.44, 

Iſaac, when he was forty. whoa old, 
married Rebekah; and cho they were in 
the flower of their age, yet Rebekah for 
twenty years continued barren. But up- 
on the earneſt and e prayers 


of Iſaac ſhe conceiv | time 


before her delivery . chin frog 
led together within ber, and 55 ſaid f 
kh, why am I thus ?. hal. ſtrug 
lings and pangs ceaſing for ſome time, the 
went to enquire + of the Lord, to know 
the meaning of them. And the Lord * 
* to her, Two nations are in thy woinb, 


Py — 


— 


reren 
7 


2 $VAngXor Aędc un. Strab. L. xvi. 
Gen. xvi. 12, 17, 20. 
Et abiit Iſaac in montem cultus, locum in quo liga- 
eum pater &jus, et convertit Iſaac mentem Dei de 
uxore ejus, quonſam ſterilis erat Sc. Jon. 7. 

„ Maimonides is of the opinion, that the went to the 
ſchool of Sem, or Heber, who were . | Mor. Nev. 
P. ii. c. 41. Et abiit in ſcholam sem magni i ad quae- 
rendum miſerationes a facie Domini. Jen. Et abiit, 
ut peteret miſerationes a facie Domini in domo, ubi con- 
cionabatur Sem magnus. Fer. T. But this cannot be ad- 
mited, fince Shem died ten years before. 

s By Melchiſedek, ſaith Patricides ; by an T 


is this: Iſaac dwelt by the well Zabairoi, v.11. 
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and two manner of people ſhall proceed from 
thee : the one people ſhall be ſironger than 
the. other ; an Me: in his poſterity, 
ſhall ſerve the 3 When the time 


117 


of her delivery came, there were twins, 


and the elder was born red, all over like 
an hairy garment, and chey called his 
name Eau. The younger 1 
following his brother, graſped his heel 
with his hand, as if he would have pre- 
vented his being the firſt born; from 
2 Rau name of Je 


When the boys grew up, Eſau, who 
was active and robuſt, delighted in hunt- 
ing z while Jacob loved not violent ex- 
erciſe, but kept at home tending his 
flocks Eſau was Iſaac's favourite, not 
only becauſe he was his fir ſt- born, and 


11 * rear 2 nennen 5 


made there of him agar, when ſhe was in diſtreſs. 
re In this place Abraham planted a grave, and 

tan altar, and called on the name of the 

4 8. Ki. 33. Hither the retired to enquire by 
prayer (© the Targups, and R. Eliexer, Beret. 32.) what 
the ftruglings meant which ſbe ſelt, and God by an angel 


gave her an anſwer. 


natus t;totus perſectus capillis 
capitis et Pry hy ns ntib bus, — 9 on. T. 
1s Olere derives it — Arabic, and explains it by cili- 
* eribys ſuis, minifle 
autem erat vir int 3, 
2 Eber, — ai S Bulb. Jon. 


13 endowed 


51 2 „[? made. Et vocàrunt nomen ejus Eſau, 


ns 


endowed” with activity and valour; but 
becauſe he frequently entertained him 
with his veniſon. And the meek and 
ſedate temper of Jacob, and his being 


more at home with her, together with 


the deſign ſhe apprehended God to have 
of his inheriting the ee recom- 
mended him to the favour of Rebe- 
kah. Eſau came one day home exceed- 
ing faint, with a too violent and 1 

purſuit of his ſports ; and Jacob hav- 
ing 4%, 97a for himſelf portage of len- 
tiles, of a red tincture, which was rea- 
dy that moment, Eſau with great im- 
patience ſais ro him: Feed me, I pray, 
with the red, that ſame red. Jacob takes 
the advantage of his [brother's vehe- 
mence of- appetite, to bargain with him 
upon oath for his birth-right, which 
he ſeems to have ſpoken {lightly and 
contemptuouſly of. And whether it was 
from his ſtrong defire to have his ap- 
petite gratified, or from a proſpect of 
obliging him afterward to reſign it again 
by force, he- conſented even upon oath 
to reſign” the right of elderſhip, and 
all the privileges annexed to it, to Ja- 
cob. When Eſau had eat and drank, 
he roſe up and went his way, with- 
out any concern for what he had 
done. Thus Eſau deſpiſed his birth- 
mY 88 * rigbt. 
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right '. The colour of the potage he had 
eaten occaſioned the name of Edom (that 
is red) to be given to him, and his poſte- 
rity to be called Edomites, and their coun- 
try Edom, or Idumaea. n 
After the death of Abraham Iſaac re- 
moved to Mamre, near Hebron, and 


there was a famine in the land. Such Chap. 26. 


a ſcarcity of proviſions happened, as in 
the days of Abraham ſoon after he had 
arrived at Canaan. This occaſioned 
Iſaac to reſolve upon the ſame . courſe, 
as Abraham had taken, to retire with 
his family into Egypt. But Jebovab 
appeared to him, and ordered him to 
go no farther than to Gerar in Pale- 
ſtine, and renewed the promiſes made to 

his father Abraham, ſaying: I will be 
with thee, and will bleſs thee; for unto thee 
and 10 thy feed I will give all theſe coun- 
trys, and I will perform the. oath, which 
1 fiware unto Abraham thy father. And 
I will make thy ſeed to multiply as the ſtars 
of heaven, and will give unto thy ſeed. all 
theſe countrys, and in thy ſeed 2 ALL THE 
NATIONS OF THE EARTH be bleſſed : becauſe 
that Abraham obeyed my voice and kept my 
commandments. Iſaac, relying on the divine 

romiſe and protect ion, went to Gerar. 

ut when the men of the place asked 


Et contempſit Eſau primogeni tural, e Paret . 
turi ſecali. 755 7 5 
mon I 4 him 
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him of his wife, through fear chat they 
would kill him for the ſake of beautiful 
Rebekah, he repreſented her to be hig 
ſiſter. Iſaac dwelling near the royal pa- 
lace ', Abimelech, the fon probably of 
him to whom Abraham went, a confide- 
rable time after Iſaac had ſertled there, 


looking out at a window, ſaw him uſing 


fuch familiarities with her, as made him 
eonclude ſhe muſt be his wife; and ſend- 
ing for him, reproved him for hazardin 
her honour, and expoſing them to mil- 
chief. The king however charged all 
his people not to offer the leaſt inſury to 
Iſaae and his wife, but ſuffer them to 
live in che practable poſſeſſion of all their 


te "en 
getnent Iſaac pod 


Upon this incoura 
in the land, and by a particular blefling 
reveived a vaſt increaſe of an hundred for 
one, Which was beyond the natural or 
uſual fertility of the foil. His increaſing 
wealch and grandure made him * 
ef che Philiſtines. This they expreſſed 
by ſtoping up the wells, which his fa- 
ther Abraham's ſervants had dug at his 
erpenee. This was done in all probabi- 

1 jen apes ak the 1 Kings "wo 
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now becoming 22 of the 
powet of Lanc, 
the town. Whereupon 


valley of Gerar. There he 0 


growing 
red him to retire from 


Ifaac withdrew 
into the country, to 2 (es Snap 


wells which Abraham had dug, — 


he choſe rather chan to make new ones; 
becauſe it Was moſt eaſy, and leſs 


liable to cenſure; and becauſe he would 
preſer ve his own title to chern, and his 


father's memory: 
gave them the natnes they 


for which reaſon he 
had in Abra- 


ham's days. In proceſs of time Iſaac 


ſound a — 2 dit rants and or- 
n 


dered his ſervants to dig, 
till they 


met with 4 new ſpring 


valley. The herdſmen of Gerar ſtrove 


the water. 


wich Iſaac's ſetvants, and laid claim to 
When another well was dug, 


a like contention aroſe, whichoccafioned 
Iſaac to call one of them Het, that is 


firife z 


hana 


and the other Sitaub, which ſig- 
no mind to conteſt 


„ — from thence to 
where at laſt he obtained the 


2 of water without diſturbance, 


and called che name ef the well Nebo⸗ 
W ſais * 235 Lord bath 


* 2 Div. #9 
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made 
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made room for us, and we ſhall be 
fruitful in the land.” From thence he re- 
turned to Beerſheba, and the ſame night 
neva appeared to him, and faid: 
"am the God of Abraham” thy . father, 
fear not, for I am with thee, and will bleſs 
thee, and 1 will multiply 0 2% hed b 
eroant Abrabam's 4g Whereupon 4 
ac ſettled there, diged — for his 
cattle, built an altar, and called upon 
che name of the LorxG. 
Abimelech was under ſome rehen- 
fon, leſt Iſaae being Gable his 
ſending him out of his country, ſhould 
one time or other reſent this treatment. 
To prevent this he takes one of his friends, 
and the chief officer of his army, and 
goes directly to Iſaac, and with a frank 
and open profeſſion of the ſenſe he had 
of his growing power, and the ſpecial 
providence which attended him, requeſt- 
ed, that with the ſolemnity of an oath he 
would enter into covenant with him. 
Iſaac complied, and (as was uſual in 
thoſe times, when a mutual league was 
rranſated) made them a feaſt * , and they 


© — 9 — 
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Covenants were entered i into by Ns and drinking 

together, and accordingly berith, a covenant, is derived from 
barah, which fignifies 70 eat or fa. Buxt. 114 
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did rat and drink. Early next morning 
they aroſe, and by ſwearing to each o- 
ther confirmed their mutual engagements; 
then the king, Ahuzzah; and Phicol de- 
parted from Iſaac in peace. The fame 
day Iſaac's ſervants came and told him, 
that they had found water, whereupon 
he reſtored to the well its antient name 
Shebah, which ſignifies an oath. And 
therefore ſays the hiſtorian, the name 
the city is Beerſheba to this day. But the 
happineſs of Iſaac's ſamily received a con- 
ſiderable abatement by the marriage of 
his ſon Eſau; who at the age of forty, 
without the advice, and againſt the incli- 
nation of his father, married into two u 
families of the idolatrous Canaanites *, 
which proved a grief of mind both to 
Iſaac and Rebekah. © wr: 
Iſaac, who was now in the hundred Chap. 27. 
and thirty ſeyenth year of his age, and 

greatly decayed in his fight?, not know- 
2017 0 | ES 


r 


1 Auwasevil]or by Xavardias ardpor i , winds 
Ty le cf nν:uu-u Or, v ny v 4 Feheedes 
22 in 2 r Ye Yon. Fof. Ant. 

. i. e. 18. 54 | | 
Et accidit, cum Tau natus eſſet quadraginta annos, ut 
acciperet in uxorem Jehudith, filiam Beeri Chittaei ; et 
Boſmath, filiam Elon Chittaei: et fuerunt incurvantes ſe 
cultui alieno, et paratae ad rebellandum operibus ſuis 
malis in Iſaac et Rebeccam. Jon. T. Fer. 7. | 

Et caligarunt oculi ejus, ne videre poſſet (quando enim 
ligavit eum pater ejus, aſpexit ſolium gloriae, ab eo tem- 
„ pore 
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ing how ſoon be. might leave the world, 
and reflecting upon his brother Imael 's 
dping-oc that 00 es, chough: nee 


of his eſtade, and int h 
His fondneſs for Elaw', th 38 30 dl. 
— him by his —— eons 
itſelf in his intention to ſettle in him 
the ſpecial temporal blefling, which was 
promiſed to his his fannily; and which was 
5 not to be  diſpoled of by Lac, but accard- 
| ing to divine direction. Wherefore he 
| ſeat Eſau a hunting to get veniſon, that 
R 

| irits mig ra 

| might be enabled to confer an him his 
laſt bleſſing with greater vigour, It is 
hardly to 2 ſuppoſed, that Rebekah had 
not acquainted Iſaac with what Jabouab 
had declared to her of the brothers, 
_  Efav.and Jacob, that he elder ſhould forve 
the younger. It ſeems more probable, that 
_ and: was greatly poſſeſs d with the 
rivileges of primogeniture. For tho he 
aſelf, being the younger, was prefer- 
ed to Iſhmael the elder; yer Iſhmael was 
the ſon of a concubine, and 4 che caſe 
was not parallel. Moreover it is net 
certain. when Rekckab Sani Sien 
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with it. It might be after ſhe had diſ- 
covered particular affection to jacob; 
and them Iſaac (ſince it does not appear 
that it had ever been revealed to him) 
exact report of it to him, of was no wa 
biaſed in favour of Jacob. Or, ſince the 
oracle runs: 'T'wo nations are in 
wromb, and two manner of - people ſhall 
be ſeparated from thy bowels, and the 
one people ſhall be ſtronger than the orber: 
Iſaae might apprehend, that it refered to 
their poſterity, and could not therefore 
be a ſufficient warrant for him to deprive 
Eſau in perſon of his birth- right. Beſides 
the peculiar affection he had to Eſau might 
ſtrengthen his prejudice in favour of him, 
as His elder ſon. This might prevent 
Rebekah's ſpeaking, at leaſt very often, of 
the oracle, tho ſhe was fully ſatisfied that 
it refer d to Jacob ;. which ſomewhat exte 
nuates her fault in impoſing upon Iſaac. 
The account of which lies thus : Rebekah 
overhearing the orders, that her husband 
had given to Eſau, to prepare him veniſon, 
that he might cat, and his ſoul might 
bleſs him before he died, reſolved to diſ- 
appoint the deſign. And therefore or- 
dered Jacob to fetch her two kids of the 
goats, of which ſhe would make ſavoury 
meat, ſuch as his father loved, and he 
ſhould carry it to him, that Iſaac might 
| 2 ear 
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eat of it, and bleſs him before his death · 
Jacob repreſented to her the difficulty of 
impoſing upon his father, ſince his bro- 
ther was hairy and himſelf ſmooth, and 
the danger of being reputed by his father 
a deceiver, if he ſhould by his feeling of 
him be diſcovered, whereby he would 
draw down a curſe inſtead of a bleſſing. 
Upon this Rebekah aſſured him, that in 


her a 
to be 


8 he was deſigned by God 


is heir, and that ſhe would be an- 


fwerable for all the conſequences of thoſe 
meaſures ſne put him upon. Jacob then 
complied with her directions. The meat 
being prepared, Rebekah dreſſed up Ja- 
cob in the goodly raiment of Eſau *, * by 
the known odour of it (being laid up from 
the air, which pteſerved its ſcent) Iſaac 
might be deceived; and wraping the 


ids-ſkins about his hands and neck to 


make them feel hairy, like Eſau's, ſent 


—BW. 
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1 . Jeſ. Ant. Fud. L. i. c. 18. \ 16. 


τπντν | 
2 'The Jews fanſy that hereby are meant the ſacerdotal 


robes, which were worn by Adam, Noah, and the other 
atriarchs. Et 
took its riſe from a falſe appre 
was one of the privi 


1 Caprini enim in oriente pili humanis non ſunt pror- 
. Bochart. Hierez. P. i. L. ii. c. 51. 5. 626. 


accepit veſtes Eſau deſiderabiles, N 
Adae, &c. Fon. T. This opiaion 
on, that the pri | 
the firſt-born z which is con- 


him 
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him im with the diſh; The project took: 


For tho Iſaac, ſurpriſed at his coming ſo 
ſoon, examined him by feeling his hands 
and neck; yet the roughneſs of his hands, 
and the perfume of his clothes, remov- 


When Ifaac had kiſſed Jacob, and ſmelled 
the odour of his raiment, See, ſais he; 
the ſmell of my ſon is as the ſmell of a field, 
which the Lord hath bleſſed. And under 
that image he roceeds in a ſtrain of 

prayer and pro May God give thee 
of the dew of heaven, and Pale fang, of 


Let people ſerve thee, and nations bow down 
to thee; be Lord over thy brethren, and 
let thy mother's ſons bow down to thee. 
2 be every one that curſeth thee, 

bleſſed be be who bleſſeth thee, As 
ſoon as Iſaac had made an end of bleſ- 
ſing Jacob, Eſau his brother returned 
from hunting, and having prepared ſa- 
voury meat brought it to his father, and 
ſaid : Let my father ariſe, and eat of his 


ſon's veniſon, that thy ſoul may bleſs me. 
Iſaac trembled exceedingly, and ſaid in 


hath brought me veniſon, and 1 have ea- 
ten of all before thou cameſt, and have 
bleſſed-him? Yea and be fee all be ble ed. 
For I am confident, that bleſſed him by 


the earth, 2 plenty of corn and wine. 
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ed the ſuſpicion that aroſe from his voice: 


a broken way: ¶ bo, where is be, that 


+28 


eller ſhall ſerve the 


manner of my bl 
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2. prophetic ſpirit, and with divine ap» 
Probation. 5411 3R 1111207 71 Sl. ag 4 1 
_-Efau ſtruck at theſe words, cried with 


a great and exceeding bitter cry, and ſaid 


unto his father: Bleſs me, even. me alſo, 


Q my father. To Which Iſaac replied : 
Thy brother came with ſubtlety, uſing me- 
thods which cannot be vindicated, and 
hath taken away the bleſſing, which I in- 
tended to have beſtowed on thee, looking 
upon it as thine by che right of being m 
firſt born. But ſince by the oracle, / 
er; and by the 
him I am con- 
vinced, that it was the deſign of God, it 
cannot be revoked. Eſau then exclaimed 
againſt his brother for ſupplanting him 
twice ; but deſired to know, / be had not 
reſerved 2 bleſſing for him? When Iſaac 
in reply bad acquainted him with the ex- 
tent of the bleſſing, which he had 
confered on his brother: Eſau lift up bis 
voice and wept, ſaying, Haft tbau but one 
bleſſing, my father + Bleſs me, even me al- 


tbout the 


, O father. To whom Iſaac re- 
plied: Thy dwelling foall be 
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fatngſt ef the earth, aud the dew from above. 
thy ſword however thou ſhalt live, and 

ſhalt ſerve thy * brother ; but in ſuch man- 

ner, that at times, regaining. tower, - thou 

ſhalt break his 'yoke from off thy neck*. Eſau 

hating his brother on the account of be 

blefling, reſolved upon his father's death 

to {lay 0 Rebekah coming to the 

knowledge of it, called Jacob, and o- 

pened to him Efau's deſign; and to pre- 

vent it, told him of her intention to ſend 

him to Laban her brother at Haran; 

hoping that time might 3 the re- 

ſentment of Efau.. To bring Iſaac into 

the meaſures of ſending lach to Haran, 

without afflicting him by the relation of 

Eſau's deſign, Rebekah repreſents the mi- 

ſeries which had aroſe to her from the 

daughters of Heth; and that. if Jacob 

ſhould be inticed into a marriage with 

any of the Canaanitiſh women, her life 

would be extremely miſerable,” Iſaac re- 

collecting probably the care Abraham 

had taken to marry him to one of his 

kindred, and ſenfible of the troubles 
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phe kim adds, What frail I do now to thee, 'my. ſon ? 
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Elau's marriages bad "6ccationed, f 
K: 54 tothe propoſal of e 


To put that deſign in Cy 00 ſaac | 


ſe nt for acob, and charg m not to. 
take a wife to bimfelf of OR, of 
Canaan, bur, $2.87 ariſe and go to Padan- 
aram', to the houſe, of Wot and 
marry one of the daughters of Laban 


his. mother s brother. Ft the fame 8 


that the bleſſing he had giyen him mi 
not be thought to be (Bp 15 force, 2 


cauſe } it Was obtained by. ſo btlery,, he. re- 
news and confirms it to 1 51 'Ged al- 


mighty bleſs thee, and 8 thee fruitful, and 


mf yet thee that thou maieſ be 4 multi- 


e: And givethee the ble 
222 . to thee 2 7 "eg with Ys 


9.4 thou: mazeft inherit,;the; land wherein 


thou art a Aranger, which | God gave. unto 


| Abraham. And then he ſent him away 


Jacob's and Eſaus mather 5 Jacob bein 

named firſt here, as declared now be 

Tiaac's heir, and heir of all the e promiſes. 
Eſau underſtanding the ſtrict charge 


his brother had, nor vb of Pais "any 
Canaanite, and how grateful is compli- 
ance therewith was to his father, dif- 


covered how much he had. difobliged him 
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in haſte. to Laban the brother þ Rebekah, 


in 
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in his own former. matches. In 905 
therefore of recovering his favour in his 
brother's abſence, he took Mahalath the 
daughter pf Iſhmael Abraham's fon, the 
ſiſter of Nebaioth, to be his wife. By this 
conduct Eſau ſeems to have given up all 
expectation of the bleſſing; ſince he could 
not but know, that this family, being de- 
ſeended from a bond- woman, was not to 
inherit the promiſe of Canaan made to 
Abraham and Iſaac. n 
Jacob, as bas been ſaid, being ſent 
away in haſte, and in a männer quite 
alone, and without any conſiderable 
33 to court a wife, or gain the 
indneſs of Laban, travels for Haran, 
relying upon little elſe but divine provi- 
dence for ſucceſs. And lighting upon a 
convenient place to lodge in, which was 
ſmaded with almond trees, and for that 
reaſon called Lua, the ſun being ſer, he 


This conduct appears ſtrange conſidering the length 
and difficulties of the journey, and that he was lately de- 
clared the heir. Jaechbus tells us, it is difficult in winter 
to travel tliro Med ia on the account of deep ways, 
and in the ſummer by reaſon of drought 3 beſides that 
ſuch travellers were expoſed to robberies, which eould not 
be avoided without great care. Ant. Fad. L. i. c. 16. 
Ci. But the'true reaion of it appears to be, that Jacob 
was very deſirous his departure might be concealed from 
than by a great preparation to diſcover beforehand to Eſau 
when and whither his journey was deſigned. ö 
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tarried there all night, uſing a Jorge e ſtone: 
for his pillow. In this place he had the 
favour of a divine dream, wherein he had 
the repreſentation of a ladder laced, on 
the earth", whoſe top 1 to hea- 
ven, the angels of God aſcending and de- 


ſcending on it. And behold SF ehough 00 


above it, and ſaid : I am the Lord God "of 
Abraham th ſe. and 42 God of Iſaac; 
the land whereon thou lie „, to thee will I 
ive it and to thy ſeed. And i by ſeed 7 
90 as the duſt of the earth, wy in thee a 
thy ſeed ſhall, ALL THE FAMILIES or THE 
EARTH be bleſſed. And behold I am with 
thee, and will keep thee in all places whither. 
thou gel, and will bring thee again into this 
land: for 1 will not leave thee, until I have 
done that, which T have ſboken to thee of. 
When Jacob awaked, he found the vi- 


ion in his dream o clear, and the im- 


preſſion upon his mind ſo e e that he 


could not but conclude it to 


divine manifeſtation, tho not . 1 by 


him. Thereupon he expreſſes the reve- 
rence he had for the x og calling it 
the houſe of God, and the gate f heaven. 
To preſerve the memory of this hea- 


venly viſion, and the aſſurances given him 
of divine favour, which probably were C 
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on the firſt night after he went from 
me, he roſe up early in the morning, 
and took 1 ſtone he lay on, and Jet it 
up fer a jillar ', upon the top of ſome 
wo fd which he bet together, 
and poured oil upon it, and called the 
name of the place Bethel, that is, God's 
houſe. ' To expreſs farther his gratitude 
and | devout affection to God, Jacob laid 
himſelf under a ſolemn and religious vow, 
that upon his ſafe and ſucceſsful return 
from this journey he would perform ſome 
ſpecial ſervice to God, and worſhip him 
with extraordinary devotion, conſecrate 
this place to his honour, and dedicate a 
tenth part of all that God ſhould favour 
we oe 8 uſes. Hagan: IS 
er this Jacob purſued his 3j Chap. 29. 
with chearfulneſs, — reached — 
in Meſopotamia, lying eaſtward of Ca- 
naan. But being a perfect ſtranger, he 


» — 


1 Matſebab. Heb. Et erexit 4 Iin titulum. Yu. 
kal i5noer dur han. Lxx. When the nations, which 
were idolatrous, worſhiped pillars, the uſe of them was 
forbiden, Deut. xvi. 22. 571 | 

To conſecrate it as a monument of God's mercy to 
him. From hence the pagan cuſtom came of anointi 
ſtones, and paying worſhip to them. Vid: V. de Jabl. 
L. vi. c. 39-. tek _ were in „ called 
AiSot rape. So, Tala Nie, 73 ' 

Ne ee en, 


T, x. p 713. ed, Paris. 
va Boch, Cangan, 
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They were allo called Carrie. 
L. u, c. z Þ+ 707. | | 


3 


| T 1 


An Es SAT for boeplai aining 


reſted at a well in a neighbouring fiel 
where he found ſome flocks 4 

lying under a ſhade for watering, Wit 
their ſhepherds by them. Jacob upon 


inquiry found that they were of Haran, 


and well acquainted with his uncle La- 


ban (who was well, as they informed 


him) and that his daughter Rachel, with 
the ſhepherds under her, was every minute 

expected at the well. Jacob then faid, 
that he thought, ſince the day was yet 
high, it was proper to water the 'ſheep, 
and drive them from the ſhade into the 


| fields'to feed. To which 'they replied, 


chat the well was common to a the 
town at ſuch a particular hour, and that 
it was againſt the rules of che place te 


uncover the water, till all che Aocks 


were come together. While were 
thus entertaining one another in diſ- 
courſe, Rachel herſelf came with ſervants 
under her; and Jacob being told who 
ſhe was, went to her, and with great 
courteſy and activity aſſiſted in Wa- 
tering her flock. This kind behaviour 


made Rachel inquire of him, who he 


was. Jacob ſoon acquainted her, chat he 
was Rebekah's ſon, and nearly. related, 
and falured her as his kinfworan with 


more than ordinary affection, for he wept 
for joy to ſee her. - She immediately ran, 
. and told her father. When Laban heard 


the 


N wm » *. tore 4 a. en oe. 
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che reaſon of his, ng, from — 
God's providence over him in his journ 
and his happy meeti — Rachel, 
received him with all tenderneſs and te- 
ſpect, and ſaid to 5 Surely thou att 
. and my. fleſp. And Jacob abode 
with him the ſpace of a . when 
Laban ſaid to him, Becauſe tha art my 
7 is it fit, that thou 

r Tell me, M bat Hall thy 


3 To whom Jacob replied, 
e thee au 155 Far. Sg 
— * daugbter. n accepted the 


N and the affection ek for 


chel made the ſeven years Kriese 
to him but a few days. 

All things thus rao upon,, at dhe 
term fixed Jacob demands his wife 3; and 


Laban with all ſeeming readineſs and ſin- 


cerity canſummates the marriage, by in- 
viting the chief heads of the town to the 
— feaſt, as witneſſes to confirm and 
eſtabliſh the matter, agrecably to the u- 
ſage of thoſe times, But it being the 
cuſtom then to bring the bride ” her 
huſband's bed veiled, and without lights, 
Laban takes this opportunity to impoſe 
on Jacob, * bringing to him! ten- 
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derecyed Leah, who was leſs amiable, in- 


ſtead of his beloved Rachel. Next morn- 
ing Jacob, finding himſelf deceived, ex- 
poſtulates with Laban. Did I not ſerve 
with thee for Rachel ? wherefore then haſt 
"thou" begutled me? Laban excuſed him- 
ſelf, by 8 that it was not uſual 
there to marry the younger before the 
firſt- born. Which ſeems: to have been a 
_ mere ſhift, ſince he ought to have ac- 
quainted Jacob with it at the firſt. To 
Leah Laban gave Zilpah for an hand- 
maid, and ſaid to Jacob ; compleat the 
week's feſtival for the preſent match, and 
vas other ſeven years ſervice, and 

achel ſhall be yours. Jacob complied, 
and Rachel was married to him, and 
Laban gave to her for a waiting-maid 
Bilhah his handmaid. The affiiQtion 
"that Leah had, on the account of 74 
diſcovering greater love to Rachel than 
' herſelf, was conſiderably abated by God's 
bleſſing her with children, while Rachel 
for a long time continued barren, To 
her firſt-born the name Reuben was given, 
that is a ſen of regard : for, faid ſhe, 
Surely the Lor bath looked upon my af- 
Jition, and I ſhall now have an equal 
_ ſhare in the affection of Jacob, Her ſe- 
cond ſhe called Simeon, that is, the Lord 
bath heard or confidered me. Het third, 
Levi, chat is, conſtant ſociety : her 2 
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Fudah, which ſignifies thankſgiving : and 
then ſhe left bearing for ſome time. 


The promiſe made to Jacob, as well Chap. 30. 


as to Abraham and Iſaac, that hit poſte- 
rity ſhould be as the flars of beaven for 
multitude,” and that in bis feed ALL 
THE NATIONS OF THE ,EARTH ſhould be 
bleſſed, occaſioned Rachel to look upon 
her NO an — 255 = ſee her 

enjoy ſo happy a pro while ſhe was 
deprived. of 44 La gr — barren. 
Her impatience roſe to ſuch an height, as 
to make her ſay to jacob, Give me chil- 
dren; ar elſe I dye. Jacob, who was juſtly 
angry at this raſh ſpe asked her, how 
it was poſſible for to procure, what 
providence was pleaſe to deny ? Rachel 
then, probably in imitation of Sarah, 
perſuaded him to take her woman Bilhah 
to be his wife, whoſe children ſhe might 
look upon as her own, though not born 
of her body. Jacob complied with her, 
and had two ſons by Bilhah. To the 
firſt ſhe gave the name of Dan, that is, 
judgment; ſince God had in ſome mea- 
ſure vindicated her from the reproaches 
of her ſiſter, and had heard her prayers. 
Bilhah .conceived again, and bare Jacob 
a ſecond ſon, whom Rachel called Naph- 
thali, that is, firugling : for, ſaid ſhe, 
with great wreſilings have I conflicted with 
my fiſter, to have cher child "_ 
er 


"go 
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herſelf, in imitation of her ſiſter, and 


from the ſame principle, gave to Jacob 
Zilpah her maid to be his wife. The 
firſt ſon he had by her, Leah named with 


his conſent Gad, which ſignifies @ troop ; 


chem to his mother. Their beauty and 


and the ſecond ſhe called Aſber, that is 
bleſſed. Reuben, the eldeſt ſon of Leah, 
in the days of , wheat-harveſt, which be- 
gan at pentecoſt, when the firſt- fruits of 
wheat were | offered, found agreeable 
fruits of a tree or plant, and brought 


pleaſantneſs were ſo great, as ito: raiſe in 
Rachel a ſtrong deſire to haue ſome of 
them. Leah in a pet told her, it was 
too much to have her husband's, affe- 
tions, and her fruit too. Whereupon 
Rachel to pacify her made her an offer 
of Jacob's company that night, which 
ſhe accepted. And God —— to the 
earneſt prayer of Leah, and gave her 
another ſon, which ſhe thought to be a 
reward for parting with Zilpah to her 
husband; and in memory af this: agree- 
— with Rachel, ſhe called the name 

of this ſon Tfſachar, that is, Hire. Alter 
this he bad 8 wh os ge 


— CY P — 


— _—_ * FI * * n — 


II. 7 ban ee hays 
971 3 .. 


ꝗü—ü—ü— 


* 
ker 
A 
bar 
of 
ACC 
del 
fin 
an 
Hin 


— 
— 


S 


83 2 


— 
ry) 


| 


4. EP OY 


ſaid : Mow cui n hund Gael with me; 
F have:born him fax — rib and ſhe 
called his name — ve | 
together.  'Afterw 1 
whom the: called Dina, a gh 
ſame import with Dan. God, 
now for a ſufficient time tried the pati- 
ence of Rachel wich the uſfliction of bar- 
rennoſs, was pleaſed at laſt to bleſs her 
with a ſon of her own body, whom the 
called Foſeph, a word ſignifying both to 
_ o fue away; ſince God had ta- 
ken away ber — and added to 
her a fon. 

Jacob's N us brake wich La- 
ban being now fully — he thought 
of returning to his own country, and 
accordingly acquainted Laban with his 
deſign. Laban intreated him to continue, 


139 


ines vhe Lord bad bleſei\bim for bis fake: 


and aflured him that he would give to 
him, whatever wages he ſhould demand. 
Jace lied, that ſince he had been in- 
ſtrumental to his proſperity, it was proper 
now that he ſhould make ſome proviſion 
for his n family, which at this time 

was pretty numerous. What you tay, 
anſwered Laban, is but highly reaſon- 
able: make therefore your demands. 
Jacob —_ 2 div ine direction * told 
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him, that he inſiſted upon no part of his 
preſent eſtate, but would make the fol- 
Towing bargain: with him for the future. 
Let, ſais he, the ſheep and goats, which 
are now ſpoted, be removed; and ſuch, as 
hereafter ſhall fall any way marked, come 
to my ſhare. This was a thing ſo unlikely 
to happen, that Laban very readily em- 
braced the motion. The better to pre- 
vent all ſuſpicion, Jacob conſented to 
have all the ſpoted cattle of every kind 
immediately ſeparated from the reſt of 
the flocks, and put for the future under 
the care of Laban's own ſons, at the di- 
ſtance of three days journey; iſo that 
Jacob had none but cattle of one uni- 
form colour to breed by. By the ſame 
divine direction, upon which Jacob pro- 
wrap the agreement, he pilled off the 
bark from rods of green poplar, almond, 
and cheſnut, at certain diſtances, till the 
white appeared between the bark, Which 
was of a different colour. And theſe 
rods thus prepared he laid in the chanels 
of water, where the cattle came to 


drink at coupling time; and the. flocks 
conceived before the rods *, and brought 
An We 11+ WISH „ forth 
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- = Graeci patres plerique ad miraculum reſerunt, quod 


ad virgarum obtutum varios agnos concepere Labanis 
oyes. Sed videntur Latini patres in diverſa eſſe ſententia. 
Vid. Boch. Hieroz. 2 i. L. i. CG 49. 5 7 P \ 
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forth eattle ring - ſtraked, ſpeckled, and ſpot- 
ed. To obſerve his agreement with Laban, 
he kept the ſpoted cattle apart from the reſt 
of the flock; but he put the ſpeckled 
cattle produced by the former device fore- 
moſt in 8 coupling time, that Laban's 
flock might always look upon them, and 
thereby be the more apt to conceive the 
like. And thoſe, which brought forth ſpot- 
ed ones by this ſecond artifice, he alſo put 
by themſelves, and ſuffered them not to be 
mingled, with Laban's cattle. A third 
artifice Was to lay the rods before the 
ſtrongeſt cattle, but when the cattle were 
feeble he put them not in; ſo the feeble 
were Laban's, and the ſtronger Jacob's. 
And thus Jacob increaſed exceedingly," and 
had much cattle, and maid-ſervants and 
men-ſervants, and camels and aſſes. 


Jacob had not lived above fix years Chap. 31: 
in this. flouriſhing condition under Laban, 
but Laban's ſons gave out threatning ex- 
preſſions againſt him; and Laban himſelf 
grew ſo- cold in his looks and behaviour 
to him, that he found things were likely 
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* Proinde fatendum, imaginationem pecudum tantum ſu- 
iſſe cauſſam adjuvantem, ac plus in hoc negotio virtuti eſſe 
tribuendum divinae; quae ſuo concurſu fic debilem ad- 
auxit cauſae ſecundae vim, ut quod ſola non poſſet ſecun- 
dum naturam, id Arien benediCtione praeſtaret ſupra na- 
turam. e De Lan. L. iii. c. 22. See likewiſe, Boch: 
ene . 


* 
„ 


141 


Au EGA Y' for ahi 
$118 with him, if heftaid er. 
—7 to confirm him in this — 32 
hovab appeared to jacob, and ſaid to him: 
Return unto the land of thy fathers, and to 
thy kindred,” and I will de with thee! Ja- 
60d therefore ſent and called Rachel and 


Leb into the feld: fearing; it is likely, 


chat he might de ſeiſed by Laban and his 
fois; if he dent to the houſe ] or that he 
might with greater Re diſcourſe 
ON fairhfully;," ſais he, I 

ve ſet ved your father, and how ill he 
Has rewarded me, you are not inſenſible. 


Aftet fourteen ſervice-for' you, I 
Had to this“ ca irtetiond nothih 5 a 
numerouꝰ y-'v nprovided for, had 
God himſelf directed mne 10 te pre- 
t agreement With Eaban, which not- 
withſtanding” all His ſhifts: (or. e butb 


ebunged ny Wages ten times) hie could 
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het is, ey ies, is Tome interfilt! it!" Other 


think that ke really changed his wages juſt den times 
For he ſerved him Tix years, after he had made the agree 


ment wi him 1 in the foregoing chap.. ver. 


ch. n Dargain. at fee- 
g him thrive; ; be alteted the form of the in. 
gagement at the end of that year. And iv tk manner, 


| 1 55 half 75 When the ews 9 57 forth young ones, 


(Which che 
de broke 


vwice r and ſaw them Tpoted, 
made a new. one leſs advanta- 
grow to Jacob eine ing x0 dns , 
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tage. Kuck now ot . father and 


ity, that they 
will feiſe —— re 15 ri ve, if T ſecure 
not rhyfelf by a —.— and timely re- 
treat. e that God, who appeared 


to me Fe Bethel, the creator and 


vifienary tepreſentation at firſt directed 
me to take the ſpoted and ſpeckled cat- 
tle for my wages, has appeared now and 
gy me ah expreſs warning to be gone, 
d promiſed me his protection. Rachel 

and Leak” readily replied: Ir there yer 
V inheritance for us in our fu. 

's 22 ate we not counted of him 


vernour of the world, and who by a 
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ene ? for be bath ſold us at the price 


of your labour fot fourteen years, and 
no return has been made to you for the 


toll, whereby he has raiſed himſelf to his 


roſperky.” As to what you have gained 
by this e agreement, it is in our opi- 

nion yours. Now then, whatſoever God 
hath ſaid unto you, do. On a ſhearing 
day, When Laban was, ingaged at a di- 
ſtance, Jacob o ordered — wives and all 
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whole benefit of his contract. Which is not at all impro- 
bable, for Jacob mentions his ill dealing with him in the 
very ſame Word, ver. 41. and in the next verſe to this he 
relates, how Laban would ſometimes let him have only the 
ſ „at another time none but the ring-ſtreaked,: and 
d we, may ſuppoſe of the reſt. Thus Patrick. i 
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144 An ESGSAT for | explaining 
his family to meet him in the field, and 
marched off with all. the goods he had 
goten in Padan-aram, paſſing over the 
river Euphrates, and making the beſt of 
his way to Gilead, and ſo to Canaan. 
Rachel bad ſtolen the images, that were 
ber. fatbers ; — * — a ſuper- 
ſtitious fear, leſt her father inquiring of 
them, ſhould. know which way they 
were gone; or to convince, Laban. that 
his Gods could not preſerve themſelves, 
much leſs do any ſervice to him; or that 
ſhe might have ſome portion of his 
goods, which ſhe. thought juſtly. belonged 
to her (for the images were made of gold 
or ſilver) is uncertain. When three days 


after Jacob's flight, Laban was acquainted 
with it, he took his brethren with him, 
and purſuing Jacob ſeven days, over- 
took him in mount Gilead. To prevent 
Laban's attacking and plundering Jacob, 
Eads bi | Gen 
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Ca Gherethim, Deorum penatium ſigna. Ejulmodi intern 
ſtatuae ab earum 1 oracula edere cenſebantur, ſo- 
lebantque interrogari. Inter ſuperſtitiones Baby loniorum 
regis, futurorum cognoſcendorum avidi, haec memoratur, 


Exech. xxi. 21. Sciſcitatus eft Teraphim. Zach. vero 


vidrrunt — am viri — — 
a rapha vit, alii a Syriaco verbo # y et 
i et indicare e ſonat. Alii vero exiſt 22 | 


cap. x. 2. Theraphim, Quan wana ſunt loquuti, hariol: 


Asgard 


the Scripture-Revelations. 

Cod came to Laban the Syrian in a dream 
3 night, and charged him not to offer 
the leaſt violence to Jacob, or any thing 

belonging to him; but on the other hand 

diſpoſe himſelf to an amicable agreement 


with one, who had done him ſuch emi- 


nent ſervices; and to ſpeak nothing to him, 
either good or bad, about his return to 
Padan-aram '. Early in the morning La- 
ban coming up with Jacob, in pretty 
warm terms thus expoſtulated with him : 


What haſt thou dine, that thou haſt flolen 


away unawares to me, and carried away 
my daughters, as captives taken with the 
fword? Wherefore didſt thou flee away ſe- 
cretly, and ſteal from me? without ſuf- 
fering my daughters to take their leave 
of me, and without giving me an oppor- 
tunity to expreſs my ſatisfaction in their 
marriage by an entertainment of muſic, 
and to take my laſt farewel of them? 
Surely you muſt own this conduct to be 
extremely uncivil. But (continued he) 
if you had no regard to civility, princi- 
ples of religion might have had ſome re- 
ſtraint upon you, and prevented your 


1 


Mi To]s AdAioys it Lana rene. Lxx. Ne 
quidquam aſpere loquaris contra Jacob. Jug. Oraę du 
G dum irigde, Tagirers NC Thy yaylpor x) 
Tas 2 2 x; lande els aults ons ups 
TNαν Fof. Jud. Ant. L. i. cap. 19. F 10. 
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ſtealing my gods. I is in the power of 
my hand to do you burt : but the God % 
your father, whoſe influence I have ex- 

rienced all the time you have conti- 
nued in my ſervice, ſake to me yeſternight 
ſaying, Take heed that thou ſpeak not to 
Jacob either good or bad. To Laban Jo 
cob made at firſt a ſhort reply : That 
it was owing to the late unkind beha- 
viour of himſelf and his ſons, that his go- 


ing away was ſo ſecret. But with re- 


gard to the other part of the charge, 
With whomſoever, ſais he, thou findeſt thy 
gods, let him not live; before our brethren 
diſcern thou, what is thine with me, and 
take it to thee. Laban ſearched in every 
rent till he came to Rachel's. Now Ra- 
chel had taken the images, and put them 
into the camels furniture, and ſat upon 
them ; and intreated her father, that he 
would excuſe her not riſing up to pay 
him reverence, ſince the cuſtom of wo- 
men was upon her, Laban excuſed her, 
and apprehending that he ſhould not find 
the images, gave over all further ſearch. 
Jacob now with a higher tone, and in a 
warmer manner thus reproached Laban: 
What is my treſpaſs, that thou haſt ſo hotly 
purſued after me? Whereas thou haſt 
ſearched all my fluff, what haſt thou found 


F all thy houſhold-fluff ? Set it bere be- 


fore 


. the Scripture-Revelations. 


fore my brethren, and thy brethren, that 
they may judge betwixt us both. Theſe 
twenty years have I been with thee, . 
ews and thy ſhe-goats have not caſt their 
young : ſuch has been the ſucceſs which 
has attended my ſerving thee, thro the 
bleſſing of the God of Abraham and 
Iſaac upon my care. The rams of the 
flock have I not eaten, but rather con- 
rented myſelf with pulſe, or ſuch like 
mean diet, to promote thy intereſt. That 
which was torn of beaſts, I brought not 
unto thee; I bare the loſs of it; of my 
band didſt thou require it, whether ſtolen by 
day, or ſtolen by night : ſo ſevere and in- 
human was thy behaviour to me. In 
the day the drought conſumed me, and the 
froft by night ; and my ſleep departed from 
my eyes: this has been my manner of 
life for twenty years, and except the God 
75 my father had been with me, ſurely thou 
adft ſent me away now empty. But God bath 
ſeen my affliction, how ill thou haſt treat- 
ed me, and hath taken care to relieve 
me. Laban conſcious of the truth of 
Jacob's reproaches, and ſenſible that God 
had taken him under his protection, de- 
ſired Jacob to enter into covenant with 
him; to which he readily agreed. Ja- 
cob then took a ſtone, and ſet it up far 
a pillar, whoſe * might be mug 
| 2 
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the land of Canaan; and ordered his 
brethren to gather ſtones, and make a 
heap broad at top, ſo as to ſerve for a ta- 
ble. Which was called by Laban and 
his family in their Chaldee tongue, Fegar- 
ſabadutha; and by Jacob in the Hebrew, 
Gilead, that is, the heap of teſtimony: 
and to expreſs their appeal to God, who 
will reward the fincere and puniſh the 
perfidious, Mizpah, which fignifies 3 
watch tower. The terms of the cove- 
nant were: That Jacob ſhould treat well 
Rachel and Leah, and make their chil- 
dren his heirs, and not leſſen by a ſecond 
marriage any part of their inheritance. 
On the other fide Laban ingaged for him- 
ſelf and his ſucceſſors, not to give Jacob 
or his heirs the leaſt diſturbance in the 
injoyment of their preſent or future e- 
ſtate : and Jacob promiſed the ſame on 
his part. Theſe articles were mutually 
ratified by ſolemn oath, and attended 
with facrificing and feaſting together. 
And early in the morning Laban, roſe up, 
and kiſſed his ſons and his daughters, and 
bleſſed them, and returned to Haran. 


Chap. 32. Jacob — his journey toward Ca- 


naan was poſſeſſed with a new fear, leſt 
Edſau retaining his former reſentment 
ſhould attempt to prevent his peaceful re- 
turn to his father's houſe. To ſupport 

8 him 


1 


the Scripture-Revelations. 


him under this apprehenſion the angels 
of God met him, ranged in the order of 
an army in w hoſts, thereby inſtructing 
him that they were ready for his defence. 
In memory of which he called the name 
of that place Mabanaim. Before he paſ- 
ſed ayer Jordan, he ſent meſſengers to his 
brveefer in the land of Seir, which Eſau, 
it ſeems, had conquered in Jacob's ab- 
ſence *,' to congratulate him on that ac- 
count ; and at the ſame time to try, how 
he ſtood affected to himſelf. The meſ- 
ſage he ordered them to deliver was as 
follows : My lord Efau, thy ſervant Ja- 
cob has ſent us to acquaint you, that he 
has ſojourn'd till now, which is twenty 
years, in the ſervice of Laban, that he 


l ti, 4 his flight from Canaan and 
going to Padan- aran he dreamed, and behold, a ladder ſet upon 
the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven + and behold, the 
angels of God aſcending and deſcending upon it. This was a 
proper repreſentation at that time, to aſſure to Jacob not 
only an extenſive providence in general, but that in par- 
ticular God by his angels would conduct him to Padan- 
aram, and return him to Canaan in fafety. When now 
he was entering into the land, which had been promiſed 
to him, and was under terrible apprehenſion from his bro- 
ther Eſau, to incourage him the angels appeared in the 
arangement of an army, to ind prin Nee How- 
ever the report, which his meſſengers made, of Efau's com- 
ing to him with four hundred men ſo diſtreſſed him, that 


he prepared preſents for him in the moſt skilful manner 
hoping by chews e te him. ; * 
Gen. XXVIi. 40, 
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has however * oxen, and aſſes, flocks, and 
men- ſervants and women-ſeryants, and 
defires that he may find favour in your 
ſight, The meſſengers upon their return 
reported, with how much | reſpect Eſau 
received them, and that he was in the 
way to meet Jacob attended with four 
hundred men, to ſhowhis own greatneſs, 
and to do honour to him. Jacob, con- 
ſcious to himſelf what juſt cauſe of re- 
ſentment his former conduct had given to 
Eſau, was not a little terrified at the 
number. The viſion of angels indeed 
might have fortified him againſt all fear 
of Eſau's meeting him, but the firſt mo- 
tions of ſuch a paſſion cannot be pre- 
vented. To ſecure himſelf againſt the 


worſt that might happen, Jacob divided his 


company into two bodies, the one to travel 


"EG 4 . 


— 


8 


_ —Y" — 


t Equi autem et cameli non ubicue et apud quoſvis ha- 
bentur : unde in ſpoliatione Midianitarum nullorum ani- 
mantium mentionem fieri invenimus, niſi ovium, boum, et 


aſinorum, qui ſoli omnibus hominibus neceſſarii ſunt, prae- 
ſertim veio illis, qui in agris, et ſilvis habent negotia. 
Ita dicit Jacob: et ſunt mihi boves, aſini, et oves. Ve- 
rum equi et cameli non apud quoſvis reperiuntur, ſed tan- 


tum apud paucos quoſdam iuſigniores, et aliquibus tantum 

in locis. Mar. New. P. iii. c. 39. | 
Syros omnes eſſe haud paulo mancipioram melius, 

propter ſervilia ingenia, quam militum genus. Livin: 


Z. xxxv. c. 49. Hic Syri, leviſima hominum genera et 


ſervituti nata. 7. xxxvi. c. 17. 


at 
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at a diſtance from the other; that if the 
foremoſt ſhould be attacked and vanquiſh- 
ed, the other might have an opportu- 
nity to provide for their eſcape. . And at 
the ſame time he thus addreſſed himſelf 
in prayer to God: O God of my father 
Abraham, and God of my father Jſaac, 
the Lord which ſaid unto me, return unto 
thy countrey, and to thy kindred, and I will 
deal well with thee, I am not worthy 0 
the leaſt of all the mercies, and of all t 
truth which thou haſt ſhewed unto thy ſer- 
vant ; for with my fta I paſſed over this 
Jordan, as a ſolitary traveller, and now I 
am become two 914 Deliver me, I pray 
2 the band of my brother Eſau: 
for T fear him, leſt he will come and ſmite 
me, and the mother with the children. Thou 
haſt ſaid, 1 will ſurely do thee good, and 
make thy ſeed as the ſand of the fea, which 
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cannot be numbered for multitude. Having [ [ 
commended himſelf to God, and ex- 11 
preſſed his reliance upon his command 74 
and promiſe, his fear was greatly abated. 11 

And that night he lodged in or near Ma- 1 
hanaim, where he hoped God would com- ll 


mand the angels, which he had ſeen, ro 


protect him. Then of ſuch cattle as were 114 
in his power to preſent to his brother — 1 
(fince he had no jewels nor precious rai- _ | 
he took with fiderati mn 

ment) he took with great conſideration, 140 
140 
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and in exact proportions", to hundred 
ſhe-goats, and twenty be. goats, two bun- 

7 eos and twenty rams, thirty mulch 
camels with their colts, forty kine and ten 
bulls, twenty ſhe-aſſes and ten foles. And 


he delivered them into the hand of his ſer- 


vants every drove by themſelves ; and ſaid 
unto bis ſervants, paſs over before me, and 
put a ſpace betwixt drove and drove. And 


be commanded the foremoſt, ſaying, When 


Ejau, my brother, meeteth thee, and asketh 
thee ſaying, Whoſe art thou ? and whither 
oe Hou ? and whoſe are theſe before thee ? 
Then thou fhalt ſay, They be thy ſervant 
* it is ſent as a preſent unto my Lord 
Eſau : and behold alſo he is behind us. 
For he would not have Eſau think, he 
was afraid to ſee him. In like manner he 
commanded the ſecond and third droves, 
and thoſe who followed them, to expreſs 
themſelves as he had directed. This he 
did, that every new drove, and new ſpeech 
might make a new impreſſion upon Eſau, 
and diſpoſe his brother to receive him 
with an intire ſriendſhip. The preſents 


— 
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1 Jacob offert Eſavo capras ducentas et. hircos viginti, * 


oves ducentas et arietes viginti, proportione decupla utro- 
bique ſervata; quan; Varro, De re ruſtica, ſuo commen- 
dat exemplo libri ſecundi capite tertio, De maribus, inquit, 
et ſocminis idem fere diſcrimen, ut alii ad denas capras fen 
gulos parent hircas, ut ego. 2 Chron. xvii. v. 11. Vid 
Bach. Hierozaic, P. i. J. Ii. c. 53.4 4. 
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the Scripture-Revelations. 
were ſent firſt over the ford Jabbok, and 
then before | break of day he made his 
family paſs over the ſame brook. But 
tarrying himſelf behind alone for ſome 
time, he renewed his addreſſes to hea- 
ven '. When he had done, a man incoun- 
tered him, with whom hegrapled till 
the breaking of the day, and when he ſaw 
that he prevailed not againſt him, the angel 
gave'over the combat. But to let him 


know who he was, and what he could 


have done, had it not been contrary to 
the n of the conflict, he touched the 
bollow of bis thigh, and the hollow of Fa- 
cob's thigh was out of joint. And he faid: 
Detain me no longer, 'tis break of day, 


your 


%..£ @& WS ST "YT ww. 3 — WT 


* Hol, xii. 4. Yea he [Jacob] had. power over the 
and prevailed my wept 2 cation unto relies 
found him in Bethel, and there he fpake with us. Even the 
Lord God of hoſts, the Lord is his memorial. | | 
* Idem dicit R. Chjab, de eo, quod in hiſtoria Jacobi 
2 ip vir cumipſo, quod ſcil. in viſione 
phetiae erit, quia poſtea explicatur, ange- 
lus ſuerit. Maim. Mer. New. P. f. . —1 
| * Becaph jerico. Hab. Tetigit ne 
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ur family and flocks are preparing to 
194 To whom Jacob. anſwered : 7 
will not let thee go, except thou bleſs me 
Know then, ſaid tbe angel, that what 
now has paſt between us is deſigned to 
remove thy fear of Eſau, and give thee 
aflurance, that thou ſhalt prevail over 
him. And for that reaſon thou ſhall not 
only be called Jacob, but 1/rael '; for, as 
4 prince, thou. baſi power with Ged and 


with men. And Jacob called the name 
of the place Penuel, that is, the face of 
God ; for, ſais be, I have ſeen God face 


to face, and my life is preſerved. I doubt 


not but.I am fafe, and God will preſerve 
me. from any hurt by Eſau. In memory 


of this patriarch's halting upon the an- 
gel's ack: his deſcendants afterwards 
abſtained from _ that particular part 
of the beaſt, which anſwered to that in 


which Jacob was lamed. 
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cunque N cavum quiddam ſonat, Radix capbab, 
curuum ele, aut curvare ſignificat; unde fit ut caph, 
Nuntam pedir, aut wvolam' mans, quae incurvae ſunt, 
ſeu money paſſim denotet. Videtur ergo debere hic 
8 aliqua femoris concava, qua luxata, clau- 
— creari potuit. Nulla autem pars melius hic 
eonvenit ea, quam anatomici xJyalu vocant. Hanc cavi- 
tatem acetabulum vocabant Latini. Vid. Cleric. 
8 fi. contra Deum fortis fuiſti, quanto mag! 
contra homines praevalebis ? Al ben 01 2 6e 


Soon 


Gen. iv. 14. 
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#he Seripture-Revelations, 1 
Soon after Jacob had overtaken his fa- Chap. 33: 


mily, and travelled ſome way with them, 
he lifted up his eyes, and ſaw at ſome 
diſtance Eſau and his train. Jacob then 
put in order his family, placing his hand- 
maids and their children - in the front, 
Leah and hers in the middle, and Rachel 
and Joſeph -laſt; that thoſe he moſt 
favoured might be remoteſt from danger, 
in Cafe of an aſſault. Jacob then advanc- 
ing at the head of them towards Eſau, 
bowed himſelf to the ground ſeven times; 
and Efau forgeting all paſt reſentments 
ran to meet him, and embraced him in 
the tendereſt manner. And when upon 
his inquiry, to whom the women and 
childten belonged, Jacob replied, The 


children which: God bath graciouſly given 


thy ſervant 3 they in order came near, and 
bowed themſelves. Eſau then refuſed 
Jacob's preſent, ſince his own circum- 
ſtances were large; but Jacob intreated 
him, if he had found favour in his fight, 
to accept of it, which Eſau did; and in 
return invited him to Seir, and offered to 
conduct him thither in perſon. But Ja- 


cob told him, that his children were ten- 


der, and that the flocks and herds which 


were with young would dye, if they were 


overdriven one day; and therefore he re- 
queſted his brother to travel on before, 


his own pace, and he would follow him, 
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as faſt as the children and cattel would 
admit, till he arrived at Seir. Eſau con- 
ſented, yet would leave ſome of his at- 
rendants to conduct him to his houſe, but 
Jacob deſired to be excuſed that cere- 
mony. Eſau then returned that day on 
his way to Seir. After this viſit to his 
brother at Seir, and probably another to 
his father Iſaac at Gerar, Jacob from 
thence journied to Succoth, about forty 
miles northward, in the land of Canaan, 
where he built booths for his cattle, which 
gave the name of Succoth, that is, tents 
or booths, to the place. Continuing there 
bur a ſhort time, he came ſafe to a city of 
Shechem *, or to the city called She- - 
chem ; here intending to reſide, he 
rchaſed a part of a field, where he had 
Proc bis tent, of the cbi dren of Hamor, 
bechem's father, for an hundred pieces of 
money. And he erected chere an altar, 
and called it ane 8 


T 
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During 


1 Bir Schechem. Tab. Et venit Jacob ſanus 
in civitatem Sychem. | 'Onkelos; Deinde i us eſt Ja- 
cob incolumis in civitatem Nabolos. Arab. Ver. Tan- 
dem venit Jacob ſalvus, una cum omnibus quae habebat, 
in civitatem Sychem. Jon. 7. This may reſer to the 
ſoundneſs of his leg; or to the ſafety of his perſon, in that 
he received no hurt by his brother Eſau ; or to the ſaſety 
of every thing he poſſeſſed, no evil accident having be- 
fallen him of any'fort fince he left Laban. ' © ö 

Jacob emiſſe legitur partem agri filiorum Hamor, 
dae, a. * unt agnis, quod — Grazcos Sor; 
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Shechem, Dinah, the daughter of Leah, 
at a time when ſome public feſtival was 


to be celebrated, went out from her mo- 


ther's tent fo ſee the daughters of the land, 
unguarded by any of her brothers. When 
Shechem (from whom probably the ci 

had its name) the ſon of Hitor the He. 
vite prince of that country ſaw her, he 
took her by force and raviſhed her *. Af- 


tur Chaldaicus, Syrus, Samaritanus, Arabs uterque, et 
Vulgatus interpres. Alii tamen nally wroy, id eſt, cen- 
tum minis, legunt, aha extrito : aut pro agnis nummos 
intelligunt agni effigie ſignatos, 3 cudiſſe legitur Ser- 
vius rex Romanorum. As vii. 16. Vid. Bochart. Hiero- 
vic. P. i. L. i. c 2. et L. ii. c. 43, Rem C is e. 

The wand kefita, as the learned Bochart has evidently 
proved, ſignifies ſome kind of money ; fince, tho the an- 
tient verſions have rendered it a /amb, it is never uſed to 
expreſs that idea in other places. Koſeth in Hebrew de- 
notes truth, and k-fita may ſignify money which has its 
juſt fineneſs or weight, for the word is applied to weights, 
Deut. xxv. 15. Prov. xvi. 11. Thoſe, who to reconcile 
our with the * verſions an 3 
interpret it of money, which had ſtampt upon it a 

all probability miſtake. For tho long before this they did 
not trade merely by the exchange of one commodity for 
another ; yet, it 1s likely, that money was at this time 
weighed, and not ſtampt or coined. Abraham weighed to 
Ephron four hundred ſhekels for his field, and the word 
 ſhekel comes from aka! to weigh. This cuſtom conti- 
nued to David's time, 1 . i. 25. And what is ſaid 
of Servius the king of the Romans has no force, ſince that 
was many hundred years af ter. 
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During Jacob's ſtay in the confines of Chap. 34. 
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158 An Ess AI for explaining 


ter this he could think of having no one 
but her, for he loved her exceedingly, 
and courted her to marry him with ſuch 
profeſſions of fincere kindneſs, as might 
gain her heart, notwithſtanding the in- 
jury he had done her; and acquainting 
is father with his affection for her, put 
him upon treating with Jacob about the 
match. When Jacob firſt heard of his 
daughter's diſgrace, which he did pro- 
bably by ſome of Dinah's ſervants, he 
took no notice of ir, till he could have 
the advice and aſſiſtance of his ſons, who 
were now tending the cattle in the field 
which he had lately purchaſed, or ſome 
hired ground remote from the city. Ha- 
mor father of Shechem went to Ja- 
cob, and made propoſals of marriage. 
Jacob defired time to confider on it, till 
the reſt of his family ſhould return. 
The ſons of Jacob received the news of 
their ſiſter's diſaſter with grief and re- 
ſentment. Hamor with che young prince 
came again to renew the propoſal of a 
. mariage, and acquainted them with the 
ſincerity of his ſon's affection to Dinah; 
and offered to inc te Jacob and his 
whole family into their ſociety, and in- 


— 


veſt them with all the ſame rights and 


privileges of the country, that they them- 
ſelves injoyed. — (ers the young 
prince, uſed his ſolicitations with them, 
4 . Promiſing 


the Scripture-Revelations. 
promiſing to give whatever they ſhould 
demand for a dowry and gift, to make 
an honourable compenſation for the in- 
jury he had done her ; entreating only 
that they would favour him ſo far, as 70 
give him the damſel to wife. The ſong 
of Jacob, to whoſe conſideration the pa- 
triarch had refered the affair, eſpecially 
Simeon and Levi, brothers to Dinah by the 
fame mother Leah, made anſwer : That 
whereas the religion ogy profeſſed laid 
every male of them under an indiſpen- 
ſable obligation to be circumciſed, as the 
badge of their being the ſervants of the 
true God, they could not in conſcience or 
honour conſent to incorporate with any 
people, who would not ſubmit. to the 
ſame. rite. If therefore they would com- 
ply with this condition, their requeſt 
might be yielded to; otherwiſe they de- 
fired their ſiſter might be returned, and 
they would be gone. Theſe words plea- 
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ſed Hamor and his ſon Shechem, which 


is not ſtrange, if we conſider how paſ- 
fionately Shechem loved Dinah, and the 
great affection Hamor had to Shechem, 
who was more honourable than all the 
houſe of his father, that is, in greater 
eſteem with his father, and all the fa- 
mily, than any other belonging to it, Be- 
ſides Hamor was but a ſmall prince, and 
his city little; which he thought os 
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1 ¼: ̃ ⁵·O—Ã Ogre, 7.—ÜÄ—— AT oo ooo... 
# * w * 
* & 
L 
= 24 


5 — — 
be > >; 8 : = - — * . 
= PR” -. Far L l a Sp 3 mY _ 
rere 
— 2 — — — — 2 <ew_ —HDOGIDAg> <a — — 8 < 
A FILE" : m_—_ *— I * 7 =, a 4 8 2 


* 
*. * 
| 


160 An Ess A for explainting 

| be greatly inriched and ſtrengthened by 
incorporating with them Jacob's family, 
who were very wealthy. 'To which may 
be added his fear of the ſad conſequences, 
that might follow upon ſuch an act of 
violence, as his ſon had commited. Up- 

on the return of Hamot and Shechem th 
went to the gate of their city, where all 
public affairs were tranſacted, and com- 
muned with the men of the city, uſing ma- 
ny arguments to perſuade the people to 
conſent. Theſe men, ſay they, are peace- 
able, let them dwell in the land, and trade 
therein by a public law. The land is 
large enough, and part of it lies unculti- 
vated, which theſe men will improve. 
Let us therefore incorporate with each 
other by marriages, to which they will 
not conſent, but upon condition that e- 
very male among us be circumciſed, as 
they are. Shall not their cattel, and their 
ſubſtance, and every beaſt of theirs be ours ? 
Only let us conſent to them, and they will 
dwell with us. Theſe arguments pre- 
vail'd, and every male was es fed: all 
who went out of the gate of bis city. Now 
upon the third day after this painful ope- 
ration, when they were ſore, and began to 
be feveriſh, Simeon and Levi, Dinah's 
— brethren, with their ſervants and at- 
tendants, root each man his ſword, and came 


=> wt Si! S i! V. 
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upon the city boldly, and flew all the males, 


particularly Hamor and Shechem his ſon, 
and reſcued their ſiſter Dinah, and car- 
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ried her off. The reſt of Jacob's ſons, 


who were able to bear arms, came after 
the flaughter, and helpt to plunder the 
city, and too their ſheep, and their oxen, 
and their aſſes, and that which was in the 
city, and that which was in the field, and 
all their wealth, and all their little ones, 
and their wives took they captive, It is rea- 
ſonable to ſuppoſe, that jacob cauſed the 
wives and children to be ſet at liberty, 
and reſtored to them their former poſ- 
ſeſſions. But the ſpoil of the houſe of 
Hamor, and Shechem perhaps, Jacob's 
ſons kept to themſelves, in compenſa- 
tion for the wrongs, which they thought 
Shechem had done ; none of the family 
probably ſurviving to own them. The 
news of this cruel act of revenge put Ja- 
cob into the utmoſt diſtreſs, in which he 
repreſented to Simeon and Levi, how o- 
dious they had rendered his character te 
all the neighbouring countreys, who, as 


„Ouens foplits nes r uhu] os drew x41 in 
„iar  TeTgaupirey, fue mg Joe iC aA This 
PuAREs K]iures: ot „ Kai TapinIivies is Tiw 
Toy dvaggeo: rd dpper, nds + gase cb avſois, 
xd Toy adv did gel NN I ylwamar. Fol. Aut. 
Jud. L. i. c. 21. 51. Et aſcenderunt contra civitatem 
quae habitabat ſecure. Fon. Targ. ; 
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his number was few, would unite and 
deſtroy him and his family. To whom 
they replied, Should be [Shechem] deal 
with our fiſter, as with an harlot '? 
This affliction happened ſeveral years 
after Jacob had left Laban. Joſeph was 
then but fix years old, and Dinah per- 
hapsa year older; ſo that when ſhe was for- 
Cibly taken away by Shechem, we may ſup- 
poſe her about fourteen. Ir is evident from 
the hiſtory, that when Jacob returned to 

Canaan, the eldeſt of his ſons could not be 

thirteen years old. It is probable therefore 

that Jacob was an hundred and four, and 

Joſeph thirteen years old, when this bloody 

fact was commited : ſo that it fell out ſeven 
years, or thereabouts, after the patriarch 
had left Padan-aram ; a part of which 

time was ſpent in viſiting Eſau and his 
father Iſaac, and part at Succoth, and 
four years, it is likely, near Shechem. 

All which time, it is remarkable, he had 
omited to pay the vow he had. made at 
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Non decet ut dicatur in congregatione Iſraelitarum, 
incircumcifi polluerunt virginem, et celentes idola inqui- 
narunt filiam Jacob. Verum fic conveniens eſt ut dicatur, 
incircumciſi interſecti ſunt propter virginem, et colentes 
idola propter filiam Jacob : neque erit Sychem filius Ha- 
mor ſubſannans ſermonibus nos; nam ficut mulierem me- 
retricem et ſcortum, cui non eſt qui requirat, fecifſet ſoro- 
tem noſtram, fi non ſeciſſemus hanc rem. Targ. For. et 
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Bethel, when he was taking his flight to 
Laban. Tho he had indeed erected an 


altar at Shechem and called it E Elobe- 
Iſrael. Aan 0 
This cruel action of Jacob's ſons made Chap. 35. 
it very unſafe for him to ſtay any longer 
in thoſe parts. While he was in great 
perplexity, God ſaid unto him, Ariſe, 
go up to Bethel, and dwell there, which 
was about rwenty miles ſouthward ; and 
make there an altar unto God, who ap- 
' peared to thee, when thou fledeſt from the 
face of Eſau thy brother. Then Jacob 
called upon his family, and hired ſer- 
vants who lived with him, to prepare 
themſelves for the ſolemn worſhip of Je- 
hovah, by puting away the ſtrange Gods 
that might be among them (ſuch as the 
Theraphimt ſtolen by Rachel from her fa- 
ther, or any thing of that kind brought 
from Meſopotamia, or plundered from 
the Shechemites without his knowledge) 
and by waſhing their bodies, and chang- 
ing their garments. And they gave unto 
Jacob all the frange Gods, which were in 
their hand, and the ear-rings ' that were 
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1 Qua vero imagines inveniuntur urbium portis impo- 
ſitae, ſi in manu fuerit forma virgae, vel avis, 5 
vel gladii, vel coronae, aut annuli ; arguuntur eo ad 
cultum faQae, eoque illicitae ſunt ad quaeſtum. Vid. 
3 De Iabl. C. Wy 8. Et monilia, quae erant in auri- 
habitatorum Sychem, in quibus depicta erat ima 
idolorum ipfius. Jos. Jg. - 
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An ESSA I for explaining 
in their ears; either in the ears of the 
idols, or which were worn by themſelves 
as amulets, having the effigies of ſome 
God, or ſymbolical notes, which they 
fanſied would preſerve them from ſeve- 
ral miſchiefs. And Jacob after (as ſome 
think) he had broke theſe in pieces, or 
melted them, hid them under the oak ', 
which was by Shechem. Tho it took up 
ſome time to do all this, yet the people 
of the land did not fall upon Jacob! 's fa- 
_ becauſe the terror of 'f the Lord was 

the cities round about them. So Fa- 
2 and all the people who were with bim 
arrived fafe at Luz, that is Bethel, where 
he built an altar *, and called the place El- 
beth-el ; becauſe God there appeared to him, 
when be fled from the . his brother. 
At this time Deborah, Rebekab's nurſe 
died. It is probable that when Jacob 
went to fee his father, Rebekah being 
dead, Deborah was defirous to live with 
his wives, who were her country-women 
and that her death is here mentioned, to 
give an account how this oak came 2 
the name of Allon-bacuth, that _ = 
mournful oak *, in after-times. 
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appeared unto Jacob again, and ſaid, Thy 


name ſhall not be called any more Facob ', 
from ſupplanting thy brother, and get- 
ing the advantage of him; but Iſrael 
ball be thy name; and he called his name 
Ijrael *, that is, @ prince with God: and 
added, I am God almighty, by which 
name I bleſſed Abraham, and Iſaac bleſ- 
ſed thee +*; be fruitful and multiply, a na- 
tion and a company of nations ſhall be of 
thee, and kings ſhall come out of thy loins ; 
and the land which I gave Abraham, and 
 Tjaac, to thee will I give it, and to thy 
ſeed after thee will I give the land. And 
God went up from him *, in the place where 
be talked with him. And Jacob ſet up @ 
pillar in the place to be a monument of 
the goodneſs of God, who had there ap- 
peared to him, and made him ſuch kind 
and gracious promiſes ; a pillar of ſtone, 
which he conſecrated todivine ſervice, by 
pouring a drink offering and oil upon it, 
and offered up praiſes to Jehovah, own- 
ing that all the bleſſings he poſſeſſed were 
from him, and paid according to his vow 
the tenth of all that God had given him, 


dit ab eo divina majeſtas Dei, Fon. T. 
6 Chap. xxviii. 2. : 
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S An ESsSA I for explaining 
calling the name of that K where God 
Male with him, Bethel. | 

Jacob after ſome time * journeying 
from Bethel travelled towards Hebron, 
to pay his laſt viſit to his father Iſaac, 
who was removed thither from Gerar. 

Upon the road *, a little way from E- 

phrath, Rachel fell into labour, which was 

attended with ſuch difficulty, that tho 

ſhe was delivered of a ſon, yet ſhe liv'd 

not long after; and as ber ſoul was de- 

rting ſhe calrd his name Benoni, that 
is, the Jon of my ſorrow ; Which Jacob 
changed i into Benjamin, that is, the ſon of 
bis ſtrength, or of his old age. As a teſti- 
monial of his great affection for Rachel, 

Jacob ſet up a pillar over her grave”. . 

When the uſual time of mourning was 
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F 1 tas, venit verno tempore ad terram, 

Ma Ephratam. Valg. | 

Vid. Cleric. in loc. 

12 nomine in lege prohibitae cenſetur KuQura, 
ad quam ſe omnes congregant; vis id fiat ad ſervi- 
endum Deo vero. Talis enim eſt cultus idolorum, Di- 
tum autem eſt, neque eriges tibi flatuam, Deut. xvi. 22. 
| o_ Maim. De Idol. cap. vi. 5 8. "a 

tatuae nomine in lege prohibitae {criptoris noſtri 
ſententia eſt, non 2 quaſvis, fed — dun- 
taxat, eſſe interdictas; non illas itidem, quae in rei ali - 


cujus teſtimonium ponerentur. Qualis illa Jacobi, Gen. 
xxviii. 22. xxxi. 52. Annot. Voſs. 


Set gib wires Lame or, fin i? Tu 
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over, ae! journeyed, and ſpread his tent 
beyond the tower of Edgar, that is, the 
tower of the flock. There Reuben defiled 
Bilhah, his father's concubine ; and tho 
he thought to have concealed it from him, 
yet it came to his knowledge, for which 
it is probable he gave him ſevere rebukes*, 
— afterwards deprived him of his birth- 

right. | 
The number of Jacob's children being 
now completed by the birth of Benja- 


min, the hiſtorian thought proper here to 


enumerate them. And they being all 
born (except Benjamin) before he had 
the name of Iſrael, they are ſtiled the 
ſons of Jacob. The ſons of Leab were 
Reuben, Jacob's firſt-born, Simeon, Levi, 
Fudah, Iſſachar, Zebulun : the ſons of 
Rachel, Joſeph and Benjamin: the ſons 
of Bilbab, Rachel's handmaid, Dan and 
Napbtali: the ſons of Zilpab, Leah's 
handmaid, Gad and Aſher. After Jacob 
had refided with his father ſome time in 
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Hebron, Iſaac died in the hundred and 


z This is the firſt time the hiſtorian calls him asl. 


And the Jews tell us that the reaſon, why he now gives him 


that name, is, becauſe he bore the death of his beloved 


wiſe with great patience and ſubmiſſion to the will of God. 
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forte ex me exierit aliquis degener, &c. Jar. Jon. 
3 Chap. xlix. 3, 4. 
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168 An Ess A for explaining 
ceeightieth year of his age, and his ſons 
Efav and Jacob buried him. 

Chap. 36. To ſhow the accompliſhment of Iſaac's 
bleſſing *, the hiſtorian - ſets down the 

marriages of Eſau, and the character of 

his deſcendants. Eſau took two wives of 
the daughters of Canaan, and a third of 

the family of Iſhmael. 'Theſe went 


called alſo Adab; and Mahalah *, cal- 
led alſo Baſhemath ; and Fudith *, called 
alſo Abolibamab. By Adab he had Eli- 
phaz*, who by Timna his concubine was 

ther of Amalek; and from whom 
ſprung Teman, Omar, Zepho, Gatam, 


* 
— 


xz Gen. XXvVi. 34. 1 


liarum et ſtirpium filiorum Seir eſt propter certum quoddam 
praeceptum, Exod. xvii. hoc videlicet: Quod Deus prae- 
ceperit delere omnem memoriam Amalek (Amalek 
| etenim fuit filius Eliphaz ex Timnah ſorore Lotanis). reli- 
F | 22 filos Eſavi non juſſerit interimere. Niſi itaque 
1 familiae illae, et particulares ipſarum deſcriptiones ſuiſſent 
bi eonſignatae, omnes pariter ſuiſſent interſecti. Mor. Nev. 


P. iti. c. $0. | 
' Þ* Beſchem, h. e. aroma. Forte Hada poſtea dicta eſt a 
Rebecca, quod eſſet et contumax, nam haec eſt vocis 
ex Arabiſmo ſignificatio. Vid. Gen. xxvi. 35. | 

Forte prius nomen a 2hul, dolere, derivatum, quaſi 
infauſtum ; cum haec ſoceris magis placeret, in Baſhemath 
Pu mats quod aromatum odor gratus fit. Vid. Cleric. 
in loc. | 


* Laudabilis, et ab altitudine tentorii, quod forte ejuſ- 
2 


modi delectaretur tentorio, Obolibama dicta et. 
Ille eſt Eliphaz, focius Jobi. Jun. Targ. 


and 


each under ſeveral names, Baſhemath *, 


Maimonides aſſigns another reaſon : Enarratio fami- 


the Scripture-Revelations. 
and Kenaz. By Baſhemath, Reuel; from 
whom deſcended Nahath, Zerah, Sham- 
mah, and Mizzah. By Abolibamab, Je- 
uſh, Jaalam, and Korah. As Eſau's 
firſt ſettlement, after parting from his 
father, was in Ser; ſo at his father's 
death, when he came into Canaan, find- 
ing that countrey (wherein himſelf and 
his brother were but ſojourners) too 
ſtreight to hold both their families, and 
having much inlarged his dominions at 
home, he agreed with Jacob about the 
diviſion of their paternal eſtate, left him 
in Hebron, and returned to his ſettle- 
tlement in Seir ; which country had that 
original name from one of its firſt inhabi- 
tants, or conquerors ', but now was 
called Edom, from Eſau its new conque- 
ror, Who bore that name *, as his poſte- 
rity did that of . Edomztes, or Idumeans. 
The deſcendants of Eſau by 
wives were dukes *, heads or rulers of 
families. The fame kind of government 
had been exerciſed in theſe parts before 
the conqueſts of Eſau; and Seir was the 
firſt, from whom ſprung the following 
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ſeven heads of very conſiderable clans or 

tribes: Lotan, and Shobal, and Zibeon, 

and Anah, and Diſhon, and Ezer, and 

Diſhan. From Zibeon came that Anah, 

who firſt met and encountered the gi 

tic people called Jemim or Emim *, 1 or 
arg 


a. 
erms 


2 
interpres, He 7 Ana, qui invenit aquas a Doe in ſolitudine. 
E Chaldaeis unus Onkelos gigantes exponit, et Samaritanus 
Emaces. Septuaginta denique, et Graeci poſteriores A- 

quila, —.—— Theodotion, Lagadi- hic habent, vo- 
cem Hebraeam. Graecis characteribus utcunque efferre 
contenti ; ut quam aliter reddi poſſe deſperaverint. In his 
— omnium diſplicent, qui maria interpretantur. 
wa licet uſdem literis, tamen diverſiſſimis vo- 
. ribuntur jemim et m, id _ maria; tum 
quia jammim five maria ebw non dicuntur quae- 
vis aquarum cong} 3 ſed vel maria proprie 
dicta, vel magni „ quales Tiberiadis et altites. 
Cujuſmodi lacus in deſerto reperiſſe non tanti eſt, ut ab il. 
lorum inventione quis potuerit inſigniri, cum ki nemini 
non pateant. Et qui calidas aguas, tanquam ex Punica 
lingua primi explicarunt, vocalibus nondum adſcriptis, pro 
hajemim, videntur ebemim legiſſe, et — ſiſſe 2 * 
voce Arabica ejuſdem ſoni, quae aguam 
| perſunt Samaritanus et Onkelos : — ille — its it 
gigantes, Inveniſſe hoſtes Hebraea phraſi dicitur, 
dit, vel etiam qui irruit in illos ex improviſo. Vi Rach. 
Hiper. P. i. L. ü. c. 21. Wagenſe thinks that ein, 


or, 


the Scripture-Revelations. 171 
dering on thoſe parts, and gave them a 
ſignal defeat. But Efau's poſterity having 
by the ſword extended their territories, 
changed that model of government from 
heads of tribes to kingly power; which 
laſted a conſiderable time, before there 
reigned any king over the chilaren of If 
rael. The ſucceſſion of theſe kings is 
as follows, namely: Bela, Jobab, Hu- 
ſham, Hadad, Samlah, Saul, Baalhanan, 
and Hadar; who being of different and 
diſtin& families, altered the ſeat of the 
government as they ſaw fit. Of theſe no- 
thing remarkable is tranſmited to us, but 
that Hadad the fon of Bedad ſinote Midian 
in the field of Moab. The Midianites. 
probably came to invade them ; and Ha- 


n ſignifies anfherb or plant. 
See his Armor. upon Sofa. I have taken the interpretation 
to which Bochart inclines, as moſt agreeable to the cha- 
rafter of the heads of the families, which ſprung from 
Eſau, who are ſtiled dukes and ings, and who were to live 
by the ſword. _ | 

* Haec verba aliis Moſis non eſſe videntur, aliis con- 
tra cenſentibus. Qui Moſis eſſe contendunt, non una &a- 
demque ratione haec interpretantur. Sunt, qui velint hunc 
eſſe — : Ante Moſem, qui fuit rex Iſraelis, quia putant 
eum regem in TJeſchurun vocari, Deut. XXiii. 5. 
alii rejiciunt, qui opinantur Deum ipſum, non Moſem, in 
eo Deuteronomii loco regem dici. Itaque malunt ſpiritu pro- 
Phetico haec dixiſſe Moſem, quippe qui norat olim in If- 
raele futuros reges, ut liquet ex Gen. xvii.!6, Verum 
non defuerunt, quibus duriſſimum videretur hic vaticinari 
Moſem; itaque hunc locum inter eos numerandum, qui 
ab ejus manu non ſunt, exiſtimarent, qua de re egimus in 
Diſ. De auftore Pentateuchi. Clerigg in loc. © 920 


dad marched out and met them in the 
frontiers of their country, which joined 
to that of Moab, where he gained a con- 
fiderable 8 + While theſe elective 
kings reigned, there were ſeveral eminent 

dukes, or heads of different families, who 
perhaps reigned at the ſame time in ſeve- 
ral parts of the country ; unleſs we will 
ſuppoſe (as many do) — they now re- 
turned to their firſt conſtitution, and 
kings were laid aſide for ſome time. 
Thus much for the hiſtory and govern- 
ment of the Edomites, the poſterity of 
Eſau or Edom. 3 


Chap. zy. To return now to the tranſactions of 


Jacob and his family: Jacob after Iſaac's 
death remained in the land of Canaan, in 
which his father had been a ſojourner. 
And during his ſtay there, Fo/eph, being 
een years old, was feeding the flock 
with his brethren, and the lad (who was 
ienced, and for that reaſon like- 
wiſe called a child) was with the ſons of 
Brlhah, and with the ſons f Zilpab: be- 
cauſe Bilhah was Rachel's handmaid, and 
might be regarded as his mother, fince 


Rachel was now dead; and the ſons 


of Zilpah might probably be ſup- 
poled to have leſs rivalry with him, 


— „ 
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as he was Rachel's ſon, This was ra- 
ther choſen, than that he ſhould be 
with the ſons of Leah; who might 
be thought to envy him, on account 
of his father's more peculiar regard to 
him. He early diſcovered a diſpoſition 
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to virtue, and remarked the irregulari- 


ties of his brethren, and reported them 
to his father; which, added to his be- 
ing Rachel's ſon after long barreneſs, 
and the comfort of his old age (Benja- 
min 'not being yet grown up to give any 
pray of his future worth) ſo indeared 

im to the good old man, that he could 


not forbear diſcovering a peculiar 


y the gaiety and coſtlineſs of his 
. This 2 upon him the ill- will 


— — . HE am 
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Fecitque ei tunicam polymitam. Vulg. Onk. Xrrdva 
1 tunicam verſicolorem. Samarit. tu- 
nicam ſericeam. Verſ. Arab. tunicam fimbriatam. 
Hr. Venſ. tunicam figuratam. Fon. Targ. Paſſim. Heb, 
tunicam fruftorum, id eſt, variis particulis diverſorum colo- 
rum conſutam. Alii volunt paſim vocari, non areolas 
variorum colorum, ſed ea, quae Graeci vocant Ties et 
ü N ia, hoc eſt limbos et inſtitas, quibus orae veſtium 
ornarenrur. Sunt denique, qui exiſtimant manicatam et 


for him, and diſtinguiſhing 


talarem tunicam intelligi, quia pas Chaldaeis wolam manus 


et plantam pedis ſonat; fic. eſſet tunica, cujus ora infima ad 
pedes uſque prolaberetur, et manicae ad manus uſque pro- 
miſſae efſent. Vid, Braun. De weſtitu Sacerd. Hebr. Lib. i. 
c. 17. Cleric. "Sw ee 

of 
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of his brethren, who looked upon him 
with an envious eye, and would hardly 
treat him with the leaſt civility. They 
had long before been diſguſted by cer- 
tain dreams, which, tho they could not 
be interpreted otherwiſe, than as pre- 
ſages of his future ſuperior greatneſs, he 
however in perfect innocence and fim- 
plicity communicated tothem. The moſt 
remarkable of his dreams were the two 
following ', one of which was thus : Be- 
bold wwe were binding ſheaves in the field, 
and lo, my ſheaf aroſe, and flood upright, 
aud your ſheaves ftoo round about, and mad: 
obeiſance to my ſheaf. They took this to 
ſignify, that he would — time or other 


— 


— 
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2 — eſt ſomniorum verorum et 
prophetiae, quae a ſe invicem differunt in multitudine, non 
vero ſpecie. $7 fuerit propheta inter ry: * ONS, 2 
— in viſione me notum facio i 
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arrive at a * over them, even to a 
degree like that of princes over their ſub- 
jects: and they bated bim yet the more. 
His ſecond dream, which he told his bre- 


thren, confirmed the former, by repeat- 


ing the ſame thing under different fi- 
gures; but was more comprehenſive, as 
relating to his father, as well as his bre- 
thren. Behold, ſaid he, the ſun, and the 
moon, and the eleven far: obei ſance to 
me. The impreſſion of it upon his mind 
was ſo ſtrong, that he could not be eaſy, 
till he had acquainted his father with it. 
Jacob, to prevent any preſent conceit in 
Joſeph, or growing reſentment in his 
brethren, gave the lad this gentle rebuke: 
What is this dream, that thou haſt dreamed? 
Shall I, and thy not ber, and thy brethren 
indeed come to bow down ourſelves to thee to 
the earth? But being no ſtranger to ſuch 


"ONS 


kind of extraordinary impreſſions, and 


having a juſt opinion of the virtuous diſ- 
polio of his ſon, he could not but re- 

t.on Joſeph's dreams, which pointed 
to the ſame thing under different images: 
while the malice of his ſons ripened in- 
to a defigned revenge Againſt Joſeph, 
which they executed in the following 
manner. The increaſe of Jacob's flocks 
made it neceſſary to inlarge the paſture, 
and frequent removals to find freſh. This 
occaſioned his ſons to go with the flocks, 
- FITS as 
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as far as Shechem, where Jacob had 
made a purchaſe. Jacob, knowing that 
that they were among thoſe, whom ſome 
time ago they had greatly provoked by 
an inſtance of barbarous cruelty, and hay- 
ing had probably no intelligence of them 
a good while, ſends Joſeph to get infor- 
mation of their welfare. Joſeph by the 
direction of a man, who met him wan- 
dering in the field, found them in Do- 
than. When his brethren ſaw him afar 
off, even before he came near unto them, 
they conſpired againſt him to ſlay him, ſay- 
ing: Behold, this maſter of dreams ap- 
proaches; come now, let us flay him, and 
caſt him into ſome pit, and we will ſay to 
our father, /ome evil beaſt hath devoured 
him, and we ſhall ſee what will become of 
his dreams. But Reuben the eldeſt diſ- 
ſuaded them from killing him, tellin 
them they might gain their end as w 
by throwing him into a neighbouring 
pit. This advice Reuben gave, intend- 
ing privately to reſcue him afterward, 
which carried in it the appearance of 


— — — — 
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Et invenit eum Gabriel in ſimilitudine viri. For. 
Targ. Obſerva autem convenientiam verborum illorum de 
Hagare, E! invenit eam angelus Domini ad fontem aguarum, 
cum 11s, quae de Joſepho legimus, Et invenit eum wir, et 
ecce oberrabat in = omnia Medraſchoth concor- 
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humanity ; but might alſo_be defigned to 
ingratiate himſelf with his father, whoſe 
diſpleaſure he had juſtly incured by a for- 
mer miſcarriage '. This counſel was 
complied with, and no ſooner did Joſeph 
come up to them, but they ſtript him 
of his fie coat, and took him, and caſt 
bim into a pit, which was then empty 
of water; it being uſual in thoſe countrys 
to dig pits to hold rain-water for their 
cattle, when they could not find a ſpring, 
or were near no river. After this they 


ſat down. to eat bread, when lifting up 
their eyes they beheld a compre (for in 


thoſe eaſtern countries perſons dared not 
to travel alone thro the deſarts, leſt they 
ſhould meet with robers, or wild beaſts) 


conſiſting of Medanites, Iſhmaelites, and 


Midianites*, who came by the way of 


Gilead, with their camels (the moſt pro- 


per beaſts for carriage in thoſe places, 
ſince they could travel a great way with- 
out drink) bearing ſtorax *, reſin, and 


—_— — 


—— — — — — 
—— — _ 


n. 


| 
* Chap. xxxv. 22. | . 

Ut ut ſit, merito camelos propheta deſcribit venientes 
ex Madian et Epha, cum nullibi ſint frequentiores, quam 
in Madianitide. Vid. Boch. _ P. i. L. ii. c. 3. 

3 Cur Aquila maxime placeat,} qui foracem dit, 
plures habeo rationes,  Quarum prima haec eſto, quod in 


Syria ſtorax abunde provenit. Secundo, merito cenſetur 
ſtorax inter laudatifimos terrae fructus, cum ejus uſum 1 
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brother, . b 
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myrrh, going to carry tbem doum to Egypt. 
Ta, 0 5 een g. „ aid by 15 
wethren, What profit is it if we ſlay our 
leting him die in the pit, 
and conceal his blood, tho we ſhould be 
able to keep his murder ſecret, which is 
not eaſy to do? Come, let fe him to 
the Iſhmaelites, and let not our hand be up- 
on him, for be is our brother. This was 
apreed to, and a bargain made for him, 


for twenty pieces of ſilver and tbey 


brought Toſeph into Egypt. Reuben, who 


was abſent, when Joleph was ſold (pro- 
him 


bably contriving ſome way to get 


out of the pit) privately returned thither ; 
and not finding him there rent his clothes, 


and coming to his brethren. expreſſed the 
utmoſt diſtreſs; The child is not, and I, whi- 
ther fhall I go? who am the eldeſt, and 
who ſhould conſequently have taken the 
greateſt care of him ? But they ſoon per- 
ſuaded him, after they had related all that 


1 N * 


dici inter aromata maxime commendent. Tertio, ut hic 
Iſmaclitae, fic apud Plinium Arabes ex Syria revehunt ſty- 
racem, &c. Lem P. ii. L. iv. c. 12. 4 ; 
Exc x, Lxx. u, dlxoot. Fol. Ant. Jud. 
EL $3: $9 ha W and other verſions, it 


twenty pieces of fikver ; and ſince moſt interpreters explain a 
piece of filver to be a ficle, which weighed half an ounce, 
twenty pieces of filver muſt amount to ten ounces of pure 
ſilver. The reaſon why ſo ſmall a price was demanded, 
probably was, that the Midianites might the ſooner come 
to an agreement, 28 8 2825 | 
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had paſſed, to come into their project of 
concealing the matter from their father. 
To effect this, Killing a kid of the eur, 
they took Joſeph's coat of many colours, 
and diped it in the blood, and by meſ- 
ſengers ſent it to their father; who, as 
if it had been found by chance, aſked 
him, whether it was his ſon's coat, or 
not. It is, replied Jacob, my ſon's coat, 
ſome wild beaſt without doubt has de- 
voured him. Then he rent his clothes, 
and put on ſackcloth, and mourned for 
his fon many days; probably beyond the 
ordinary time of mourning, And when 
all his fons and daughters roſe up to com-- 
fort him, he was inconſolable, and ſaid, 
I will go down into the graue unto my ſon, 
mourning : Thus his father wept for him. 
The event in reference to Joleph was, 
SYP 


that the merchants ſold him in t to 
Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, and cap- 
tain of the guard *. 
Vid. Cleric. in lic. 
* Heb. feris, = vocem oTaJoy]2 et eunuchum ver- 
ulg. 
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tunt oz Lxx. et 


doque ſigni ut liquet ex Eſai. Lvi. 3,4. 5. Notum 
etiam eſt apud orientis reges frequentes fuiſſe 
quos primum is pracfecerunt, deinde etiam omnis 


— — — Hine puto factum, ut ea vox 
tio ſigniſicatu au/icum et praefectum regium, quam- 
quam minime exſectum ä Potiphar certe, qui 
uxorem habuit, vir ſuiſſe videtur. Hine Onkelos ſeris in- 


" 


plerique aſſentiuntur Intt. Cleric. 
3 N 2 Bu 


nec dubium quin caſtratum quan- 


terpretatur rabba, quae vox magnatem ſignificat, eique 
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Chap. 38. 
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But leaving Joſeph for a while in his 
ſervitude in Egypt, I ſhall relate ſome 
remarkable tranſactions of ſudah, who 
was Jacob's fourth ſon, and born to him, 
when he was eighty eight years old". 
Some time after Jacob's return from Me- 
ſopotamia into Canaan, Judah went down 
from his brethren, and turned in to a cer- 
tain Adullamite, whoſe name was Hirab, 
with whom he contracted a friendſhip, and 
ſeeing there a daughter of a certain Cana- 
anite, whoſe name was Shuab *, fell in 
love with her, and married her, when he 
was about thirteen years of age. By her 
he had three ſons, Er, Onan, and Shelah, 
Judah diſpoſed of Er, the eldeſt, in mar- 
riage to one whole name was Tamar. 
But he was of ſo profligate a life, that 
Fehovab ſuddenly cut him off by ſome un- 
uſual ſtroke, before he had any children 
by her. Judah then (according to the 
cuſtom of thoſe times) martied her to 


* 
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1 See Ainſworth, 


Et proſelytam reddidit eam, et ingreſſus eſt ad eam. 


on. Targ. 
The manner in which the hiſtorian tells this ſtory, ren- 
ders it probable, that Judah had not the conſent of his fa- 


ther, which is alſo confirmed by his marrying ſo young - 
ly 


and when two of his ſons periſhed thro the 


youth (as he apprehended) ] could not but be ſen- 
fible of his own ill conduct. | . 


Onan, his ſecond ſon. But he knowing 


k _— 
614417248 hate" 


th 
de 
dr 
ve 
T 
fa 
be 
fo 
al 
$] 
hi 
tt 
Ja 
tr 
4 
2 
1 
A 
J 
tl 
d 
/ 
i 
y 
1 


1 mn * 1 | ; G 
"the Scripture-Revelati ons. 1 


chat his firſt-born by her would not be 
looked upon as his, but his brother's; nor 
inherit his, but his brother's eſtate; tho 
che following children would, if the el- 
deſt lived: he reſolved to have nd chil- 
dren by her, and took a method to pre- 
vent raifing up © ſeed to his brother. 
This, when a promiſe was made to the 
family of Abraham, that his ſeed ſhould 
be as tbe ſtart of heaven for multitude, 
ſo arſpleaſed the Lord, that be flew. him 
ap. Tamar was then to be married to 
Shelab,” the third ſon; but Judah appre- 
hending that his two other ſons periſhed 
thro their yourhful folly, and that She- 
lah was too young to perform this con- 
tract, deſired her to ſtay y, and remain a Wi- 
dow at ber father's houſe, till he was 
MN up to years_of greater diſcretion. : 
. ſais. he, ©; prays he die alſo. 
After ſome years the daughter f Shuah, 
Fudab's wife, died, and when' the uſua} 
time of mourning for her was ended, Ju- 
dah went up to Timnath, not far from 
Adullam, with his friend Hirah, unto his 
ſheep-ſhearers. Tamar heard of it, and 
whether thro an impatient defire of bear- 
ng rar. in that family, 39. which 
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Ne Ie Nun nomine naſcerentur. ab. Vino 
fuſcitaret filios. de nomine fratris. Jon. Targ. Ty -21 
*Iraque abbreviavit etiam dies ejus. For. Targ 
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ſuch bleſlings were annexed; or whes, 
ther out of reyenge upon Judah, for be⸗ 
ing worſe than his word in detaining 
Shelah from her, after he had arrived to 
man's eſtate; or both z ſhe contrived to 
gain her deſign in che following unlawful 
manner. She put off. ber «v:dow's gar. 
ments (in wh . it ſeems, ſuch perſons 
continued, till they were married to the 
next brother) that ſhe might not be 
known, and covered berſ 2 . a veil, as 
all che women did in the eaſtern coun- 
tries, when they went abroad, and muf- 
fling her face with it, that ſhe might not 
be diſcovered, ſat, in à public pl — 
where every body might = her, by the 

way to Timnath, in the manner of an 


harlot, - { he did, in hopes that ei- 


ies 1 12 LE RAR 07 
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. md" Henajim. Heb. Sedit in bivio itineriz, 
quod qucit — e Kt indSroe pe "Tals 
0 j XX. Aenaim. Samarit. 
Ac ſedit in loco perſpi icuo bow he viam Temnath. Arab. 
oer/. Et ſedit in diviſione viarum, ad quam omnes fontes 
S KKK 
HL ativum, nomen num 
cenſent. Et illorum quidem nonnulli 11 —— lo- 
cum, in quo eſſent +bainim, hoc eſt, gemini fontes. Oul. 
Alii vettunt ad verbum apertionem oculorum, et bivium, aut 
1 ita hariolantur dici, 942 viator 2 in eo 
, ut videat qua via ſit perretturus. At eum 


— nt hariolationes, praeſtat ſimplicius, et uſui lin- 


guae convenientius, 2 porta oppiduli alicujus, quod dictum 

. forte propter geminos fontes, qui in eo erant, 
gere; unde fumpliciter ben Hena hg dicitur, v. 24> 

Jta Lxx. * ae van 1 Yi Cleric, i in bc. 
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tha Shelah (whom ſhe | preſumed Judah 
would carry along with him) or Judah 
himſelf, in return from their ſheep- 
ſhearing. feaſt, might be inticed.. The 
ſtratagem — . and judah agreed 
with 9 (taking her to be an harlot, 
fince ſhe had covered her face) for a kid, 
and till he ſhould ſend it, conſented to 
leave her his ſeal- ring, his bracelets , and 
his walking ſtaff, which ſhe demanded. 
Theſe ſhe 4 27 to keep, that by ſome 
or other of them it might certainly be 
known who was the father, if ſhe prov- 
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ed with child. She afirarards. retired to 


her father's done lay ing off her veil, 
which it was not uſual to wear within 
doors, and cloathing herſelf again like a 
widow. Judah — the kid by his friend 
Hirah, who upon the ſtricteſt inquiry 
could not find that there was any harlot 
in that place, and therefore returned to 
Judah, and told him that his pledges 
were loſt. Judah thought it better to 
loſe them, than his reputation, by making 
any further ſearches after a perſon of her 
character; only he deſired his friend to 


bes witneſs, ig be, had. — . — 
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agreement of ſending à kid, that he 
might not lie under any ſuſ picion of hav- 
ing offered violence to e At the end 
of three months Tamar was diſcovered to 
be with child, and when Judah heard of 
it, he was fo inraged at' rhe diſgrace ſhe 
had brought upon the family, that he re- 
ſolved the ſhould, after her delivery, be 
publicly "burnt as an adultereſs. But it 
was a fad mortification to him, that the 
ſignet, and girdle, and ſtaff, which were 
his own' pledges, proved himſelf to be the 
father; He then confeſſed, that tho his 
daughter-in-law had been euilty of a cri- 
minal action; yet he had been highly 
blameable in breaking bis ingagements to 
her, and not giving to het Sheſah his ſon. 
Tamar was releaſed, and in the opinion of 
ſome temained in perpetual widowhodd, 
prep be [Judah] Ene ber again 110 
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r and that he was ſo ſevere againſt her, 
becauſe ſhe had graced his family.” But there are thoſe, 
who think by burning is meant no more but brandin her 
. elden 
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——— Sela. N Caiiert . 18. "Tho 
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the birth one of the children puting forth 
his hand firſt, the midwife by tying a ſcar- 
let thtead upon it, marked him for the 
elder ſon; but however the other con- 
trary to expectation was born firſt, break - 
ing his way, as it were, before his bro- 


ther, on which account he was called Pha. 
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rex, i. eil breach ot eruption; and the if 
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Ace. , l 1 

To return to the hiſto of Jolephycup 3 105 
whom we left in Egypt, — to Poti- * 4 
phar captain of Dee gy! 
markable ſucceſs attended che ſervice of 1 : ö 


Joſeph, that his maſter ſoon — 

im to be an extraordinary perſon, and 

by degrees advanced him Joo the 

place of truſt in his family, taking him 

firſt to wait upon himſelf, and afterward 
to manage all his houſhold affairs, and at 

laſt commited the ſtewardſhip of his 
whole __ to _ hn pp an  intire 
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0 An Ess for explaining 
confidence. in his and fideli 

that he minded nothing himſelf, but — 
to injoy what he had without any — 
or trouble. And the Lord ble — . 


a wg rn pry Jake, 
Ne of 


— 
he bad, {in bs buf, . 
This happy ſituation of Joſeph was not 
of long — for he being young, 
about Rho age of twenty one, and a 
a l perſon, Potiphar's wife fell in love 
: him, and tempted him to lewdneſs 
— her, little doubting a perſon in his 
ſtation could ever. reſiſt 4 offer. But 
Joſeph, upon her firſt motion, beged her 
not to put him upon ſo great a wi ſs 
againſt ſa kind a maſter, -who ſo entirely 
truſted in his integrity; and which, could 
not be commited without the higheſt of- 
ſence to God. Joſeph 2 1 
denial ſerved only to — her ſo 

rations, avoided, as much as was pala 
her converſation, eſpecially when ſhe 

Was alone. Upon a certain day havi 

a favourable opportunity, when 790 
came into the-houſe to do bis bufineſs , 2. and 
none of the men of the houſe were within, in in 
that part of the houſe where he was, ſhe 
ered him with TEE Fig him 5 


Ly ( 2 ; | ' 3 * 
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by his — 3 but —— Joo 
from her, and rather than not get free, 
left his garment in her hand, and fled. 
Her diſappointment, and ch fear ſhe had 
of being discovered: made her imme 
diately vs to be beforehand with Jo- 
ſeph, — 5 5 — 
be revenged upon Accordingly 
cried, out for help, and when her ſer- 
vants came: See, 14 ſhe, what an He- 
brew \ Potiphar has introduced, ſure he 
did it to abuſe ws for he had the . 
dence violently to attempt my chaſtity, 
but upon my ſhrieking be fied, leaving 5 
garment with me, which I ſhall take 
care to lay up; till his lord return. When 
Potiphar came home, ſhe told the ſtory 
wich ſuch —— female paſfion, and js 
10n Upon. prudence, in 

ae in a ry on ſuch wic 


bim 10 tha king's dungeon, . 
continued. Nene found means” 
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to acquaint his "maſter wirt che truth, 
or he might otherwiſe ſuſpect it, for 
vrhich he Procceded u further a- 
gainſt him however, to ſave bis wife's 
. credit,. he let him lie in priſon. The 
favour of ae Ln Cree him there, 
ear forahs' under-koaper of the pri- 
ſon, convinced of his innocency, intruſted 
him with the care and management of 
all the priſoners; and cuban e Ac, the 
Lord made to pr ; 21-0 S0OW OF: 


Chap. 40. It happened; Goring che ae of Jo. 


on impriſonment, that two offfcers of 
the s'houſbold; the principal butler 

or — eurer to the king, and the chief 
baker, were for ſome mi — put 
into cuſtody in the ſame priſon Where Jo- 
ſeph was, "of which Potiphar had the 
chief command. — gave them in 
charge to Joſeph, | whoſe innocence he 
was now cohvinced-of, and ordered him 
to attend tbem and fupply= them with 
Fery thing which was neceſſaty. Under 
- this:con they continued about a 
years Each nof chem one night had a 
amerkable drenport ond y- A to 


.. ci Peccaverunt ati. et 
| princeps piſtarum, et/canſibum inierunt, ut injicerent vene- 
num mortale in cibum et 1 1 
num ſuum,. Ci Jen. T. Aan Nee ö 
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what in a little time would reſpectively 
befal them. | Joſeph coming next morn- 
ing to viſit them, and finding them ſad 
ed them the reaſon. of it. They told 
him, that they had each dream d a dream 
of ſo particular a nature, ſeeming to car- 
ry in them an intimation of ſome conſide- 
rable change in their condition, that they 
could not but be concerned they had no 
opportunity of conſulting any magician 
for the interpretation of them. Joſeph 
replied, Do not interpretations. belong to 
God * ? tell ne them I pray you. Their 
great opinion of Joſeph's wiſdom in o- 
ther reſpects made them as to try, 
what he could do in the preſent affair. 
The cupbearer therefore began: In my 
dream, behold, a vine was before me with 
three branches. And I ſaw | them bud, 
bloſſom, and cluſter into ripe grapes fit to 
be gathered. . And I flood in the king's 
preſence with the royal cup in my hand, 
into which I 7 ed the grapes, preſenting 
Pharaoh with the wine. The interpreta- 
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tion, 


ths 4% EUA T fer cpu 
tion, replied Joſeph, is this: The three 
branches are three days, and in that ſpace 
* you ſhall be reſtored to your of- 


ice, and wait upon the king, as you for- 
merly have r And ne Me eren 
ſhall evidence the truth of my interpre- 
tation, of which I am fully aſſured in my 
own mind, I aſk no other reward of you, 
bur that you will mention me to Pharaoh, 
and get me delivered from this impriſon- 
ment. For indeed I was ftolem away out of 
Hebron, the land of the Hebrews; and 
here alſo have- I done nothing, that they 
. ſhould put me into the dungeon. The chief 
baker hearing ſo favourable an interpre- 
tation of the þutler's dream, related to 
Joſeph his own. I had, ſais he, three 
white baskets on my head. And in the up- 
permoſt basket there was of all manner of 
baked meats for Pharaoh, and the bird; 
did eat them out of the basket upon my 
Bead. The interpretation, anſwered Jo- 
ſeph, is this: The three baſkets are three 
days; in which ſpace of time Pharaoh ſhall 
order thy name to be reckoned , but ſhall 


| then 

-*: Phraſs, qua Moſes utitur, fre vel tallere cput, cen- 
ſere, vel luſtrare, ac numerum inire dignificat. - Ex. xxx. 
12. Num. i. Loc orum 
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chen command it to be ſtruck out, and 
thyſelf to be hanged on a tree, where the 
birds of prey ſhall eat thy fleſh. E, 


191 


*. to paſs as Joſeph had forerols | 
or on the third da Y after, being ei- 


ther the day on which Pharoah was 
born *, or « day on which he came to 
the crown, the king made a feaſt unto all 
his ſervants, when the names of the court- 
officers were called over, and they were 


either continued in, or ſtruck out of the 


liſt, The cupbearer, whether his crime 
was leſs, or the proof of it not ſo evi- 
dent, or he had better friends to inter- 
cede for him, was reſtored to his place; 
but the head baker was condemned and 
executed, as Foſeph had interpreted to them, 
et did not the chief butler remember Jo: 


TY but  forgat þ him. 
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Ra « wha cacmals, L. K. c. 109. Vid. Grot e 
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Providence however made way for 
his deliverance at the end of two years, 
in the following manner. God deſigning 
to bring a. famine of ſeven years upon 
thoſe idolatrous countrys, gave Pharaoh 
notice of it by two extraordinary dreams. 
The firſt was this: The king one nipht 
thought he ſteod by the river *, when there 
came out of it 71 beautiful and fat 
kine, and they fed in a meadow *, And 
ſeven. other line came up after them out of 
the river, ll-favoured and lean, and flood 
by the other upon the brink of the river. 
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7 Hebraeum nomen hajeor non tam flumen: ſonat, 

quam N&puza rivum, ſeu alveum ex flumine deduQtum ; 
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The ill. ſauoured and lean eat up the 
ſcuen well-favoured and fat kine, and Pha- 
raub awoke. The ſecond dream was as 
— alt, full ond 
corn | ſpringing from one ſia 
good; Theſe be Jaw devoured by ſeven o- 
ther thin ears, and blaſted with the eaſt- 
wind, which ſprung ag up after them. Then 
Pharaoh awake, but the dream continued 
to run in his mind. Therefore in the morn 
ing bis ſpirit was traubled *, and he could 
not reſt ſatisfied, - till he underſtood the 
aiding of theſe dreatns. He therefore 
one or all the sand wiſe men 
ee and told them his dreams z 
was no ane _ could en 
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SB 15. Alibi etiam in ſeri- 
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claudere. Claufa enim et ignota aliis hominibus videre ſeu 
ſcire exiſtimabantur magi aut karioli. Vid. Cleric. Boch. 
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thought he ſaw ſeven me 
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4. ESA f ipilinlity 
them "unto Pharaoh. © This brought 0. 
ſeph to the remembrance" of the chief 
— He goes therefore to the king, 
and told him, that when he and the chief 
baker were under his diſpleaſure; and put 
in ward in the captain of the guard's 
houſe, each dreamed a dream in one 
night, which a young Hebrew; ſervant 
to the captain of the guard, interpreted 
exactly according to the event. Pharaoh 
ordered him immediately to be ſent for. 
And Joſeph, when he was ſhaved ; and 
had changed his raiment, was intro- 
duced into the preſence of the king. 
Pharach acquainting him with the cha- 
racter his cup-bearer had given him, aſk- 
ed him whether he could interpret his 
dreams, which had puzzled all bis ma- 
gicians and wiſe men. Jacen. with the 
modeſty which became a religious man, 
replied, Hs is not in me. -* God ſhall give 
Pharaoh 


Ad 
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1 Vid. Herod. Lib. ii. 2 7 37. | 
An fine. Deo fauſtum refponſum editur Pharaoni ? 
Haec interrogatione expreſſimus (licet nullum es ſit in 


hebraicis indicium) quam res ipſa requirit. cat joſe- 
phus mirum non eſſe, Pharaoni ab 2 es 
fauſtum nullum editum reſponſum, Deo nimirum 


vero eſſent. Idem eſt reſponſum, quo Daniel Nabucho- 


donoſoro ſatisfacit. Cap. 11. ve. 27 28. Arranum, d. 


quo rex quaerit, ſapientes, aſtrolgi, occultorum interpretes, 
atwvini revelare nequeunt regi ; ſed Deus eft in coelo_revelans 
arcana, &c. Senſus, quem modo tradidimus, lectione Sa. 
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Pbaraob un anſiver of peace. And when 
the king had related to him his two” 
dreams, Joſeph anſwered: God bath 
ſhewed Pharaoh, what he is about to do. 
The two dreams denote one and the ſame” 
thing. The even fat kine and the ſeven” 
lean ones, the ſeven plump ears of corn and 
the ſeven blaſted" ones, ſignify ſeven years 
of plenty to come in Egypt; and after-- 
ward ſeven years of exceeding ſearcity and 
famine immediately to ſucceed them: 
moreover, that (unleſs a prudent provi- 
ſion be made) the firſt ſeven years will 
not be ſufficient to ſupply the ſcarcity of 
the ſeven following ones, as is plainly ſig- 
nified by the lean kine devouring the fat 
ones without any manner of advantage to 
themſelves; and the thin ears the ſeven 
good ears. And for that the dream was 
doubled unto Pharaoh twice, it is becauſe” 
the thing is eſtabliſhed by God, and God will 
ſhortly bring it to paſs. When the king! 
eiu ; — eel, bilhade r 2 * 
non reſpondebitur. Ita et legerunt. Lxx. Ai Oe & 
ee. Y eα Dagas. Si negativa particula 
{ fait in exemplari, quo exicriptor Samaritanus uſus eſt, 
aut 1is, ex quibus verterunt Ixx. varia haec erit lectio, 
quae cum noſtro ſenſu coincidet. Sin vero ita emendan- 


dum rati ſunt in ſuis codicibus, conjectura ducti, de ienſu 
loci idem ac nos ſenſerunt. Cleric. has, 23 05 
Ke auer [Ts Bagintas] T xx Tyoror fy _ 
pr ren iy Tols = * pos rs Tees - 

& u @5 &v $AdGpo[ega Yirulo Te Tiis ,, 
&, Jef. Ant. Fad. L. 0 5. J 7. | my ak 


2 aſked. 


, 


* 
pm 
44 
l R 
43 
: 
. 
: 
A 
* 
1H 
4 
If 
* 
f 
I 
v3 
If 
LE. n 
1 
\ 
4 
| # 
* 


4 n — 
- a) 8 W l N * , 
" | has oa. r C * 
n 1 ” 18 
I? > 
„ * ” 

: a 

* 
- 


aſked, him his opinion (as probably he 
did) what method would be the moſt 
proper to improve this divine notice: 
Foſeph replied ; Let Pharaab look out a 

man aiſcreet and wiſe, and ſet bim over 

the land of Figypt, and let that chief ru- 

ler appoint officers under him in the ſeve- 

ral proyinces of the kingdom to take up 

a ith. part of the produce of Egypt 

in the ſeven plenteous years (which may 

be done at an eaſy rate, when vaſt plen- 
ty will make corn very cheap) and let it 
be laid up in places provided for that 
purpoſe under the direction of the king, 
that there may be proviſion for the peo- 
ple of the land in the ſeven years of fa- 
mine, that they may not periſh. With 
this advice the king and all the court 
were pleaſed, and Pharach ſaid unto his 
ſervants, the great miniſters of the king- 
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Una voce Hebraei chimmeſch, quaſi diceremus guir- 
tet: & νννν,çWÿe, ut habent. Lxx. intt. Samariticus 
legit in ſuturo, quod ſtructurae 2 m convenientius. 
Non male foxte quis canjecerit Pharaonem decimas dun- 

daft frugum exegiſſe, ubi o ia eſſet agrorum ſertilitas, 
nec gujdquam timeretur; {ed hoc tempore duas decimas 
Aegyptiis, uberrimis tempeſtatibys, imperaſſe. . Certe ve- 
teres Athenienfium reges, ex quibus Cecrops ex 
in Atticam veniſle fertur, decimam ex civibus ſuis fe 
qua facrorum publicorum et belli, ſi ingrueret, ſumptus ſuſ- 
tinerent. Vid. Cleric. See 1, Sam. viii. 149.454 17+ Others 
apprehend that it is more * charger of 
0 


de rh to 

Ph to 6 he adv ; 
WE PG * 

a 9 dom 


- the Scripture-Revelations. 

dom and.officers of the court, who ſtood 
about him: Can we find ſuch an one as 
this is, à man in whom is the ſpirit of 
God? To this they conſented, being a+ 
mazed at the wiſdom which appeared in 
Joſeph. Then the king turning himſelf 
ro Joſeph faid to him; Fbraſnuch as 
God hath ſhewed thee all this, there is none 
ſo diſcreet and wiſe as thou art. 7. — 
ſhalt be over my houſe, and accord! 

thy word ſhall 40 my fe ople be ruled : — 
in the throne will 1 reater than thou. 
Whereas thou adviſeaff © only to appoint 
a man to be the chief inſpector of the 
ſtores of corn; ſee, I Ware conſtituted 
thee chief governour under —— of all 
affairs of the whole country. And to 
confirm this power to ooleph, | Pharaoh 
delivered him his royal ſignet, to ſeal 
letters parent in the King's name; array- 
ed him in veſtments of fine linen, 


O 3 which 


A. S „ — 


— 


' ** dA, dine dun A „ee, 6rd, 77 hunks 


72 T6 * 15 5 de. ©. T0 4V2gy ik 
. 72 74 A ü. 4 6. e 
dedit, tum at ſym um dighertte tum 


42 diplomata pics ny ſignanda. £4 
Idol. L. i. 25 fra Et Bj. c. vin, v. 2. Aﬀue 
Mardochaeo annulum tradit, honoris cauſa, Caeterum an- 


| oque non privatam modo dignitatem, ſed et 
ſummam imperium fignificabat apud orientales. Cleric. 
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198 An ESS AV for explaining 
Which were peculiar to great men; put a 
gold chain about his neck, as a token of 
the higheſt dignity; and made him to 
ride in the ſecond char iot which he had: 
and they cried before him, Bow the 
nee. And Pharaoh ſaid unto Joſeph, 7 
am Pharaoh, this is my will and pleaſure, 
who am king of Egypt, let no man pre- 
ſume to do the ſmalleſt thing in public 
affairs without your order. Moreover, in 
memory of his interpretation, the king 
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emiTndebor]es Te NAA. Herod. L. ii. c. 37. Ita- 
que aut hic S beſch linum tenuiſſimum et pretioſiſſimum, 
uo non uteretur vulgus, ſignificat (Sic Braunius L. i. 
De veſtibus ſacerd. Heb. c. 6.) aut oportet Joſephum non 
Aegyptiaco cultu, ſed peregrino, coram Pharaone ſtetiſſe, 

m rex linea veſte mutari juſſerit. Ita Cleric. 

* Clamante praecone. Yulg, Ke: innevier humredty 
els xneve. Lxx. Et pracconizare fecit coram eo. Onk. 
Et clamabatur ante eum. Samarit. Et laudabant coram 
eo. Fon. T. | 

* Abrec, quam vocem Aegyptiacam omittunt Ixx. reti- 

net immutatam Symmachus 3 eam Ontelus componit ex ab 
et rech rex. Hoc enim rech ſignificare auctor quoque 

eſt R. Solomon Farchi. Etiam ei vocabulum con- 
veniat, fi placet interpretatio R. Juda, qui (ut idem 
Raff tradit) conflatum arbitratur ex ab pater, et rach tener. 
Ut pater dicatur ratione ſenilis Jn tener propter 
venilem ac teneram aetatem. Nec ignoro, quia barach 
interdum fignificat geniculare, five genuflectere; eq Aquilam, 
et vulgatum interpretem, transferre genu flefte : idque fa- 
vente etiam Aben Ezra. Sed Hieronymus, Duaeſtionibus 
Hebraicis in Geneſin, hanc de parente tenero expoſitionem 
diſertim praeſert iſti de adgeniculatione. Etiam priores 
interpretationes ſequuntur Jonathan et Hieraſalymitanus : 
fed cum de Ja quidem vocabuli parte inter eos conſenſus 
foret, de altera ING fluctuarent, utramque expoſitionem 
conjunxerunt. Explicant enim, pater regis tener anni, 
Haec Voſs. 1dbl. L. i. c. 29. * 1 
* = honoured 
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Domsbrel bim with the name of Zaph- 
natb Paaneah*, that is, a revealer ſe- 
crets; and gave bim to wife Aenaib the 
daughter of Potipherah prieft or Sep of 
On, afterwards called Heliopolis. 

Joſeph was thirty years old, when Pha- 
raoh made him his prime miniſter, hav- 
ing been out of his country thirteen years. 
in which time he had learnt the language 
of Egypt, and gained much experience. 
Having received his commiſſion, he ſet our 
from court, and took a particular view of 
all the land of Egypt, to find out proper 
places for building ſtorehouſes, againſt 
the plenteous years came. During which 
the earth brought forth by handfols* u 
on one ſtalk, and in vaſt —— The 
fifth part he laid up. The food of the 
field whichwas round about every city, laid 
he up in the ſame. This was wiſely or- 
dered, as it tended to prevent any ſu- 
ſpicion of a defign to engroſs, would be 
leſs chargeable'to Pharaoh for the preſent, 


Vir, cui ſecreta —— ' Ont. Vin. — — 
interpres. Jon. Keunlov iwvgelts. of. Sed ab omni- 

bus iſtis diverſus — — qui w_ ſalvator mundi. 
Ac A id ſonn ait ue Hieronymus, 

nibus Hebraicis. Dictuſque, i in — 7 1 
orbem terrae ab imminente is excidio liberarit. Sed 

hunc diſſenſum difficile fit hodie dirimere intermor- 


baum veteris Aegypti linguam. . Fog, 
Deditg 


ue ei Aſeneth, filam Potipharis, vrinciph On, 


in uxorem. 10%. Et dedit illi Aſnath, quam peperit Dina 
ipſi Sychem, et educayerat - uxor Potiphera, principis ** 
neos, in uxorem. Jen. T. 

I Vid. Pl. L. xvili. cap. 10. 
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Chap. 42 


me to. be 1 rn in the land 


and more eaſie to diſpenſe to the country 
when they wanted — And Jo- 
ſeph — 19 corn as the. ſand of the ſea, 
very much, until be left numbering,  _ 
ToJoſephby his wife Aſenath were born 
two ſons, before the ſeven years of plent 
were expired. The firſt- born Jol 
called Mavaſſeb, which fignifies - making 
to forget : for God, ſaid ag bath made me 


#0 —_ get the great affliction and toil, which 
a 


ve indured in conſequence of the un- 


1 kindneſs. of my brechren, The ſecond 


he named Epb nbraim: for God 


ion. Een years of ple 


: 8 
actly according as Joſeph had ſaid; and 
extended to all the countries around, 
Canaan, Syria, and others; but in all the 
land of Egypt there was, bread. In two 
2 rs time probably the old ſtock in 
gypt was ſpent, when the people made 
earneſt petitions to the king for relief of 
their neceſſities. Pharaoh refered them 
e who opening his ſtore-houſes 


corn at reaſonable rates. The 


famine increaſed, and was ſo general, 


that all the neighbouring countries came 
into Egy 7 to buy corn. 

Jacob ſeei "hy vt loads of corn 
1. from Egypt pals by, or at leaſt 
hearing th ere was corn in Egypt, "kh 

| 18 


i 
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his ſons, by do you look one upon another? 
as men who know 2. what courſe to take. 
o down to (for I have heard that 
there is corn t — — buy for us from 
thence, that we may live and not die. Ten 
of them went, but Jacob retained Benja- 
min, being young, and not uſed to travel: 
leſt peradventure, ſaid he, miſchief ſhould 
befal him. Joſeph, the governour over 
the land, appointed at what rates corn 
ſhould be ſold in every part of the coun- 
try; and ordered that foreign traders for 
corn ſhould be brought in to him, or at 
leaſt their names, hoping thereby to hear 
and get fight of ſome of his father's fa- 
mily, and find out how it fared with 
them. It fell out accordingly. And 
as ſoon as the ten brethren arrived, the 
were ofdered into Joegh $ preſence, an 
at their entrance bowed down pet 
before him with their faces to the earth, 
after the manner of their own and other 
eaſtern countries (for in Egypt they bow- 
ed the knee) and thereby fulfilled his 
dream. Joſeph at firſt fight knew his 
2 but they had no notion * of 
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202 An ESA T r explaining 
him; which is not ſtrange, ſince they had 
not ſeen him for above twenty years, in 
which time a youth alters far more than 
grown men do, beſides the poſt and garb 
which he appeared, and his ſpeaking 
to them by an interpreter. Joſeph ap- 
- oe to them in an-harſh tone, and with a 
ern. countenance : Whence come ye? 
To whom they replied: From the land 
of Canaan to bu food. Joſeph remem- 
bring his dreams concerning them, and 
reſolving to demean himſelf as the go- 
vernour of Egypt, examined them with 
the appearance of ſeverity, and told them 
that they were ſpies *, who came to find 
out the weak and leſs defenſible places 
of the country. To-which they anſwer- 
ed, Thy ſervants ſpeak what is exactly 
true, in ſaying that our ſole deſign was 
to buy food. We are all one man's ſons, 


* 
— — 
” 
” 


„ 
%% 


Poſſunt verba ſic intelligi: Niſi vos legitime purga- 
veritis, habebo pro exploratoribus. Confirmatur-ex ver. 16. 
Alioguin exploratores eftis; i. e. niſi deprehendero vos vera di- 
cere. Efttus. | | ; | 

Ut milites inermes nydi dicuntur ; fic loca, per quae 
adiri facilius Aegyptus poterat, quod efſent munimentis 
aut naturae aut artis deſtituta, nuditas ejus appellantur. 
Apud Ciceronem et Caeſarem, nudam urbem pracfidio, nudata 
caſtra, nudes defenſoribus muros legimus. Specioſior autem 
erat haec Joſephi ſuſpicio, quamquam fifta, quod ex iis 
partibus venirent fratres, quibus ſolis ex Aſia in Aegyptum 
aditus patet, et unde ſolum irruptio hoſtium timebatur. 
Mary Tav]y e Free el5Coaad eis "Aryoaloy. Herod: 


L. ii. c. 5. Vid. Cleric. 
Te and 
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© the Scripture-Revelations. 
and are no ſpies. There needed nothing 
more to be ſaid to remove ſuſpicion, 1 
this could have been depended upon. 
No man would have ſent his ſons, but 
rather his ſervants, if they had come 
upon an ill deſign; or at leaſt ſo many 
of his ſons; or all of them together in a 
company: but he would rather have di- 
ſperſed them about the country. Nor 
was it probable, that one man could 
have a deſign upon Egypt, but all the 
great men of Canaan muſt have join'd in 
it; and then men of different families, 
not all of one only, would have been ſent. 
Joſeph, deſirous of having a further ac- 
count of their family, and that he might 
particularly be informed of his brother 
Benjamin *, replied : Nay, but to ſee the 
naledneſi of the land you are come. They 
then ſaid, thy ſervants are twelve brethren, 
the ſons of one man in the land of Canaan ; 
and behold, the youngeſt is this day with 
our father, and one is nof. This confirms 
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you as ſpies. Foſeph then 
gether into ward, that they might con- 


An E884 I for explanning 
what I faid, anſwered Joſeph, and gives 
me juſt ground to ſuſpect that you are 
ſpies ; ſince you pretend to have another 
brother, which is not likely: for why 
ſhould not your father ſend all, as well 
as ſo many? Hereby ye ſhall be tried: 
Let one of you go, and fetch your bro- 
ther, and the reſt continue here as 


3 till be returns: by this I ſhall 


now whether your account be true. If 


it be not, . upon it, as I value the 
life and honour of the king , I will treat 


put them all to- 


ſult one with another, which of them 


ſhould go to fetch Benjamin: about 
which, it ſeems, they could not agree, 
every one fearing to be the meſſenger of 
ſuch fad dings to their father, who 
might ſuſpe&t they were all loſt. At 


three days end the ey ere brought to Jo- 


a again, when he ſaid to them: It is 
40 o: intention to treat you with cru- 

ear God, who will puniſh all 
ace” Therefore I make this new 
propoſition to you, this ſhall be the proof 
of your "Oey. : Inſtead of OE . 


EE WEED _ — — 
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of you to your father, you mary fea — 
one; Who ſhall remain bound in 

till you bring your youngeſt brot 

the mean time carry proviſion for cop 
families. To this propoſal they were 
forced to conſent, ſince there was no re- 
medy. However upon this occaſion they, 
who had the chief hand in the conſpi- 
racy againſt Joſeph, began to make bit- 
flections upon their former treat- 


ter ke 
ment of him: We have been verily guilty 
concerning aur brother, we would have no 
pity, when he beſoug ht us with tears; 
and now nathin 


— we can ſay, will 
prevail: this 4% es is therefore come _ 


us, and we may fee our former guilt 
in the preſent puniſhment. Reuben then 
reminded: them of the advice he gave 
them, not to /in againſt the child, to which 
they would not hearken, and now bis 
bload was required: for he thought him 
to be dead. Theſe things they talked in 
the preſence of Joſeph, apprehending, 
ſince he ſpoke to them by an interpreter, 
that he did not underſtand them. Joſeph 
was ſo moved by the diſcourſe of his bre- 
thren, that he could bear it no longer, 


but was forced to retire, and give vent. 
to his paſſion in private. When he had 


compoſed himſelf, he returned, and re-. 
peated to them what he had. before told 
n n that if they brought Benja- 


min 


266. An ee PEG 


intire 


min with them, the brother, whom they 
left bound as a pledge, ſhould be releaſed, 
and they ' ſhould traffick in the land. 
And be took from them Simeon, who, the 
—— doctors ſay, was the very perſon 
put Joſeph into the pit, and cauſed 

Frm to 2 bound in their preſence, to ſtrike 
the greater terror into them. Joſeph 
then gave command that their ſacks 
ſhould be filled with corn, and each 
man's money returned into his ſack; and 
that they might carry what they bought 
25 the uſe of their family, he 
ordered proviſion for the way to be given 
them: which being executed they de- 
parted thence. One of them happening to 
open his wool to give his afs provender in 
Ns inn , efpied- 2 oney, and telling it 
to his 1. their hearts failed them, 
and they were afraid, ſaying one to ano- 
| ſts e ts ow thet Godt hath n 5 


wY 


bl eb 34. | 
Et accepit ab eis Simeon, qui 1 dederat de 
2 interficiendo, et ligavit 41 coram ipſis. fon. 7 


I loco, in erant. Sequuti ſumus LAX. 
intt. qui habent, 7 xd]iavoas, ubi diverterunt ; non Hiere- 
qui habet, diverforium, quod hoſpitium publicum 

7 Fears qualia tune tem non erant. Man quemvis 
locum, quo pernoctatur, ſonat; non tantum domum diver- 
ſorii, ut habet Outs. Vide quae diximus ſupra ad cap. 
xix. 2. Forte ſub arboribus, I e fieri, 
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When 


the Scripture-· Revelation. 10 
When they came to Jacob, they related 
to him what reception they had met 
with, how the lord of the land had treat- 
ed them, and upon what condition he 
rmited them to bring home their corn. 
And when Jacob knew that every man's 
money was in his ſack, apprehending 
that this was done to ſeiſe them upon 
their return, he fell into bitter lamenta- 
tion. Me baue ye bereaved of my children : 

oſeph is not, and Simeon is not, and ye 
will take Benjamin away ; all theſe things 
are upon me as heavy and oppre bur=- 
dens. Reuben replied to his father, Slay. 
my two. ſons, if I bring him not to thee ; de 
liver him into my hand, and I will bring 
bim to thee again. Nothing could be 
more weakly ſaid: for what good would 
it have been to Jacob to loſe two grand- 
children, after he had loſt another ſon ?. 
would it not have been an increaſe of his 
affliction ? But it was ſpoken out of a paſ- 
ſionate deſire to redeem Simeon, and to 
gain more proviſion for the family; being 
confident that Joſeph, who profeſſed to 
fear God, would be as good as his word. 
Jacob anſwered, My jon ſball not go down 
with yon: for bis brother is dead, and be 
is left: alone; the only child of Rachel; 7f 
miſchief befal him by the way, in which ye 
th then ſhall 7e bring down my gray. 

rs with: ſorrow to the grave. 


r 
3 
—_— „ 


— —— ̃ — 
— = IE = T2 —_—_— rx = A — y =; * —— — — — 2 8 — Kd _— 
* y 7 1 . q | 6 
_— hs — — — * — of * =_ = 
EU re ren eee, BC by 4-29. — 
R — — — N — = — 


— „ 8 
38 * 
- = a 2 


= _ — —— — 
— — — 
— —ũ—33 ——— U 
* * > =. +. > 9 * * by. 
ua, . = << = 
—_ 
— * A 
* — — 


- 


Chap. 43. When the corn, which they brought 
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-out of was conſumed; and 
had nothing to live upon, but the poor 
crop which their own country produced, 
Jacob would habe perſuaded his ſons to 
return into Egypt, and buy corn for a 

ſupply of their preſent neceſſity mc 

| min: for the famine increaſed in 
the land. Judah then, fince Reuben had 
before ſpoken to him in vain, and Levi 
probably had not ſo much intereſt in him, 
on the account of his conduct at \ She- 
chem, took upon him (being next in birth, 
and of no mull authority among his bre- 
thren) to endeavour to —— with his 
father to permit Benjamin to go with 
them; aſſuring Iſracl that it would be to 
5 — poſe for them to go without him, 
that the lord of the land in a ſolemn man- 

ner had proteſted, that they ſhould not ſec 
his face, but ſhould: be treated as if 
they did not bring him with them. To 
whom Iſrael replied: M bereure dealt ye 
ſ0 ill with me, as to tell the lord, that you 
had another _— what need was 
there to ſay of one, who was 
not with ＋ ek told him that the 
enquiries the governour made were ſuch, 
that it was for them to avoid 
in, if they an aecording to truth; 
and fince they could not at his de- 
ga, they were no way to be gy — 


"the Ser — 


7 on His not Wag able to make any te- 
to this, Judah preſs'd him faying: 
ont the lad with me, that we live er ot 
he, Both we, and thou, and alſo our Tittle 
9g, I will B+ Wow for hin; if I Vn 
bins Het unto thee, let me bear the Blame 
For, txtept we bad lingred, "ſurely 
pre we "hat returned this ſecond. time, 
Since it muſt be ſo, anſwered Iſrael,” take 
of the moſt * Refirable fruits bf the land, 
and carry to the governour à reſent of 
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choe-nuts and almonds. Take double mo- 
in your band, ſince corn may now 
probably be grown dearer; and the money 
that eqs brought again in the mou do 
Jour n ſacks, carry it again in 8 
adventure it was an ouerſgbt, and you 
will hereby take off all imputation of a 
cheat. Take alſo your brother, and ariſe, 
80. again unto the man. And may. God 
almighty grant you favour with. him, 
"that be may ſend. away your other bro- 
ther, and Benjamin. If I be beregved, 
I am bereaved : I will ſubmit, and bear 
it as Lewe as 1 can. At their arri- 
val in Egypt they were introduced in- 
to the ons of Joſeph. And when 
Ben amin with them, he ordered 

his ta; aha provide an extraordinary 
diner, and invite : (ets to his own table. 
This put them to no little pain, fearing 


leaſt they ſhould. be kill'd; or ſeiſed, and 
made av: becau pr Pat of the money, "Which 
＋ 


2045. returned in $i the firft time. 
However, before the) 1 che governour 


{ again, they had. 35 opportunity of re- 
preſenting the caſe to the fleward; and 
as a teſtimony ot their 


. no III oe 


ſum returned 


ſign, they offered him. 


in the ſacks; before they pretended” to 


buy more corn. The ſteward bad them 
be perfectiy eaſy as to that point, telling 
them, chat the money was their" W. 

72 at 
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their God, and the God of their father, 


that they were to render thanks for that 


treaſure. This anſwer ſcattered their 
fears, eſpecially when they ſaw him pro- 
duce Simeon unbound, and ſet ar liberty. 


The ſteward then introducing them into 


ee houſe, ordered water to be 
ought in, as the cuſtom was, to waſh 
their feet, and provender to be given to 
their aſſes. They geting ready the pre- 
ſent fdt the governour, upon his return 


from Court brought it to him, and bow- 


ed themſelves to the earth; thereby far- 
ther fulfiling his dream. Joſeph, when 
he had learnt that his aged father was 


yet alive, directed hi 4 to Benjamin 


mother's ſon, and God be gra- 


crows” unto thee," my ſon. Which excited 


ſuch tender emotions in him, as oblig'd 
him to retire, to give vent to his paſſion. 
In a little time compoſing himſelf he re- 
turn d, and ls diner to be brought 
up. There were three tables, at one 

which the governour himſelf ſat alone 


in ſtate, another was appointed for the 


eleven brothers by themſelves, and the 


third for the Egyptian courtiers apart. 


For the Egyptians might not eat bread with 
the Hebrews, that being an . 
u mn 25 HO 


hy. | 


| 211 
that he had received it from them, but 
by the governour's order had returned 


it into their ſacks, and that it was to 


221 2 

. tn. E 3255 AT, . for i rin: 
„ „ When. the brothers came; to. 
down, they were greatly ſurpriſed to 175 
that they were ordered to take their 
phces exacthy according to their. ſenio- 
rity'. The mant agreeably to the 
antient cuſtom. great men to honour 
ſuch as were in, their favour, by ſending 
diſhes to them, from their; o.] C a 
ordered the waters 50 Earry from his 
Able! a meſs. to eyery one o if 9 
.... 
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ly Benjamin had a meſs five times larger 
than. -apy of theirs. This Joſeph did 
probably to try, whether the others 
would look upon Benjamin with the 

ſame envious eye, as they had formerly 

done upon himſelf. After they had 

dined, plenty of wine was brought in, 

and they drank, and were merry with him. 

And Jofephr commanded the ſteward-of Chap. 44. 
his houle to fill their ſacks with food, as 

much as they could carry, and put every 

man's money in his ſack's mouth. And 

for a further trial, whether the ten bro- ll 
thers would diſcover any envy to Ben- 1 
jamin, becauſe of the extraordinary kind- 
neſs which had been expreſſed to him; | 
or whether they would ſtand by him in 
a difficulty, and ſhew concern for him 
and their father ; he ordered his filver 
cup to be put into Benjamin's ſack. His 
== were executed, and by break of day 
they were ſent away toward Canaan, great- 
ly pleaſed at their good ſucceſs. They had 
not got far out of the city, when by the or- 
der of Joſeph the ſteward purſued them, 
and ſoon overtaking them, with ſeverity re- vl 
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„ proached 


is 2 Ess Ar for n 


proached them for their ingratitude in 
taking away his maſter's cup, who had 
treated them with ſo much Wipes and 
for their folly in ſtealing that very cup, 
which his maſter uſed in his divinations * ; 
and imagining that ſo wile and great a 

man 
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vor nicheſch in lege de 
Dale i ſumitur, credam tamen * 2 
cn — A e elne 
vinitus praeſagiis, us 
— In 22 ae ut * 
ad illud Paci Ariftophanicae. 
Gees Aieie vis bu eto ki 
As ęor d'td'wpy a id eu- 
Grot. Oln breviceras warm LIK, . 
augurari iolet, Fulg. D Ne 
ret, nuſpiam meminere ſacri; 
faciunt, quae viri doctiſſimi de 4 eee Fe 
* — ne, quae erde, phiala, aut patera 
cum hinc ca augur a nuſquam amus. Sed 
— . Ie vini a= — 


rr 1 


ard, 


las Vier — vinum liba- 
tum in Rt, W 3 


Hamma, eo melius erat omen. 2 
Conſtat quidem ex 2 Sam. xxiii. 16. eſfuſam 
Deo „ fed omina inde ab Hebraeis petita 2 
docet ptura. * „ quibus multa ad reli- 
— aig — a raeci, eundem ac hiſce mo- 
rem, libando numinis favorem veluti explorare, credibi- 
lius eft ſuiſſe, atque eo reſpicere Joſephum. Aliae inter- 
pretationes, aut vocum, aut earum fi- 
—4— r 
, Joſephum, amiſſa patera, ile divinos, ut 
ſciret a quibus eſſet ablata. Significationi vim inſerunt, 


„ ut ſit ſenſus: N 


the Sctipture-Revelations- 
man as he, who foretold the famine, 
ſhould not be able to ſmd our fuch a 
cheat. This charge they diſclaim'd with 
the greateſt vehemence, and argued that 
it was not likely, when they had brought 


again the money which was found in 
their ſacks, they ſhould ſteal out of his 


lord's houſe ſilver or gold. However, 
ſay they, let a ſearch be made, and with 
whomſoever of thy ſervants it be found, 
both let him dye, and we alſo will be my 


lords bondmen. The ſteward agreeing to 


their propoſal, with this alteration only, 
that he would have nothing to ſay to any, 
but the perſon with whom the cup ſhould 
be found, began the ſearch in order, 
leaving Benjamin till the laſt, And the 
cup was found in Benjamin's fack. This 
diſcovery threw them into the utmoſt 
grief ', and they rent their clothes. When 


illum argenteum eo animo, ut eos Pro» 
baret, an probi eſſent, an vero fares. Vetus ſcholiaſtes a 
Nobilio laudatus teſtatur Samariticum habere, mwpacus 
Tea Cu u dup, quod conſentit cum noftra — 4 2 
narit. quae habet: tentatione tentatin ea. Sed nicheſch 
ſignificatione tentandi nuſquam occurrit ; nam locus, qui 
hanc in rem affertur, Gen. xxx. 27. aliter intelligendus, 
atque ex uſitata vocis ſignificatione, ut oſtendimus. Cleric, 
Vid. Dought. Anal. Sac. 5 : 

: *Exs Su, x) deut tus treamonr, x, Tas 
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the ſteward demanded Benjamin, as his 


priſaner; Judah (who is mentioned; by 
name, tho be was not the eldeſt ſon, be- 


cauſe he had ingag d to ſecure the ſaſe 
return of Benjamin) and has brethren re- 
turned to Igiepb's bouſe, for ke was | yet 
there, and fell before bim on the ground, 
again ſulfiling the dream of Joſeph. The 
governour then ſternly ſaid to them ', what 
deed is this that you have done ? could 
you imagine, when I foretold this grie- 
vous famine, which now rages, that J 
was not prophet enough to diſcover ſuch 
à theft as this, which you have com- 
mited ? Judah in the moſt moving man- 
per replied : What ſhall we ſay unto my 
lord ? what ſhall we ſpeak?; or how ſhall 
we clear ourſelves ? which way can wWe 
take to evidence our innocency? If we 
plead ignorance, the cup is found among 
us. We cannot but own, that our preſent 
diſtreſs is a juſt * retribution of providence 
. | for 


fr "OP ©" 3 * i E 
1 2 * 


nds. And —_ 
— 


þ ! 'O ot Tv i iy eur. Tus J &v mwoijas 


1 als Ti d. ou ny, Kel x11, GeovionyTEs N mel 


34 bus ehard genie, V mvp Ts O88 A i,. n vu 
2 eis WepyuTlu 3» Cevor i Tον,ẽdgqu e Ant. Jud 


PHecgatum ſer verum tunrum d prehendit Deus. Hos eſt, 
Fam plurimorum peccatorum rei cjiemus, divinitus factum 
i, ut huc eoram,. quae impune tuleramus, poenas daturi 
deſcenderemua. Quia cum ignoratur ſcelus quodpiam, 
aut ſceleris autor, hic impune abit; ideo invenire iniqui- 
tatem, quod contrarium eſt, perinde eſt, ac ejus poenas 

17 exigere. 
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for gur many fins, and particularly one act 
of cruelry and injuſtice to our own fleſh/ 
and blood. Nothing however remains 
now, but to become, my lord, your fer- 
vants, borb de, and be alſi, with whone the 
cup is 5 eph then anſwered: God 
forbid, that 1 ſhould make the innocent 
ſuffer with the guilty, Benjamin is che 
criminal, leave him, and the reſt of you 
may return in peace to your father. The 
equity, which appeared in theſe words, 
incouraged to approach nearer to 
the governour, and to addrefs him in the 
following manner: O my lord, let thy 
ſervant, I intreat thee; have a favourable 
audience, and be pleaſed to hear me with 
patience a few words. I am ſenſible of 
the greatneſs of your character, who are 
even as Pharaoh, When my lord aſked 
us, his ſervants, whether we had a fa- 
ther, or a brother; we anfwered, that vye 
had a father advanced in years, and a 
brother, who was extremely dear to him, 
as being young, and a child of his old 
age, and becauſe his brother was dead, 
and he alone was left of his mother. 
My lord then ſaid unte his ſervants, 


— 


Ephraim, ditatus 
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+ down to me, that I ſee 


| _ me, and miſchie 


PP — * 


And tho in reply we repreſented 


3 father toward him 


to be ſo great, that his leaving him 
would endanger his life; you was pleas d 
to 3 or we ſhould not. ſee 
— When your ſer- 

— TED "= rr to 
Egypt to we related to him 
your cornmmand, and that there was no 
— er of ſucceſs, unleſs we carried with 
us our brother; the old man replied in 
— diſtreſs; You know, that his mother 
me but two ſons, one of whom was 

torn in pieces; and if ye take this alſo 
1 befal him, ye 

mage my gray hairs with ſor- 

wy to grave. This probably, my 
lord,. will be the ſad conſequence of my 


returning without the youth. I would 


therefore humbly intreat you, fince your 
ſervant has promiſed the ſafe return of the 
lad, upon forfeiture of my father's 
—— ane to let me abide here in 
his ſtead, a bondman to my lord, and let 
the lad go up with his brethren. For 
how ſhall 1, who have been l for 


tt. 


the Seripture - Revelations. 219 
him, return to my father without him? 
This favour I earneſtly beg, my lord, 
leſt I be put to the diſtreſs of ſeeing the 
an that ſhall come upon my aged fa- 
h not being able to contain him - 
ial oP longer, and thinking it N * 
per, that any of the Egyptians ſhould be 
witneſſes of the paſſion he was likely to 
expreſs, or hear of the ill uſage of his 
_ brethren in ſelling him for a flave, or- 
dered them immediately to withdraw, 
and leave him alone with the Hebrew 
gueſts z when he ary Te, os loud, 
that they overheard him, reported 
what a on the governour was in to 
the whole court. As ſoon as he could 
recover himſelf, he told them that he 


was and in a tranſport of joy ſaid: 
Dub uy fe 


* ther rer 1 | . — his bre- 
n were incapable of a reply 
thro — and fear; and being 
conſcious of their guilty behaviour to- 
ward him, whom they ſaw poſſeſs d of 
full power to puniſh them, were ex- 
tremely troubled at his preſence '. Jo- 
| ſeph 


220 ABA A pr ching 


e 


A * „ 
* . "es * 
1 


ſeph in the mildeſt manner bids them 


come near to him; and when they ap. 


proached him, Tho, ſaid he, you | fold 
me into Egypt, yet fince I find you ſen- 


fible of your former ill uſage of me, 40 


' not be igrieved *, nor angry with [yourſelves 


any more, that wane me "hither ;/ but ra- 
ther reflect upon divine providence, which 
has overruled it for our preſervation. 
For theſe tuo yeart hath the' famine been 
in the land, and there are five remaining, 
wherein there ball neither be earing nor 
harveſt. Te appears then, that God ſent 
me before you to preſerve your poſterity in 
the earth, and —— your lives by a great 
and wonde 


wderful deliverance. It was not 
No that ſent me hither, but God; who 

th made me a father to-Pharaoh, lord 
of all his houſe, and a ruler throughout 
all the land of Egypt. Joſeph repeats it 
three times, that God * ſent him thither, 

8 EE By 356d 1 | that 


end; quia po gem e ſorte ſervili ad tantam 

dignitatem pervenire e credidiſſent, hominemque 

Aegyptiace loquentem audiverant, nihil ſuſpicabantur; 
0 ſtatim ac Hebraice _— et ſe aperire coepit 
phus, fratrem agnoverunt. Cleric. 
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that by. Eh the thoughts of his bre- 

chren ud ovidence, they might be 

0 Fo with the weight of their 

' own 5 ahd be fully aſſured, that he 
himſelf 

than o 688 

W that they might" be confident 2 
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tum, ut in Aegypturi abducerer 3 ut ut contra hac de re mihi 
— quia Deus opera mea ad, yos, feryandos utitur. 

oc ergo ſibi vult, non fine Dei prov (eden ſactum, ut 
in Aegyptum potius, quam in liam-regioneni, abducendus 
venderetur 3 quia in regione ſertiliſima, dum copioſa eſſet 
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8 goodneſs ; and in conſe- 
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[ Repetit hoc iterum, iterumque, ut fratres, ſceleratam 


conjunqiſſani capitis itionem animo vexfantes, a 
triſti cogitatione wo omnis vindiQae ple 


ligant. Certe, niſi multa hanc in rem 


dixiſſet, non poterant non imere tacitas ejus cogitationes, 
a memoria non oo, Tam ü — 

| a conſanguinitatis.j ura viplarant, ut ne pluribus em 
poſtea annis, cum rg ſunttus effet Jacdbus, fatis 
catum Joſephuin cenſerent, ut docem ir Lg 


Capite, D. 16, 17. 18. Cleric. * 
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be would not remember what th bad 
une to him, bur rather what God had 
_ urprifingly accompliſhed for. them all. 

[Loſe no time, . continued. Joſeph, but 
| haſten to my father, and tell him that 
bis ſon Joſeph is alive, and lord of al 
Egypt, and invites him wich all his fa- 

wily to come down without dela to 
dwell near him, in the land of 


fer yet there are fue years of amine, 
| was that part of 9 ypt, 


which lay next to. Arabia and Paleſtine, 
abounding with fair paſtures, and * 


a I. eien of the ee 
Nile. It la eaſtward of the royal city | 
in Tanis, r toward 


the red erp Ay The truth, proceeded Jo- 
-ſeph, of the meſſage I ſend by you to my 
father depends not upon report or hear- 
ſay, which might deceive you ; but you 
ſee me yourſelves, and hear me im 
ing to you: go then, and tell my fat 
all that you have ſeen, and with 
bring him down hither. He then fell up- 
en bit brother Benjamin neck and wept, 


and Benjamin 3 Moreover be 
* Too his Eine 5 _ them, 
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and after that his brethren talked with 
bim, converſed freely and familiarly with 
him, acknowledging, it is likely, their 

crime, and acquainting him with what 

had . paſſed in the family fince. The 
news, that 1 brethren were come, 
ſoon reach d the court, which greatly 
pleas d Pharaoh and his attendants. And 
the king ſaid unto Joſeph, probably after 


223 


oſeph had expreſſed to him his defire : 
12 thy brethren, when they have load 
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chem he gave two robes; but to Beta- 
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laden with che hings of E 6, and 
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He for his ather "the c, At his 
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the 'way e they came to 
Frcs and a Bin that Faß Was yet 
live, and governbur over all the Bad 
=o Epyhs pt; the man not belieying 
ar che men on of Joſeph's name * 
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ole had ſent. to convey him to 5h 
Fi hb revived. And Iſrael ſaid 
is eng, Joſepb bs en is yet _ 7 
. ſee bim before I dye. 
All things being prepared for his 1 er 46. 
Iſrael ſet out from Hebron toward E 
and A at Beerſheba (Where A = 
1 1 lanted a, grove and worſhip'd 
aac had receiv'd the favour 
2» a die manifeſtation) offered ſacri- 
fices unto the God of his father Iſaac. 
And in the uiſant f the night Gad ſpake 
unto: 1ſrael; ſaying, Jacob, Jacob: call- 
ing him Jacob, rather than | 1/rael, to 
remind him what he was originally, and 
that by his favour he was named. [/rael; 
and redoubling, his name to awaken his 
attention * When Jacob anſwered, Here 
am I: God ſaid, I am God, the, Gad 9 
thy ne" 2 fear mot fo go down into 
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' Br vi xit Prom Jacobi, id eſt, vigori ſao reſtitutus 
eſt, cum vidit currus a Jolepho miſſos, et certo ſcivit il- 
DE Vn Bochart. Hicrox. F. i. 
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Egypt.” He could not but habe fob un- 
ealy 1 on bn ts about the iſſue of this Jour- 
is children” ſhould be cortupted 


b "the Tag fitious cuſtoms of Egypt, or 
04 4s e 


ir preſent ſupport” ſhovId at la ter- 
minate in their va to'a foreign peo- 
le. The Lord therefore adds: For 7 
WM make of thee a great nation,” I toi, 
go dom With thee into Egypt; and Ti 
alfo ſurely bring thee up Len, ung Foſeph 
forall put bis hand upbn thine eyes. Plea- 
* with N eln aſſurance fromm God, 
he goes for wa for ER pt with his whole 
Pry and all his effects. 6 
Here T ſhall give a möft Sold of 
cus and his family; as it ſtood at, or 
after, their ſettſement in Egypt. 
By eub wete born to Rim Reuben his firſt 
born, Mole "ſons Were Hatioch, and 
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: wy mM abs in uſu ſdere apud Vereres . 
officia, tam erga möorientes, quem itottuos folenditer ob- 
ſervata ; tum uin Hat inprimis, quo Mmorientium oculos e » 
tione aliqui e 5 pro more claudeban 
eminit 2 aſce touſuetadinis fo bu e adi 
que Price mentionem IM 5 . wh ae 7 
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iliter Kibdere antiqui Gentiles. ol . 
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Deus, ſuperfitivin Bodies to 4 efriffirtium, | 3 
morienti adfote, et ſuprema culutafüm. Cleric. = 
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Phallu, and Hezron, and Carmi: Simeon, 
from whom deſcended Jemuel *, and Ja- 
min, and Ohad, and Jachin *, and Zo- 
har, and Shaul the ſon of a Canaanitiſh 
woman: Levi, whoſe ſons were Ger- 
ſhon, Kohath, and Merari: Judah, from 
whom ſprang Er, and Onan *, and She- 
lah, and Pharez, and Zerah ; but Er 
and Onan died in the land of Canaan; 
and the ſons of Pharez were Hezron, and 
Hamul: {1/achar, whoſe ſons were Tola, 
and Phuvah, and Job, and Shimron : 
Zebulun, from whom came Sered, and 
Elon, and \Jahleel. Theſe, with his 
daughter Dinab, including Jacob him- 
ſelf, male in all thirty three. By Zit- 
pab Jacob had Gad, whoſe ſons were 
Ziphion, and Haggai, Shuni, and Ez- 
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2 
% He is called Jarib, 1 Chron. iv. 24. 

Hoc obſervari videtur, quod reliqui uxores duxerint, 
forte e proſapia Abrahami, aut Loti, aut ex Edomi fa- 
milia 3 4 tamen Judam excipias, de quo vide cap. xxxviii. 
quamquam hoe de eo hoc quidem in loco non dicitur, 
quia jam narratum erat. Cleric. | 
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1 He is called Nemuel, Numb. xxvi. 12. 1 Chron, iv. 


Who, becauſe they died in the land of Canaan, are 


not to be numbered among them, who went down into 
3 but inſtead of them the two ſons of Pharez are 
ſet down (tho perhaps not now born) to ſupply the place 
of Er and Onan. For when Jacob went down into ESP 
Pharez was ſo young, that one can ſcarce think he had two 


at that time: but they were born ſoon after, before Ja- 


cob died. Patrick. _ 
22 bon, 
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bon, Eri, and Arodi, and Areli : ' After, 
from whom ſprang Jimnah, and Tſhva, 
and Iſhui, and Beriah, and Serah their 
- fiſter ; and the ſons of Beriah were He- 
ber, and Malchiel. Theſe are the fons of 
Zilpab, whom Laban gave to Leah his 
daughter, even ſixteen fouls. By Rachel 
were born to Jacob Foſeph, from whom 
came Manafſeh and Ephraim, who 
were born to him in Egypt: Benjamin, 
whoſe ſons were Belah, and Becher, and 
Aſhbel, Gera and Naaman, Ehi, and 
Roſh, Muppim, and Huppim, and Ard. 
Theſe are the ſons of Rachel, which were 
born to Jacob: all the ſouls were fourteen. 
By Bilbab Jacob had Dan, from whom 
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1 Addunt hic Xxx. *Fyivo/ſo I} yo? Maracos, 85 
Heuur dun 3 n i Se Maxie Maxyie os 
es Ta. ii dd 'Egegiu, ane; Maracoñ, 
Tua x; Tad. det Ss Evraradjy *"Edwj. Quac 
tranſlata ſunt ex 1 Paral. vii. v. 6. et forte olim ad mar- 

inem ab aliquo fuerant adſcripta, deinde textui illata. 
Verte non exſtant in codice Samaritice ; ſed his quinque 
numeratis, fiunt ſeptuaginta quinque capita, 4 Jo 
oriunda, ſeptuaginta tantum ſunt in Samaritarum et 
e coicius ibus. Lxx. itt. ſecutus eſt Lucas, Ad. vii. 
14. — | 


He being now but about twenty four years old, we 
cannot well think he had all theſe ſons when he went 
down into Egypt; but ſome of them were born after- 
ward, before Jacob died. Yet they are all mentioned 
here, becauſe they were moſt of them now born, and all 
became the heads of families in their tribe. It is however 
— le he might begin ſo early to beget children, as to 
have all theſe before they went into Egypt. Patrick. 

ſprang 


* 
— 


the Scripturc-Revelations. 

ſprang Huſhim: Napbibali, whoſe ſons 
were Jahzeel, and Guni, and Jezer, and 
Shillem. All the fouls by Bilbab were ſeven. 
Theſe ſons, and grandſons of Jacob, who 
came with him into Egypt, beſides Ja- 
cob's ſons wives, were threeſcore and fix. 
To which if we add Jacob himſelf, with 
Joſeph and his two ſons the whole will 
amount to ſeventy perſons. 

When they drew near the country, 
Judah was ſent to give Joſeph notice of 
their coming, and to receive directions 
from him, in what part of Goſhen his i 
ther ſhould expect him. When Joſeph 
had ſent back directions, he ordered his 
chariot to be got ready, and went up to 
meet Iſrael his father at Goſhen', and 
preſented himſelf unto him with ſuch 
reverence, as a ſon owes to his father; 
when Iſrael embraced him moſt tenderly, 
and wept on his neck a good while. 


— 
at _ 


 Suvas]noa: dum 199 Here Thaw, es 1 · Pauus- 
en, LXX. wk Heoes . au NR 
of. Ant. Jud. L. ii. e. ae r vera 
Jy 24 falſam ee FB xd locorum, 
quam habemus apud A NS Joni: cum en m was Meck ferti- 
lem et pecudibus alendis aptam fuiſſe tradat, ſterilem et 
arenoſam eam regionem deſcribit geographus. L. xvi. 
5. 759, ubi loquitur de receſſu ſinus Arabici, qui verſus 
Heroum urbem — in hunc, ait, 6x, Ilnazoie i 
gs nf 6717 „ ch iti uo N Y. N e * 
1 4 o rięc deus 2 Ketpuhaoy Vid. C 
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After theſe careſſes were over, Iſrael told ſy 
him, that the fight of him was the ut- 0 
moſt happineſs he could have deſired in of 
this life; and therefore, whenever God th 
| ſhould call him out of the world, he al 
ſhould chearfully leave it, fince he had = 
injoyed the pleaſure of ſeeing his face, | 
and of finding that he was yet alive. ® 


Joſeph after ſome time ſaid to his father 
and brethren, It will be * for me 
to repair to court, and give the king no- 
tice of your arrival, and inform him that 
you are ſhepherds, and trade in cattle, 
and that you have brought your flocks 
and herds, and all that you have. At the 
ſame time he took ſome of his brethren 
with him, to whom he gave ſtrict 
charge, that when the king Id call 
for them, and aſk of them what way of 
life they followed, they ſhould own that 
they and their anceſtors before them were 
ſhepherds, and traders in cattle ; that, ſais 
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| n 
He, ye may live in the land of Goſhen: a th 
place rich in paſture, and next adjoining = 
to Canaan, unto which, when the time the 
came, they might the more eaſily return. to 
By this means Joſeph knew they would — 
be kept together, remote from the vices tas 


of the court, and not expoſed to the 
contempt of the ſuperſtitious Egyptians; 
E 
1 | 8 1 « : 7M , 
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ſuch, ,as were „ ee in breeding and 
tending of ſheep 

Joſeph 1 acquainted the king with Chap. 47. 
the arriyal of his 13 his family, and 
all his effects at Goſhen, Pharaoh Bak 


hs + 3 þ 4-4 
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= ! Br ror pda het a the Foie 
This be underſtood in the utmoſt extent, 
5 limitaſn or reſtriction. For when Joſepbbs bre- 
tires repreſented to Pharaoh that they were 8 and 
rt ele 
on ran t told Joſeph, 
he d N m0 0 of them be cnt: 
lers over his cattle. And in chap. xl vii. 


Egyptians broug Ho ti le wa Joh, an 74 


ave them bread in exchan 

flocks, and for the cattle of the herds In a+ Arn 
wits — deer nd roy — differ. 

, £ an varied, 15 

ble the ea of cher might * tected A ogray: 
at Tanis in Joſeph's time. Jonathan and Ontelu fay, 
when they theſe 5 Becauſe the ee 
might not eat Bread with the Hebrews, chap. x Hi. 
A the cattle which Ab worſhip, the Heb 
eat. Faſeph Scaliger thinks, that ſhepherds were bated by 
the Egyptians, becauſe they had raiſed a ry and e- 
rected a kingdom call d paforal. This is received by man 

ny great men on the authority of Manetho, who fais that 

—— were — — ſhepherds: the time however, which 
is aſſigned ä — agrees not with the 
ſcripture mY he maſt ſimple interpretation is, that 
the d foreign ſhepherds, as being addicted 
_ * porro ut furax hominum £2 
xxiv. 2. Greges, » apiunt, paſcunt 
— ok in Bucolia 5 ubi 2 
tas Caprarius : 

ile Thvor re A. EuCariras 
AT ane m py vdr x56 Nav. 


| potuit eſſe cauſa, cur. ; paſtores tam fuerint 
— Gen. XI vi. . 3% El. c * i. L. ii. 


c. 46 | f 
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a deſire to ſee them, Joſeph introdu- 
ced five of his brethren into his preſence; 
who being aſked what their occupation 
was, replied : That they and their fa- 
thers were ſhepherds, and that they came 
to ſojourn in the land of Egypt, ſince 
the famine raged in Canaan, and in- 
treated that they might dwellgin Goſhen. 
The king told Joſeph, that ny part of 
his dominions was at the ſervice of his 
family, and in 5 Goſhen, ſince 
that was the place wherein they choſe 

to ſettle; and withal deſired, as his kin- 

dred had been always brought up to that 
buſineſs, and without doubt were skilful 
in it, that he would employ any of them, 
vrho were of ſufficient ability, to overſee 
his flocks, and improve his ſnepherds in the 

management of them. At the king's re- 
queſt Joſeph preſented his father to him, 


ä 2 


1 In verſe 2. Joſeph is ſaid to have taken ſome of his 

„namely five, and to have preſented them unto 
Phara _ * Maa 5 3 i 
tate fratrum ſuorum cepit quinque. Vu. Extre- 
mos quoque fratrum ſuorum q ings viros — 
rege. And in the paraphraſe of Onkelos : Extremos quo- 
e eee Ter wh cnn pK Partem etiam 

ſuorum _— lecum, quinque viros, . Sama- 
rit, Jan. It is probable that might take five of 
his youngeſt brethren, and preſent to Pharaoh, and 
"this cecatioged the king: yr dad of thou hnoweft any 
men of activity or ftrength amongſt them, then make them 
rulers over my cattel. | TI 


ad who 
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who bleſſed Pharaoh, that is, gave him 
thanks for his favour, and prayed for his 
health and ſafety. The king admiring 
the age and gravity of Jacob, aſked him 
how 8 bo ie 6 he 7 
that he days of his pilgrimage were feu, 
in hint. feet: ihe of his fathers, 
to which he had not attained ; and evil, 
ſince they had been attended with many 
afflictions. Jacob having paid his viſit, 
repeated his prayer for, and thanks to 
the king, and retired from the royal pre- 
ſence. Joſeph fully impowered by the 


command of Pharaoh, gave his father 


and brethren a poſſeſſion in the moſt fruit- 
ful part of Goſhen, in the land of Ra- 
4415 *, where he ſupplied the whole fa- 
mily with whatever they wanted. | 

It was now the third year of the fa- 
mine, when all the corn, which men 


1 Peregrinationes vitam ſuam vocat, quod Iſaaco pat: 
nomade et ſcenita natus ipſe ſimilem vitam exile, oak 
in Chananaea, tum in potamia. Quamvis in Cha- 
nanaea natus eſſet, attamen nullius urbis civis fuit, uti 
nec pater; ſed, volentibus urbium incolis, in earum 
rapabtu , aut in deſerta loca pecus ſuum agebat. Vid. 

ric | 


* Sir obn Mara conjures that it ould be Ra- 
2 the ki 


233 


meſu, the king of at that time. When 

2 is ſaid to have p his brethren in the 

land of Ramefis, the meaning is, that he put them into 

— be of the land which belonged to. Fan 
S 


3 Chap. xx v. 6. 
2480 had 
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ſo raged, 


An E SSA for explaining 
had ſtored up for their ſeveral families, 
was wholly ſpent, and ſtill the famine 
at the. inhabitants of Egy 
and Canaan fainted for want of bread : 
no corn could be obtained, but out of the 
king's granaries, and for ready money. 
Thus Joſeph by the deaf of the 
ſixth year had gathered up all the mo- 
ney, or ſilver, that was found in the lands 
of Egypt and Canaan, and brought it 
into the king's exchequer. When no- 
thing was now left but dal. ſtocks, and 
2 the two laſt came into the king's 


would but juſt do till car was ended. 
The next year after the ſale of the cattle, 
which was the laſt of the famine, they 
came to Joſeph and ſaid ; Our filver is 


| ſpent, our herds of cattle are fold, and 


nothing ts left but our bodies and lands, 
Why Nu we dye, both we and our lands '? 
us ſeed, that we may ſow in expectation 
of a crop the next year; ſince this is the 


laſt of the famine, according to your 


In ** „ 


— — @_ 


Eſt Aegyptiorum ad Joſephum quiritatio, Gen. xt vii. 
— Cur moreremur coram te, tam nos, quam terra noſtra ? 

empe mori terra dicitur, cum inculta jacet et deſolata, 
9 vivit aliquo modo. Hine Martialis 

. xiii. Epig. 12. Suburbanus ne moriatur ager. Boch. 
n 
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pie- 


ands too in Ce for corn, and 
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prone And TFoſeph bought all the 

__ Egypt for Pharaoh, and the whole 

pon the king 's . demeſne. 

That they migh t in time forges the do- 
0 


minion they 


rmerly had in the lands, 


which they had ſold, and to prevent any 


combination afterwards to regain them, 
he tranſplanted every owner into a part of 
the gag remote from his former inhe- 
025 4 113 others into their places. 

of the prieſts * bought he not, 
= = were maintained by Pharaoh, 
a certain portion * ene 
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ut inde appareret agros =. rios non 
Non 1 — alteram efle in Samaritico 
lectionem hujus loci ; fecit eum migrare in unbes, 


legunt Samaritae, Gebebid o otho lababadim, hoc eſt, redegit 
tam ad ſervitutem. Sic 2 etiam LxXx. interpr 


Kass rd ds nd,. Eos ſequutus eſt File 
habet: $ ecit- cam Pharaoni, et cunttos populos dus. 


vi in hac nihil ſubintelligendum, cum in n- 
ſtra ſupplenda fit vox acherim, alias, aut ſimilis; alioquin 
tranſire in urbes, i ex agris migrare in 

careret hic ſenſu, cum agro rum ſuorum curam Aegy- 
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im. Foſeph then ſaid to the people: 
have Mt you this day and your land for 
Pharaoh : here is ſeed for you, and ye ſhall 
ſow the land. But nothing more ſhall be 
demanded of you *, than that whereas be- 
fore you had allowed a tenth for the ſup- 
port of the government, you ſhall now 
allow another tenth to Pharaoh, of whom 
you hold your lands, and the remainder 
ſhall be your own. As ſoon as the peo- 
ple had notice of this, they expreſſed 
their gratitude in the ſtrongeſt terms, and 
requeſted that it might be enacted into a 
law, which was accordingly executed, 

excepting only the land of the prieſts. 


whe 


—— 8 _ 


T Certum ſacerdotibus demenſum. Chok. Heb. decretum, 
hoc eſt, conſtituta certa menſura, aut fatuta cibaria, ut 
habet Vulg. dxerCaopuy, Aguil. gy , Sym. verterat, 
= idem ſonant. Hoc faftum tempore famis. Vid. 

ic. 
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ttbo Scripture-Revelations. 
To return now to Jacob and his fa- 
mily: While they lived in Goſhen, and 
rented lands of the king (as his other ſub- 
jects did) they grew and increaſed ex- 
ceedingly. Jacob their father lived with 
them ſeventeen years, and died in the 


hundred and forty ſeventh year of his 


ſent for Joſeph, and, when he came, ſaid 
to him: If chou haſt any affection for 
me, put, I pray thee, thy hand under my 


1 


age. Finding himſelf near his end, he 


thigh (the uſual ceremony of an oath in 


that family) and deal - kindly and truly 
with me: bury me not, I pray thee, in 
Egypt, but with my fathers in their bury- 
ing place, This hs did from a firm be- 
lief, that the country, where they lay, 
was his in reverſion, and that God in 
due time would pur his children into poſ- 
ſeſſion of it. ok ph complied, and ſware 
to him: Fe — inſiſting upon 
his oath probably, that Pharaoh might 
be willing to let him carry his body 

ther, when he found that he lay under 
ſo facred an obligation to do it. Where- 
upon Jacob bleſſing God, and thanking 


his ſon 4 lays himſelf down with per- 


fect ſurkefa ion. 


Not long after this —.— growing 
"2 2 — t he could not 
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live long ſent to Joſeph, to acquaint him 
wich it. Joſeph immediately came with 
Manaſſeh and Ephraim his two ſons. 
When Jacob by a meſſenger was inform'd 
that Joſeph was coming, he * 
himſelf, and ſat upon the bed, leaning, 
it is likely, upon his ſtaff, for the ſupport 
2 his feeble bady. Upon Joſeph's arri- 

wal, Jacob acquainted him with the ap- 
ces Cod had favoured him with 
at Luz in the land of Canaan, when he 
omiſed to make him fruitful, and give 
e land to his ſeed after him. And 
mow, added he, two ſons Epbraim 
and Manaſſeh, which were born unto thee 
in the land of Egypt, before: T came unto 
thee in Egypt, are mine 4 Reuben and 
Simeon, who are my eldeſt ſons, they ſhall 
be mine. But thy iſſue, which thou ſhalt 
Hereafter have, ſhall' be thine, and ſhall be 
called after the name of their | brethyen in 
rbeir inheritance. And in confering this 
Privilege on REP two ſons 1727 does aug 
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Hoc eſt, eee uniuſque 
ex filiis 2 ſed quaſi ipſe 22 
uterque unciam ſuam, in — 

miſſae, accipiet. Alicqui 6 intar Joſephs tbe liberorum 
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reſpect to thy mother Rachel, whom I 
loſt in childbed, and was forced to bury 
in my travels. If thou ſhouldeſt thi 
proper to remove her bones to the cave 
of Machpelah; I buried ber in the way of 
Epbratb, but a little way to come unto 
Ephrath, the ſame 1s Bethlebem. Jacob 
had all this while fixed his eyes upon. Jo- 
ſeph, but having finiſh'd this part of his 
diſcourſe, taking them off, he diſcovered 
two perſons near him; hut his eyes were 
ſo dim and decayed with age, that he 
knew not who they were. Upon in- 
uiry finding that they were Joſeph's 
ons, he ſaid, Bring them, I pray thee, 
unto me, and I will bleſs them. When Jo- 
ſeph had brought them near to his father, 
and made them kneel ' down before him, 
he kiſſed them; and embracing them 
— the — — ſaid to Jo- 
: T bad not to fee thy face; 
— lo, God hath et me alſo 47 ad 
Joſeph fearing they might preſs roo much 
upon his aged and feeble father, took 
them from between bis knees, where they 
kneeled,” as Jacob fat upon his bed; ar 
the ſame time bowing himſelf with his 
face to the "earth. He then placed B- 
phraim in bis right hand towards Iſraes 


— RE i 
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left 
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ft hand ; and Manaſſeh in his left hand 

fowards Iſracl t right hand, and brought 

them near unto bim. Iſrael knowing by | 

the ſpirit of propheſy ', .that.Ephraim's 
poſterity would prove a more eminent 
tribe, than that of Maneſſeh, een 
croſſing his arms laid his right hand upon 
Ephraim's head, tho he was the younger, 
and then pronounc'd the following pro- 
phetic benediction: God, before whom 
my fathers Abraham and Jſaac walked, 
the God who. bas fed me, ever fince I have 
bad a being unto this day, the angel who 
redeemed me from all evil, bleſs the lads, 
and let my name be named on them, and the 

name of my fathers | Abraham and Iſaac : 
and let them grow into a. multitude * in 
the midſt of the earth. When: Joſeph ſaw 
that his father laid his right hand upon 
the head of Ephraim, it diſpleaſed him, 
and he attempted . to remove it from 
Ephraim's head unto Manaſſeh's, ſaying: 
Not fo, my father, this is the firſt-born, put 
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Joſephi in medio terfae multitudine invaleſcant. Jen. Vid. 
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, the Scripture-Revelations. 1241 
thy right hand upon his head. His father 
refuſed, and ſaid : I know it, my ſon, I 
know it, he alſo ſhall become à people; but 
his younger brother ſhall be greater than he., 
and his feed ſhall become a multitude of na- 
tions. He then concluded his benediction 
in this manner: When my poſterity ſhall 
expreſs their deſire of happineſs to others, 
it ſhall be by this form of ſpeech : God 
make you like Ephraim and Manaſſeb. Af- 
ter this Iſrael turning himſelf to Joſeph, 
ſaid: Behold, I die, but with full aſſu- 
rance, that God will be with you, and 
bring you into. the land of your fathers. 
Moreover I have given to thee one portion 
above thy brethren, namely that which I 
firſt purchaſed of Hamor * for an hundred 
pieces of filver; and, when the Amorites 
afterward ſeiſed on it, I recovered again 
by force of arms. | 

As ſoon as Jacob had ended this diſ- Chap. 49. 
courſe with Joſeph, perceiving his death 
very near, he ſends to the reſt of his 
ſons, ordering them to come all in a 
body to him, that he might tell them 
the future condition of themſelves and 
their poſterity ; to which he command- 
ed their utmoſt attention and regard, 


tl —_ 8 * 1 _—_ 


" Num. i. 33. Dent. xxxili. 17. 
> Chap. xxxiil. 19. 


2 An P8841 for explaining 
© He begins with Reuben, the eldeſt of the 
twelve. Reuben, thou art my firſt born, 
my might and the firſt fruits of my 
ſerength. The excellency of dignity *, 


1 


| x Cum vox reſhith principium et primitias ex aequo 
ſignificet ; — interpretari maluimus, quod aptius 
ſit ad fignificandum primogenitum, metaphora ex frugibus 
petita. Ita etiam primogeniti vocantur, Deut. xxi. 17. 
Pf. Txxviii. ab cv. 36. Unde fruſtra eos eſſe, qui vertunt 
principium doloris mei, ſatis apparet. Caeterum Lxx. int. 
ſenſum potius, quam verba reſpexere, quando verterunt, 
N Tixror ps. Vid Cleric. | 

z” Videtur Jacobus: hic veſpicere 7 myw]onxeloy jura, 
quibus excidit Ruben. Ea quamvis illis temporibus aliqua 
eſſent, ut obſcurius, Ger. iv. 7. manifeſtius indicavit hi 
ricus divinus, Gen. xxv. 31. ubi, quo pacto ea Jacobus ab 
Eſavo emerit, narrat: attamen qua in re praecipue ſita 
eſſent, non ita liquet. Hi quidem, in Trad. Hebr. 
Onkels aliifque Judaeis conſentientibus, tria efle vult, 
bus anteferretur ö we haereditatem, 
cerdotium,. et regnum. At unde 8 primo- 
genitos patriarcharum aevo ſemper fuiſſe ſacerdotes 
et reges, neſcio. Certe ſamiliis terrarum aliquo tractu 
ſeparatis, ſua fibi ſacra faciebat, ſuiſque praeerat, niſi 
ſuperior in locis, in —_ degebat, eſſet poteſtas, qu:- 
vis paterfamilias. Videtur potius dignitas intelligi ali- 
qua, et duplo major in haereditate pars, quae primogenito 
tribuatur ; et quae in haereditate Jacobi, in duodecim un- 
cias diviſa, ſextans fuit. Eo certe ſextante Ruben exci- 
dit, Joſephuſque 2 loco donatus eſt, ut vidimus ad cap, 
xIViii. v. 22. Fraeterea digni 1 

ba- deri * tri 
ceflit. Haec egregie confirmantur 9 v. FT 
quae verba, quia interpretationis loco eſſe poſſunt, hic re- 
— fuerat [nempe Ruben] 
a funt 3 Alis 


tamen adeo ut in recenſendis gene- 


| 
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and excellency of power, haften awa 
as water pour d out, that thou ſhalt be 
excel *, firice thou wenteſt up to thy father's 
bed ; at the time thou defiledſt it, they 
vaniſhed. Simeon and Levi are brethren, 
a like in diſpoſition, and combined in the 


ſame wicked defigns, inſtruments of 
cruelty are their treaties *, My foul, 
| R 2 came 


„ 


— 


1 Phachaz. Heb. Duo hie potiſſimum obſervanda ſunt, 


quorum primum vocabulorum ſtructuram, alterum ſignifi- 
cationem verbi t. Primo 4d jether, pracſtantia, 
conjungatur e eſt cum verbis phachaz et hbalah j 
quorum hoc quartum comma claudit, illud incipit. Alio- 
quin hiulca ac fine ſenſu, quod liquebit inſpectis interpre- 
tibus, oratio eſt. Nec obſtare poteſt verſuum hodierng 
diſtinctio, quam a manu Moſis non eſſe fatis inter eruditos 
conſtat. Samaritanus codex quidem habet, in ſecunda per- 


dona, phachaztha, quod fuit etiam in Lxx. et Hierot, cod. 


qui vertunt ZuCeroas, et effigſus et. Sed quoniam in fine 
TERS IO on uo referatur non 


habebit, codd. noſtrorum praeſerenda videtur lectio. Se- 


cundo, cum verbum phachaz dubiae fit fignificationis, et 
veteribus etiam interpretibus non ſatis notae, ut ex eorum 


conjiciendo, quid fibi velit, aſſequi poſſimus. Cum derivata 
ejus conjungantur cum vocibus vanitatem et mendacium ſo- 


nantibus, conjecere lexicographi /evitatem et inconflantiant 


eo fignificari. Vide Jud. ix. 4. Fer. xxiii. 32. 
N laſciviae notio aeque bene convenit. At 
ic, ubi cum agua conjungitur, nulla aptior, ſeu ea me- 
taphorica, ſeu propria >. mg ba TO 
ea N debemus, efuſa e t i en- 
dt Naben d acobus ned nog 2 Tala 

quae effuſa eſt, et in vapores reſoluta, et evanuit, 
amplius eſſe, etc. Cleric. 

0 Numb. i. 21, 27. 


3 — Heb. quae vox haud parum torkit n- 
terpretes, quod fit ſemel in ſacris Hebracorum cudd. Alii 


inconſtantia in eo vertendo ſatis apparet; videndum an 


243 


LE” a n 83 3 * ST F N 2 
— 2 - . m4 — 2 
— — — — = - . . 


525 


2 - 


244 


An Ess AY for explaining 
came not into their ſecret, unto their 
aſſembly mine honour was not united : 


for in their anger killed they a man, and 
in their ſelf-will they diged down a 


wall. Curſed be their anger, for it was 


fierce; and their wrath, for it was cruel *. 
* 15 1 


vertunt in habitationibus eorum, quaſi fit praepoſitio prae- 
termiſſa et vox mechera idem ſonat ac mechoura, quam vo- 
lunt, apud Exzech. habitationem ſignificare. Alii eandem 
eſſe ac pay aympey contendunt, ut Jacobus dicat filios hoſce 
ſuos gladiis ſuccinctos vim injuſtam Sichemitis intuliſſe. 
Hinc multum abire non videtur Vulg. qui habet, vaſa 
iniguitatis bellantia, ſenſum palpando, ut potuit, potius 
quam certam vocis ſignificationem ſequutus. Alii con- 
ventiones interpretantur, quia radix machar vendere ſi- 
gnificat: alii machinationes aut fraudes, quia eadem radix 
apud Arabas machinari ac fallere ſonat. Lud. de Dieu, 
vir orientalium linguarum peritus, mavult vocis fignifica- 
tionem ex Aethiopica lingua petere, in qua conſilium fi- 
gnificat. Hunc ſequitur Fam. Caſtel, qui praeterea hanc 
interpretationem Lxx potiſſimum auctoritate fulcire nititur, 
hi enim «Z«ypeory, confelium, tranſtulerunt. Nos tamen, 
poſt tot eruditos viros, quibus in re obſcura conjecturis in- 
dulgere licuit, Chaldaicae linguae uſum, utpote Hebraicae 
proprioris, ſequi maluimus, favente praeterea hiſtoria, 
quam reſpiciebat Jacobus. In ea autem lingua, mechar eſt 
deſponſare ; et ſororis Dinae deſponſatione facta, Sichemum 
circumvenerunt Simeon et Levi, ut narravit Moſes, Gen. 
xxxiv. Cleric. ln 

7 Subnervarunt taurum, ey2vgoxbmnoay Tavpey. LXX. 
hoc eſt ſucciderunt poplites, aut ſuffragines taurorum. Ita 
ſubnervati equi a Joſua, cap. xi. 9. juſſu Dei. Attamen 
Vulgatus, Syrus, uterque Arabs, Jonathan et Onkelos, de 
muro intelligunt. Vid. Bochart. Hieroz. P. i. L. ii. 
c. 11. | 

Minatur enim hic duo, fratrum in vi Sichemitis inſe- 
renda concordium liberos non habituros agros vicinos, ne 
malo parentum exemplo corruptae duae tribus communi 
conſilio quidquam ſimile olim aggrederentur; deinde ne 
ipſos quidem contribules continuum terrarum W cy | 


«a 
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I will divide them in Jacob, and ſcat- 
ter them in Iſrael. Judah, thou art 
fitly ſo called, for thy brethren ſhall 
praiſe thee : thy hand ſhall be on the 

neck of thine enemies „ thy father's 
children ſhall bow * down before thee. 
Judah is a lion's whelp *, from the prey, 
my ſon, thou art gone up in triumph. 
He kneeled 5 down, he couched, as an 


old lion, taking his reſt without fear of 
diſturbance ; and as a lioneſs *, Who 


4 _— 


Gade. Utrumque autem evenit. Simeonis ade in 
mediis tribus Judae agris fuere, Fof. xix. 1. Levitica vero 
tribus urbes ex a tribu fibi attributas habuit. 
Vid. Cleric. 
a * XXIX. 35 | 
al. xviii. 40. 1 Sam. xviil. 8 7. 


kane tribules tuos Proſequentur, quali primogeniis 


rh Ge 14. 
+ Hic quoque gradatio eſt. Confertur enim primum Juda 
catulo leonis, deinde 1 — _—_ — 
terribilius utroque 3 qua figura res fortiter 
tribu Judae, ejuſque incrementa, donec regnum Ifraelis ei 
proprium delatum fit, deſeribuntur. Primam aciem in 
exercitu duodecim tribuum habuit, Num. x. 14. Jud. xx. 
18. Prima veteres colonos ex agris fibt a Joſua diviſis mi- 
coegit, Jud. i. 2. Primus judex,  liberator àa Deo 
ſraelitis miſſus, ex hac eadem tribu fuit, Jud. iti. 11. 
Prima denique familia, cui Er in Iſraelitas regnum 
5 eſt, ad hanc tr pertinuit, 2 Sam. vii. 13. 
c # 3 NI 90 
Hoc fiduciae argumentum um eſt, quod ad dor - 
miendum non 8 ecedit in loca femota et abdita, ſed ſomnos 
capit ubivis ; quaſi ſciat neminem eſſe, qui -ubivis fic dor- 
mientem excitare audeat, Bochart. Hierom. P. i. L. iii. 4. 2. — 


246 An Ess A 1 for explaining 
mall 7 him u . The oo "_ not 
depart from Judah, nor a lawgrver from 
en bis . until Shiloh * come, and 
unto 


q | Non cod chan e 3 inter 
pedes ejus, k veniat Schilo, et ei obedientia, ex- 
pectatio, conventus populoram. - Heb. ' text. werſ. Non 
auſeretur ſceptrum de Juda, et dux de femore ejus, donec 
veniat, qui mittendus eſt, et ipſe erit expectatio gentium. 
Pulg. Our iN Les d * 18 Leu, x} town & 7@y 
unf du72, Jos fer bay dmiiduwa AI x dv) 
l Aula 5dr. Lxx. Non auferetur habens principatum 
omo Jugdae, neque ſcriba a filiis filiorum ejus, uſque in 

donec veniat Meſhas, cujus eſt regnum, et ei obe- 
dient i. Ont. Non auſeretur ſceptrum de Juda, et 
dux de vexillis ejus, donec veniat pacificus, et ad ipſum 
con tur populi. Sam. verſ. Non deficiet ſceptrum 
de Juda, et expoſitor de inter ejus, donec veniat is cu- 
jus lud eft, et ipſum ex t gentes. Hr. ver/; Non 
ceſſabunt reges et praeſides ex Jomo Judae, et feribae do- 
centes legem ex ſemine ejus, uſque ad tempus, quo veniet 
rex Meſhas minor filiorum ejus, et propter eum — 


jentur omnia regna terrge. o repreſent the 
bee, interpretations, 2 * 2 of a 
would require a long Hd og the 
8 to.Pugio fidei, Le — Huetius, Kidder, and Sher- 


4 Ras «4.4 Pow > s Graeci 
ab his Sile- 


ve de Juda, — 2 ligans ad witem aſellum 
et ad generoſam witem * — Inde Silenus eſt 
et deo vitium comes indi- 


afinoplerumque Vectus, 
n Tale eit, 2 
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unto bim ſhall the gathering of the people 
be. Binding his fole unto the vine, and 
his aſſes colt unto the choice vine, he 


waſhed his garments in wine, and his 


clothes in the blood of grapes. His eyes 
mall be red with wine, and his teeth 


white with milk. Zebulun * ſhall dwell 


at the haven of the ſea, near the lake of 


Tiberias, or ſea of Galilee, whoſe border 
ſhall go up from thence to the mediter- 
ranean, where there ſhall be a haven for 
ſhips, even to the country of Zidon or 


num addicunt, quia ſequitur: 2 
uum, et in ine warum operimentum 1 cal- 
2 in ä ut explicatur in Eſai. v. Sed nihil 
tam impium, quam quod Silenum ſemper ebrium eſſe fin- 
gant, et | | 
Inflatum heſterno venas, ut ſemper, Iaccho: 
quia ſtatim additur, rubent illi oculi ex vino; ac fi eodem 
id ſenſu dicatur, quo a Salomone, Prov. Xxiii, 297 30. 
Cui rubor oculerum P iis, qui uino immorantur. Sileno deni- 
que pro Cibo, . 


r | 
2 itur hac clauſula: Et dentes ex lacte al- 
ſcent, Nihil poterat diabolus foedius comminiſci, etc. 
Boch. Can. L. i. c. 18. ; 

1 It is remarkable, that Jacob mentions Zebulun before 
Iſſachar, who was his elder brother, ch. xxx. 11. for no 
other reaſon; . that I can diſcern, but becauſe Zebulun's lot 
was to come up before Iſſachar's, in the diviſion of the 
land: his being the third, and Iflachar's the fourth, Fo/. 
xix. 17 . this they were taught, that their habi 
tation in the land of Canaan was the gift of God, and did 
not come by chance; their forefathers having ſo long be- 
— the very portion they ſhould inherit. Pa- 


R 4 Phoe- 
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: = 


2438 An Ess AT for explaining 
Phoenicia. 1fachar, like a ftrong aſs”, 
ſhall be patient of rural toils, couching 
down between two burdens*. And ſee- 
ing reſt * to be good, and his country + 
pleaſant, will bow his ſhoulder to bear, 
and become a ſervant to tribute, ſub- 
Ne hls DN miting 


* 
I 2 
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— — — — 


. * 


1 Videtur autem fignificare Jacobus Iſſaſcharis poſteros 
fore inſtar zumentorum, et quidem afinorum, laborioſos. 
Quando enim quiſpiam animali confertur, ei videtur 
tribui, Lr in eo animali inſigne eſt. Vide quae nota- 
vimus ad cap. xvi. 12. de Iſmaele, qui onagro confertur. 
Phils” de fſacrificiis Abelis et Cainis: mhys d ovos, 
Nh yay 73 oo. Quia autem labore et induſtria 
opes comparantur, Onlelus, potentem divitiis, haec verba 
rage Ce Cleric. | 4 

* Repagula vertimus, quia inter gemina repagula (quod 
vocis hujus forma” duali optime exprimitur) in ſtabulis 
jumenta labore feſſa quieſcunt, Tad. v. 16. Favet et vo- 
cis notatio, nam ſchapbath eſt ordine diſpoſuit, nec greges 
ordine in ſtabulis continentur, nifi repagulorum ope. ii 
cum Fulgato et Onſtelb vertunt terminos, intelliguntque ter- 
minos, ſeu fines tribuum finitimarum; quod voluiſſe vi- 
dentur Ixx, qui habent xAjges, hoc eſt, agros forte di- 
viſos. Alii, cum hiſce Jud. v. 16. Sryouies duas ſarci- 
nas reddunt. Deut. XXxlii 18. 1. 

Mucha non modo reguiem, ſed locum, in quo quis 
1 frequenter fi . Num. x. 35. et Deut. 


4 Fertiliſſimam autem et amoeniſſimam fuiſſe eam Cha- 
nanaeae partem, quam inſiderunt Iſſaſcharis poſteri, intel- 
ligemus, ſi n n de Oh x 45 

g hujus tribus agros comp tur, {cri ofe , 
Th alibi, tum De bello Fudaico, L. iii. ot 75/9 Ts, 
inquit, d xa löl nat dei rar lol es d- 

05, ws be This wTaleias H xai 73 
ga — Nb repov. | | | 
8 "Inodypue 79 xandy emelupuneer (pro chamor, aſinu 


potuerunt legere chamad, concupivit ; ds 
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mitting to heavy taxes to be excuſed from 
the ſervices of war, rather than loſe 
his repoſe. Dan, tho a ſon of a con- 
cubine, ſhall judge or rule his people, 
alluding to his name, as one of the tribes 
of Iſrael. Dan managing rather by 
ſubtlety, than open war, ſhall be as a 
ſerpent by the way, an adder in the 
pat „that biteth the horſe's heels, ſo that 


rider ſhall fall backward. I have 


waited for thy ſalvation , O Lord. Gad, 


XAnger, ai ide Thy drdmraucry 371 , x; Thv Vn dr. 
vier, d, Thy dh did eic d mover labor, ad ba- 


julandum 17 vn dn dri 66. Lxx. 
8 Vie! x; lng ee Basa, aeque tribui ſuae 
jura dicturos, ac aliarum tribuum magiſtratus ſuis quoſque 
tribulibus. Quo ſenſu ham tribum ipſam Danitarunt ſi- 
gnificat. Sed Onkelo; omnes Iſraelitas intellexit, et ſic 
7 : De domo Dan eligetur et exfurget wir, in cu- 
us diebus liberabitur us, et in cujus ans requi- 
eſcent tribus Iſraelis, etc. Sam no- 
mine appellant For. et Fer. Is certe Danita ſuit, et per 
viginti annos Iſraelem judicavit. Jud. e. xiii. Cleric. 
Vid. Boch. Hieroz. P. ii. L. iii. cap. 12. Kat 
yerlire Ady bee ip d. iyxabiiuercs bot Teice, 
Idxyoy whgray I, x; era, 6 s eie Th d 
Tiv o&]ugley u Net. x.. * 
Non liberationem Gedeonis ego expecto, neque libera - 
tionem Samſonis ego perſpicio, quia liberatio eorum tem- 
poralis liberatio fuit ; ſed ego ſalutem tuam expecto, et 
perſpicio, Domine, quia liberatio tua liberatio ſeculorum, 


on. T, Non redemptionem Gedeonis, filii Joas expe- 
r uae eſt temporalis ; neque redemptionem 


Samſonis, quae eſt ſalus creata ᷑ ſed redemptionem, 
dixiſti verbo tuo venturam eſſe populo tuo, Ali Tirael, 


hanc redemptionem tyam expectat anima mea, Jeruſ. T. 
a 
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cadet ſors <jus, et poſſeſſio ejus erit 
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a troop ſhall overcome him; but he 
ſhdll overcome at the laſt. Out of 
Aſbers countrey ſhall ariſe _ excel- 
lent proviſions: of all ſorts ?, and part of 
it ſhall yield che ehoiceſt fruits 4, fir 
to be ſerved up to the table of kings. 
Naphtali is 4 Kad let looſe 7, loving i- 
berry, he freel his mind, and is 
walks of oſeph is a fruitful 
bough, eve a fruirful bough by a well, 
whoſe branches run over the wall. The 
archers * have ſorely grieved him, and 
ſhort at him, and hated him. But his 
bow remained mn, the ſtrength of 


UE . ——— 
wal = _— 4 — 


Fad, x. r 17. e 1. dg | 
| A ud. xi. 33. 1 Chron. v. 18, 22. 


Deut, xxxiii. 

e eee. dv rio 16 york 
3 
Hart XelANog. LXX. rf caveat emifſte, ef (hits 


8 Neptali , in terra 
— bs HR Rs fer opins 
benedicent ſuper eos. Out. Naphtali N 
* fimilis cervo currenti a faper rupes montium, an 
nuntium ; annuntiavit enim 


— theme et ipſe expeditus fait, ut abiret in Ae- 
- 5 1 
et aſerret 


gyptum, et inſtrumentum agri ſpeluncae duplicis, 
rf on te nulla e On —_—_ 


I — Fer. 7. Vid. - Boe 8 
i. L. iii. c. 1 

6 Intelliguntur flii Jacobi, qui fratrem male habue- 
. 
tur in eum conjeta. ' Cleric. 

- 7Zroah proprie brachiam, ſed metaphorice wires figni- 
kenne plurimis ex loci liquet, quae prac Cacteris Jexioo- 
paphs at Fol. Sadr HK. as 


the 1 254 
is Bonds res: confirmed by the power 
of the mighty God of Jacob, from, thence 
he is the herd, the ſtone of Iſrael, 
F £6 r help in the time: of famine: exe 
by the God [of thy father, who ſhall he 
thee, and by the almighty, who ſhall 
bleſs thee with bleflings of heaven a- 
bove, bleſſings of the deep that lieth 
under, bleſſings of the breaſts *, and of 
the womb. The bleflings of thy father 
Jacob are greater than the bleſſings of my 
progenitors, Abraham and Iſaac, unto-the 
utmoſt bounds of the everlaſting hills, 
Baſhan and mount Ephraim ; or, unto 
all that is moſt deſirable in thoſe an- 


fruit; they ſhall be on the 
on the crown of the head 
was diſtinguiſh'd from his Rs bh in 
eminence and asien, 3 Aae 


9 — 


coi Ee tmpeſln Il PH 

qui tellus, ut 
lis fie ut terra fit en, hoc eſt, fe 2 = | 
pr Ut i _ 82 ſuperiores ſit oppaſitio, 
neceſſe eſt abyſium terram, aut potius 
latices, quibus plantae alantur. Deus. vii. 7. Chric. 
Vid. Yo. Idol. L. ii. c. 77. 

3 naturae eflet uteri et uberum, nam prius uters 
concipiuntur 2 uberibus alaptur. Similem 
inverſionem avimus ad verſ. 23. Optat Jacobus 
1 ani — a an agg. 
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of à martial genius ſhall ravin as a 
wolf, and ſuch ſucceſs ſhall atrend them 
in their wars, that they ſhall have the 


prey divided in the evening to eat till 


morning. As ſoon as Jacob had finiſhed 
this famous prediction relating to the 
poſterity of his twelve ſons, the patri- 
archs, and heads of the twelve tribes of 
Iſrael, he gave it in ſtrict charge to them 
all, as he had before done in particular 
to Joſeph, to ſee him buried in Canaan, 
in che ſepulcher of his anceſtors; giving 
an exact deſcription of the place, that 
they might not miſtake it, when th 


ſhould go to bury him; and the particulars 


Chap. 50. 


of its former purchaſe and poſſeſſion to 
clear their title to it, if the inhabitants 
of Canaan, from whom he had been ab- 
ſent ſome years, ſhould diſpute the lay- 
ing his body there. And having now 
no more to ſay, he gathered up his feet 
into the bed, and yielded up the ghoſt, 
and was gathered unto his people. 

When Joſeph ſaw his father was dead, 
he fell upon his face to cloſe his eyes, 
and kiſs him; which he did with the 
tendereſt expreſſions of filial affection. 
After this he gave orders to his ſer- 
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the Scripture-Revelat ions. 
vants, the phyſicians , to embalm his fa- 
ther. Forty days were taken up in em- 
balming the body with myrrh, caſſia, 
and other ſpices, after which it lay in 
nitre thirty days, and then they wraped 
it in fine linen and gums; all which time 
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it being the Egyptian cuſtom to mourn * 
for the , the Egyptians, who 
belonged to Joſeph; obſerved it out of 
reſpect to him. When the _ of 
mourning were ' paſt, Joſeph: by the of- 
ficers of the court addreſſes to the king, 
for leave to bury his father with his an- 
ceſtors in the land of Canaan, purſuanc 
to a ſolemn ingagement by oath, his fa- 
ther had laid him under, to ſee it done; 
aſſuring Pharaoh that after the funeral 
was over, he would return. To this re- 
queſt the king, in conſideration of his 
oath, freely conſented. And beſides all 
the houſe of Joſeph, and his brethren, 
and his father's houſe, excepting ſuch 
as were neceſſary to look after their lic- 
tle ones, and their flocks; a conſiderable 
number of Pharaoh's principal officers 
both in court and kingdom, by his or- 
der, went up to do honour to the fune- 
ral, attended with chariots and horſemen, 
as a guard to Joſeph, At their entrance 
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into that part of the country, where the 
ſepulcher was, the company ſtopt at a 
place convenient for their ſtay, where 
for the ſpace of ſeven days, the time of 
publick mourning among the Jews, 
they expreſs'd their greateſt lamentation 3 
which occaſioned the inhabitants of the 
land to call the name of the place Wel- 
mizraim, that is, the Egyptian mourning. 
Thence the proceſſion continued to 
cave of the field of Machpelah, where 
Jacob's ſons intered their father, ac- 
cording to his order. Joſeph, after he 
had buried his father, returned into 
Egypt, with all who went up with him 
to the funeral, | | 

The ten brethren upon their return cal- 

ling to their remembrance their former ill 
uſage of Joſeph, fell under an apprehen- 
ſion, that Joſeph all this time might have 
only ſmothered his reſentments, out of re- 
ſpect to his father; but that now he was 
gone, they muſt expect to ſuffer for old 
injuries. They ſent therefore under the 
impreſſion of fear a meſſenger to Joſeph, 
feigning that their father before he 
died had commanded them, who were 
tis brethren, and the ſervants of the God 
of his father, to entreat his pardon far 
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' the' treſpaſs they had done him. This 


meſſage raiſed ſuch tender emotions 
that he wept, 


in the mind of Joſeph, 
When his brethren 2 the concern 
that Joſeph had expreſſed at ſuch a ſuſ- 
icion, they ventured to come all in per- 

_ ſon, and throw themſelves at his feet, 
ſaying, We be thy ſervants: whereby they 
farther fulfiled his dream. Joſeph then 
ſaid to them, Fear not*: ſhall I puniſh 
you for that, which God hath turned fo 
much to all our advantage? Ir is true 
indeed, you thought to deſtroy me ; bur 
God deſigned by that very evil contri- 
vance of yours to bring about the greateſt 


good to you and me. Now therefore 


ear ye not, I will nouri „ and your 
2 — z and be wk Fe) them, * 
ſpake kindly to them. | 
And now to conclude this part of the 
hiſtory : Joſeph continued his poſt in 
Egypt to the hundred and tenth year of 
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- the Scripture-Revelations. 
his life, all which time Jacob's family dwelt 
there, under his protection, in a pro- 
ſperous condition: and he had the plea- 
card of ſeeing his father's Frys 
bleſſing upon his on two ſons in 
fulfiled j 3 ſaw great grandchildren 
from Ephraim, and grandchildren 
one branch of Manaſſeh. Joſeph ſome 
time before his death thought proper to 
remind his brethren of the antient and 
repeated promiſe of God, to beſtow the 
land of Canaan upon them; and aſ- 
ſuring them that providence would in due 
time undoubtedly accompliſh. it, Toy: 
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ed them upon their oaths, when he ſhould 


dye, to preferve his body in Egypt, till 
their general departure into Canaan, and 
then to carry the remains of it alon 
with them thither. 80 Jaſeph died, 
being an hundred and ten years old; 
and they embalmed him, and he was 
put into a coffin in Egypt, and kept till 
their departure from thence ; which ha 
pened about an hundred 'and forty four 
years after. Thus with the death of 
Joſeph endeth the book of Gengſis, con- 
raining the hiſtory of two thouſand threg 
hundred fixty nine years of the world, 

2. Having brought down this 
of the hiſtory as far Hr | ſhall, 
according to the method I have hitherro 
obſery'd, make = remarks, as * 


iod 


be proper to diſcover the wiſdom and 
goodneſs of this part of revelation. 
Since degeneracy had prevail 'd fo far, 
as to infect the race of Shem, it is at firſt 
view evident, that it was wiſe, and kind, 
to ſeparate a family to _ up the wor- 
ſhip: of the true God; by particular 
favours expreſs'd to it on that account, 
to excite the attention of thoſe, among 
whom they ſhould ſojourn; and in the 
head of that family to exhibit an emi- 
nent and diſtinguiſned example both of 
faith and obedience, and of rewards 
that ſhould attend the practice of them. 
To enter into a long diſcourſe upon 
the happy tendency and uſefulneſs of 
ſuch an example would be perfectly 
needleſs. I ſhall therefore immediately 
proceed to repreſent Abraham, as a re- 
markable pattern of faith and obe- 
dience, and of divine favours which in 
conſequence attended him; and then con- 
ſider the particular circumſtances which 
accompanied that example. 

By Eich is meant in ſcripture ſuch a 
firm belief of religious principles, ſuch 
truſt and confidence in the power and 
faithfulneſs of God to perform his pro- 
muſes, and reward his fincere ſervants, 
ariſing from proper and ſufficient evi- 
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tb Scripture Revelations, 
to all che temptations of a corrupt world, 
to obey God with uprightneſs and con- 
ſtancy. Of ſuch a faith Abraham was 
an eminent and remarkable example. 
When Jebovab, the God of glory, ap- 
peared to him in Ur of the Chaldees, 
and ordered him to leave his country, 
and his kindred, and incouraged him by 
a promiſe of peculiar bleſſings; he readily 
complied, tho he was entirely unac- 
quainted with the place, to which he wag 
to bend his courſe, thro a rational and 
well grounded faich. That this inſtance 
of his faith was ſuch, may eaſily be made 
to appear. For, beſides the evidence 
which aroſe to Abram from the cir- 
cumſtances of the appearance itſelf, and 
the reaſonableneſs and -propriety of the 
deſign of his removal from Ur ; when he 
communicated the affair to Terah his fa- 
ther, Terah probably repreſented to him, 
that ſuch appearances had been before 
made to Noah, and (tho in a different man- 
ner, as with terrible majeſty) at the con- 
fuſion of the firſt language. Theſe rela- 
tions of his father, Abram could not but 
entertain as true; ſince Terah living two 
hundred and five years was contemporary 
with Noah one hundred and twenty eight 
years of that time, and with Shem the 
entire period of his life, and with Peleg, 
in whoſe days 1 the diviſion, one 
| 2 hun- 
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hundred and eighteen, and therefore muſt 
de very capable of knowing the truth of 
thoſe facts; and his removal with Abram 


from Ur to Charran eyidently proved, 


that he ſincerely believed them himſelf. 
Tho Abram was detained at Charran by 
the n of his aged father, whom 
duty obliged him to attend there; yet 
FR after his death he removed from 
thence to Canaan, and paſſed thro the 
land to Sychem, from a firm belief of the 
command he had received from God at 
Ur, and a full perſuaſion, of the accom- 
pliſhment of the promiſe God then had 
made to him. From the ſame principle 
Abram. built an altar to ; > wan at Sy- 
chem, and on the mountain which la 
eaſtward of Bethel, and called upon his 
name. When the Lord appeared to A- 
bram to comfort him, after Lot had ſe- 
parated from him, and gave him a pro- 
miſe of the land of Canaan, Abram ex- 
reſſed his faith by walking thro it, as 
chovah had commanded him. His de- 
ndance upon God alone for his pro- 
Ferity appeared in the refuſal of the 


offer, which the king of Sodom, a de- 
ſcendant of Canaan, had made to him, 
when he returned "victorious over the 
four eaſtern princes. And tho at firſt 
view Abram's expoſtulating with God, 
when he had aſſured him that he W 
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88 ſince when God 8 
en, that a ſon of bis own body ſhould be 
his Bir, 193 ter notwithſtand- 
ng he was at that time eighty four years 
old, and (which rendered it extremely 
improbable) Sarai, who had all along been 
barten, was ſeventy four. And this his 
faith was ſo pleaſing to God, that he 
counted it to bim for righteouſneſs. When 
the Lord at the ſame time declared to 
him, that he had brought him out of Ur 
of the Chaldees to give him that land, 
in which he ſojourned, to inherit, Abram 
expreſſed his concern to have a farther 
confirmation of his faith, by requeſting 
a ſign, which God gracioully l 
with; when, as a ceremony of his entring 
into covenant with him, a ſmoaking fur- 
nace and a burning lamp paſſed between 
the pieces of the heifer, and the ſhe-goar, 
and the ram, which were divided and laid 


one againſt another. In the ninety nintn 


ear of Abram and eighty ninth of Sarai 
Jehidvati appeared to Abram, and by the 
name of El Sbaddai, the almighty God, 
aſſured him, that he ſhould have a ſon 
by Sarai. And tho thro the fatigue, which 
attended his long and frequent journeys, 
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and 
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be his ſhield, and exceeding great re- 
ward, Lord, what wilt thou give me, ſee- 
ing I go childleſs? ſeems to carry in it 
an air of unbelief, yer the contrary is 
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and the cares which aroſe from his ſo- 
Journing in a ſtrange land, he was not in 
circumſtances to expect ſuch a bleſling ; 
and the perpetual barreneſs of Sarai, and 
her advanced age, rendred the accompliſh- 
ment of the promiſe impoſſible in a courſe 
of nature: yet he flaggered not thro unbe- 
lie; but was ſtrong in faith, giving glory to 
God, by a full perſuaſion of his power 
and faithfulneſs. After Abraham had en- 
tered into a league with Abimelech, he 
lanted a grove in Beerſheba, and cal- 
ed there ks the name of Jebovab, 
as the God of the world, expreſſing 
thereby his firm belief, that he was the 
ſource of all power, and the director and 
governour of all beings. Abraham hav- 
ing no reaſon to doubt, that the command 
he had received to offer up his ſon Iſaac 
came from God, who had in an extra- 
ordinary manner given him to him, b 

faith went to the land of Moriah wi 
a fixed intention to facrifice him; not 
doubting, if God ſhould permit the exe- 
cution of his own order, but he would 
reſtore to life him, to whom the ſpecial 
1 0 refered, fince in this inſtance 
od could not in any dther way evidence 
his faithfulneſs, When Abraham upon 
the juſteſt reaſon reſolved to marry his 
fon Iſaac to one of his own family, and 
not to any of the Canaanites, and for 
ip that 
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that purpoſe ſent! his ſteward Eleazer to 
Bethdel, who deſcended from Nahor 
Abraham's: brother; after Eleazer had 
taken an oath in the name of Fehovah, 
the God of heaven and earth, to be faith- 
ful, Abraham expreſſed his aſſured ex- 


— who took me 
bouſe, and tbe land XK 
— U d will 

me, ſaying, Unto thy ſeed will 1 this 
hall be ſhall ſend his angel 3 
and proſper thy way. Thus a firm belief 
of God as immutable * in his nature and 
promiſes ; as the of worſhip *, and 
creator and governour of the world; as 
the ſupreme Lord and ſource of all 
power '; as the almighty? and all ſuffi- 
cient God *, the moſt high poſleflor ? and 
Lord of heaven and — influenced 
Abraham in his whole conduct, where- 
by _y became a 3 Oe of 
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Abraham was in like manner an 
eminent and diſtinguiſhed pattern of 
fincere and conſtant, tho not altoge- 
ther perfect and faultleſs obedience 3 
without which he could not with pro- 
riety be ſaid to have believed, or his 
faith would not have been true and ge- 
nuine. When God commanded him to 
quit Ur, and go into a land which he 
would thew him; the uneaſineſs of leav- 
ing his country and relations, and the 
length and hazard of the journey did not 
diſcourage him, but he readily complied. 
Wherever he ſojourned in Canaan for 
any time, he built an altar, and worſhiped 
with bis family, calling 
of Jehovah; and travelled thro all the 
land (tho he knew the inhabitants were 


564 


idolatrous, and unfriendly to the deſcen- 


dants of Shem) in compliance with a 
divine order. When a difference aroſe be- 


tween Abram's ſervants and the ſervants 


of Lot, Abram expreſſed great prudence 
in preventing a quarrel between them- 
ſelves, and ſhewed remarkable - conde- 
ſcenſion to his nephew (ſince it was pro- 

they ſhould ſepargte) in offering to 


im the choice of all the country around. 
He ſhewed likewiſe a due concern and pro- 
affection for this his relation, when he 
d that he was taken captive: for arm- 
ing Bis ov trained ſervants, and joining 
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pon the name 
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the forces of his allies, he reſcued him, 
and retook all his poſſeſſions. Whatever 
there was peculiar in Abram's givi 

tithes to Melchiſedek, yet ſince he di 
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it, as Melchiſedek was a worſhiper of the 


moſt high God, poſſeſſor of heaven and 
_ earth; he diſcovered in this his conduct 
a due and becoming reverence of the 
true God. When Abram refuſed the 
offer, that the king of Sodom, a deſcen- 
dant of Canaan, made him of the goods, 
vrhich were taken from the eaſtern prin- 
ces, he gave an example of depending 
ſolely upon God for being inriched; 
which; tho in different eircumſtances it 
may not be binding to others, yet ap- 
peared in the caſe of Abram to be ex- 
tremely beautiful; ſince he had an ex- 
preſs promiſe from God, that he ſhould 
inherit the land of Canaan, and that be 
would make of him à great nation, and 
would bleſs him, and make his name great. 


Abram's kind conduct to Sarai, when ſhe 


complained, and probably with reaſon, 
of the behaviour of Hagar, was remark- 
able; fince the one was barren, and there 


was a proſpect of having a child by the 


other: Behold, thy maid is in thine hand, 
. it pleaſeth there. When a parti- 
ſon 
and 
natural affection to Iſhmael: O that 

| Iſhmael 


ar promiſe was made to Abram of a 
by Sarah, who ſhovld be called lee. 
be his heir, Abraham expreſſed his 
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TIſhmaech might live before thee | for that de- 
fire did not ariſe from any disbelief of the 
omiſe, wherewith 


at that time had 


day after his birth ; neicher the 


will command 
| hold afi 


hovah had communicated to Abraham 
3 
was touched with in t 
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humbleſt manner interceded with him, 
that he would ſpare the city for the ſake 
of the righteous, which might be iz it. 

When Abraham had receiv'd a com- 
mand 10 hearken to Sarah's voice, in de- 
ſring that Hagar and Iſhmael might be 


diſmiſſed, Abraham without delay exe» | 


cuted that order, notwithſtanding the 
8 he had to Iſhmael as his 
ſt- born, in ſuch a manner, as at once 
to let Hagar and Iſhmael ſee, that Iſaaa 
only was to be his heir; and to expreſs 
his own confidence in the former pro- 
miſe of God's protecting Iſhmael, and 
favouring him with an and 
r teeth avs ry A 
After God had thus train d up Abra- 
ham for a long time in his ſervice, by 
obliging him to perform inſtances of du- 
» which were attended with great dif- 
culties; he was pleaſed to try his obe- 
dience with a command to offer 3 


had eſtabliſhed his covenant; a trial 


which required the eleareſt and moſt 
of, and the 


unbias d mind to j 
firmeſt and eſt faith to attempt. 
It appears hy the event, that God did not 
intend that he ſhould actually offer him 


up; but when this was not known to 
Abraham (whatever conjecture that way 
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might ariſe in his mind in reaſoning up- 
on it) the injunction muſt be ſeen by him 
in ſuch a light, as to warrant every ſtep 
he took towards the accompliſhment of 
it, If Abraham had had a fon while 

he was in Ur of the Chaldees, and the 
God of glory at his firſt appearance had 
piven him a command to offer him up, 

might reaſonably have doubted, whe- 
ther he had evidence ſufficient to war- 


rant his compliance with ſuch an injun- | 


ion. From whence it ſeems to follow, 
that ſuch a command would not have 
been proper for the God of glory to have 


was without doubt widely different. A- 
braham had received the favour of ſe- 
veral ſuch appearances, and the promiſes, 
which were in that way made to him, he 


had found by the experience of at leaſt 


y to have been fulfiled; and ſince 
him to offer up Iſaac, in the fame man- 
ner as he had done, when he pro- 
miſed him (which promiſe tho made at 
1 in a 1 > wor ob he had 
no-reaſon to expect ſuch a ing, yet 
at the fixed period was accompliiticd) 
Abraham could not doubt, but that the 
command was from God. But, tho I 
doubt not but the luſtre or glory, which 
attended the appearance of Fehovah Elo- 


given at that time. The caſe before us 


-- 
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the Scripture-Revelations. 
him, was fo peculiar and diſtinguiſhing, as 
to leave no room for Abraham to fear 
deluſion; 


itis reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that he would 
have offered up his fervent -prayers to 
God, who had promiſed to be bis God, 
and who had frequently i ed for 
his protection, that he would prevent 
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yet if there ſhould have ariſen 
the leaſt ſuſpicion of it in his mind, 


his being deluded. And fince it was not 


likely, that jehovah would ſuffer his 
friend to be impoſed on by an evil ſpirit, 
in the appearance of an angel of light, 
and not interpoſe in his favour; Abra- 
ham could not but have ſeen it fit to re- 
jet ſuch a groundleſs fear. 
But ſome may ſay: There was no ne- 
ceſſity of an interpoſition in this caſe. 
Abraham might have known, that it could 


not be a command from God, ſince it 


was con to a general antecedent law 
of his: N % hederh mans blood, by man 
ſhall. his blood be ſhed : for in the image of 
God made he man. What is ao + 
the image of God is explained Gen, i. 26. 
And God ſaid: Let us make man in our 
image, and after our likeneſs, and let them 
have dominion over the fiſh exc. This 


prohibition then is founded upon the un- 


fitneſs. of depriving any one unjuſtly of 
the equal right. he 


with others, tao 


ule the inferior creatures to his own 14 
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fureand happineſs. If this difficulty ſprung 
up in the mind of Abraham, as probably 
it did; he ILY diſcern, that this 
was a t of power to iſtrates to 
ut ahi to a life of a one, who 
d taken away another's life without a 
forfeiture of it. Before this God had 
kept the puniſhment of murder in his 
own hand. And when the foundation 
of this law was laid in man's being made 
in the image of God, that is, in domi- 
nion over the lower creatures, which was 
a grant of divine favour ; he might ſee, 
that neither the law nor the reaſon of it 
were ſuch, as invariably obliged God, 
who only baniſhed Cain, but ſuffered 
no body to kill him; and who, in giving 
man dominion over the inferior creatures, 
did not part with his ſuperior right to 
diſpoſe of all the beings he had created. 
But it may be farther objected: That 
Abraham was under a natural obligation, 
ſince he had been the inſtrument of in- 
troducing Iſaac into life, to guard and 
protect him; and this natural obligation 
was prior to the command of ofring 
Him up: that Iſaac had done nothing 
to forfeit the inj nts of life, of which, 
had his father ſacrificed him, he would 
have been intirely deprived : and that 
Iſaac was not the property of Abraham, 
notwithſtanding he was his father ; and 
9 therefore 
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the Scripture-Revelations. 
therefore Iſaac might have rightfully re- 
ſiſted him. Herein, I lies the 
greateſt ſtrength of the objeions, which 
| — been — againſt this inſtance of 
Abraham's obedience. To all which I 
ſhall endeavour to make as ſatisfactory 
a reply, as I can. When it is ſaid, chat a 
father is under a natural obligation to 
guard and the life of his ſon, I 
would inquire: What we are to underſtand 
by — obligation ? If by this expreſ- 
ſion be meant the affection, which a pa- 
rent is obſerved to have to his offspring; 
this indeed diſcovers the wiſe g of 
the creator; but does not ſo much as ne- 
ceſſarily infer moral agency, fince we 
find it in beings which are mere agents. 
A moral capacity therefore, that is, a 
power to diſcern what is right, and fit, 
and reaſonable, is requiſite to any ob- 
— at all. A father then, ww 
moral agent, muſt ſee himſelf obli 
guard and protect his ſon; and c 
ther, n=, ＋ he was the inſtrument of 
bringing him into life. But is there no 
caſe, wherein ſuch an obligation may be 
2 ? May there not be in 
— — nm good and ſufficient 


preſervation may with equal reaſon be 
repreſented to be a natural obligation ; 
But ee chere not be ſuch circumſtances 


pur, 
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s for the contrary conduct? Self- 
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put, as to make it reaſonable for a man 


to recede from this prior obligation, and 
part with his life? The truth is, that 
the general rule for the conduct of a 
reaſonable being is always to act reaſo- 
nably; but the inſtances of reaſonable 
behaviour muſt be determined by a care» 
ful and honeſt r to the circum- 
ſtances which attend every caſe. It will 
be granted, that if Iſaac had forfeited his 
title to life, he would have had no claim 
to protection. And why? Becauſe ſuch 
protection would have injurious to 
the common happineſs. Good or evil 
to others then, it ſeems, has a conſide- 
rable weight in determining the nature 
of an action. Let us therefore ſuppoſe, 
that Abraham was not only convinced, 
that the command was from Jehovah; 
but alſo, that upon the cooleſt and moſt 
deliberate reflection on the circumſtances 
of the caſe, he diſcernd, that the good 
which would ariſe from his compliance 
would be greater, than the pain of his 
oyn doing it, or the evil which Iſaac 
conſenting to it would ſuſtain. The con- 
ſequence then would be, that Abraham 
would ſee the injunction not to be unſit, 
unreaſonable, and inconſiſtent, as a trial 
of his obedience. This muſt-have: been 
the caſe, whether we are capable of put- 
ing it in chis manner in a full and con- 


vincing 


Ra CN Ferrer 
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— 
a light or not, thro the ſhortneſs 
of the hiſtory which is tranſmited to us; 
ſince without ſuch a ſuppoſition the con- 
duct of Abraham in attempting it can- 
not be vindicated, and with it his be- 
haviour will appear reaſonable. Let us 
therefore try Whether the hiſtory, as 
ſnort as it is, will not lead us to a 
train of arguings that (all circumſtances 
conſidered) might reaſonably ſatisfy A- 
braham's mind and juſtify his procedure. 
When Jehovah appeared to Abram as 
EI Sbaddai, and commanded him to walk 
before him and be perfect, he made a co- 
venant with him, ſtiled Ax EVERLASTING 
COVENANT, upon theſe terms, as the father 
of a multitude of nations; and accord- 
ingly changed his name from Abram to 
py ham, in — as the father of the 
faithful, ALL THE FAMILIES OF THE 
EARTH " ſhould be bleſſed, promiſing all 
the land of Canaan for AN EVERLASTING 
POSSESSION, and 70 be their God. At the 
{ame time God promiſed him T/aac, and 
that in him this EVERLASTING COVENANT 
ſhould be eſtabliſhed. Iſbmael indeed 
was to be bleſſed, and made fruitful; but 
my covenant, ſais he, will I eftabliſh with 
Tjaac. And when Abraham was com- 
manded to hearken to Sarah, and to turn 
out Hagar and Iſhmael, it is added: For 


in Iſaac rl thy * be ca Theſe 
| things 
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12 ſzMinęs being obſerved; we may appre- 
— — to reaſon thus 1 
pearance, which gives this command to 
offer up Iſaac, is the ſame which pro- 
miſed him, and in the ſame eminent and 
diſtinguiſhed glory. I have had the ho- 
nour ſo frequently to converſe with Je- 
hovah, that I can't, I think, be miſta- 
ken. But ſtrange command ! Iſaac, my 
only ſon by Sarah, in whom Jebovab 
eftabliſhed his covenant, to be offered up! 
Surely then he muſt be raiſyd again; 
the faithfulneſs of God requires it, in his 
rſon the EVERLASTING COVENANT is 
ſettled. Well then a few moments pain 
to Iſaac will be repaid by his return to 
life, and the advantage of having a full 
confirmation of promiſed bleſſings. But 
Iſaac is not my property, he may reſiſt. 
True And what if he ſhould not con- 
ſent? That is not my province, I will 
leave this to the time, when Jehovah by 
a ſecond appearance ſhall mark out the 
lace of the offering; then will I tell 
im the matter, and wait the event. But 
why muſt this be done by my hand? the 


* 
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hand of a father? why muſt the painful 

act be performed by me? why muſt the = 

tender affection of a parent be thus ird 

tried? what can make this appear fit 72 

and reaſonable to be commanded ? I am . 
duo 


ſet up to be a pattern of duty and re- 
11 e | ward, 
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ward; in me ALL THE FAMILIES OF THE 
nanrn ad i te A If Thac be 
raiſed again (as certainly he muſt) will 
not that be of extenſive and univerſal 


uſefulneſs, in confirming the promiſe 


of a happy and perpetual life to the 


and thro me' to ALL THE FAMILIES OF 


THE EARTH, as walking before God and 


being perfect. Since then I am deſi 
to be a general example of that conduct, 
to which the promiſe of AN EVERLAST- 


ING POSSESSION is made, it cannot be un- 


fit to try my obedience in inſtances of 
duty, which have great difficulty attend- 
ing them ; and particularly in this, with 
which, tho with the reluctance of a fa- 
ther, I am reſolved to comply. The 
greatneſs of this inſtance of Abraham's 
. is in the general well repre- 
ented 


*The ſtory of Abraham 


reaſon 
appear that the uſage was ſo antient. They, who are 
firous to know what different authors ſay upon this ſubject, 
may conſult Sir Jahn Marfam, Le Clerc, Patrick,. 
Philo, Lib. De Abrahamo. 

* Hiſtoria Abrahami de ligatione Iſaaci 


doo magna fundamenta legis. Unum eſt, nobis 
Praecepit 


quouſque ſe extendit amor et timor Dei. 
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faithful? To me the reward is promiſed, 


An Ess AY for explaining 
« concerning binding Iſase includes two 
« great foundations of the law. One is, 
« to ſhew us how far the love and fear 
« of God extends itſelf. For there he 
% commanded that, with which the loſs 
of money, or of life itſelf, is not to 
« be compared; but which far ſurpaſſes - 
e all things that can be imagined ; nay 
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He tale quid, cum quo nec pecuniae, neque 2 
comparari poteſt; ſed quod omnia longe excedit et | 
quae excogitari poſſent; quinimo ad quod naturam incli- 
nare, et flecti poſle, cogitari nequit ; hoc videlicet ; Ut fit 
vir quidam, qui fummo prolis ſuſcipiendae tenetur deſi- 
derio, praedives, in ſumma authoritate conſtitutus, et ni- 
hil magis in votis habens, quam ut gens aliqua ex ſuo ſerine 
fit ſuperſtes, cui poſt omnem amiſſam in extrema 
ſenectute filius naſcatur, et qui, poſthabito omni aſſectu 
ac amore (qui ſane non niſi ſummus eſſe poteſt) 3 
timorem et amorem Dei, ad praeceptum ejus de filio illo 
ſuo dilecto ſtabiliendum, relinquat omnem, * in ipſo 
collocaverat, ſpem et expectationem, ac ad mactandum 
eum poſt trium dierum iter conſentiat. Hoc certe maxi- 
mum eſt. Nam ſi eo momento, cum mandatum accepit, 
facere id voluiſſet, fuiſſet actio turbulenta, praeceps, et 
inconſiderata; verum quod id ſacit poſt aliquot dierum ab 
accepto mandato ſpatium, inde colligitur, fuiſſe actionem 
conſideratam, mature deliberatam, et teſtimonium ac pro- 
bationem obedientiae, amoris, et timoris Dei, neque hic 
ad quicquam aliud, vel ad ullam aliam paſſionem reſpi- 
ciendum eſſe. Nam Abraham non feſtinavit occidere fi- 
hum ſuum ex pavore, aut terrore aliquo ipſi a Deo injecto, 
ne forte ipſe occideretur, vel ad paupertatem ab ipſo redi- 
geretur; ſed ut notum fieret 2 quidnam con- 
veniat facere propter amorem et timorem Dei, non pro- 
pter ſpem alicujus praemii, vel metum ficut mul. 


— 


* 
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tis in locis expoſuimus. Alterum eſt, docere, in rei 
veritate crediderint prophetae ea, quae ipſis per prophe- 

tiam a Deo oblata fuerunt. Mor, Nev. Fl cap. 24. 
Jo. | BT x. $ 40 
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* to which nature is reluctant, namely: 
That a man extremely defirous of an 
« offspring, very rich, and in great au- 
< thority, who had a ſon, after he had 
« abandoned all hope of an heir, in his 
old age, ſhould fo overcome his natu- 
ral affection to him (which could not 
<- but be exceeding gen) as to forego all 
© the expectations he had from him, 
« and conſent after a journey of three 
< days to ſlay this fon with his own 
hand. This ſurely is a thing extraor- 
<« dinarily great. For, if he had done 
« it that moment, when he was com- 
e manded, it might have been thought 
N po ſudden, and inconſiderate 
* act; but to do it ſo many days after 
d he had received the command, upon 
4 mature deliberation, was the higheſt 
proof of his obedience, and that this 
act proceeded from nothing but the 
«fear and love of God. For Abraham 
« did not haſten to flay his ſon from any 
« fear, leſt otherwiſe God ſhould have 
« flain him, or have reduced Ct 24 
dy: yerty ; but took time to conſider it, 
that all men might know what every 
* one ought to do thro the love and fear 
"« G ins ad binn 
Tho I have nat hitherto confidered 
Abram's behaviour, when not long after 
his coming into Canaan," a famine occa- 

* 1 ſioned 
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fioned his removal to Egypt, and the 
fear of being killed on the account of 
Sarai's beauty made him perſuade her 
to ſay that ſhe was his ſiſter ; which con- 
duct he likewiſe reſumed afterwards, when 
he went to the court of Paleſtine: yer 
becauſe many have in an aggravating 
manner blamed this management of ' A- 
bram, I ſhall now repreſent the ſtory in 
that light, and attended with thoſe cir- 
cumſtances, which appear to me proper 
to form a right judgment concerning it. 
Abram, it ſeems, when he was called to 
remove ftom his father's houſe, deſired 
Sarai to ſay of him, that he was her bro- 
ther to prevent his being flain for her 
ſake, if it ſhould be known he was her 
huſband. It appears then to have been 
a prudential conduct to ſecure his life, and 


the requeſt was only to conceal part of 


the truth, not to tell what was falſe. 
When Abram went to the court of Egypt, 
by reaſon of a famine which was in 
| the land of Canaan, and afterward to 
that of Gerar ; he renew'd this requeſt to 
Sarai, to paſs for his ſiſter (as indeed 
ſhe was) and not to ſay ſhe was his 
wife. This ſprung from a fear, leſt he 
ſhould be privately murdered on the ac- 
count of - Sarai's beauty; which he might 
be apprehenſive of from the vicious man- 
ners, that might probably be expected to 
51105 r 
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evail in idolatrous courts. And tho A- 
ram could not be inſenſible, that the pro- 
miſe which God had made to him, that 
the land of Canaan ſhould be given to 
his ſeed, was inconſiſtent with his being 
then kill'd; yet he did not know, but 
perſuading Sarai to ſay ſhe was his ſiſter 
might be the moſt proper, as well as an 
allowable method (for God had not gi- 
ven him any ſpecial direction) of pre- 
ſerving himſelf. By this conduct the 
courtiers would be taken off from any 
ſecret attempts upon his life. And not 
to mention the length of time, which 
in eaſtern courts was taken up to prepare 
a royal bride (if the cuſtom that was ob- 
ſerved in the time of Eſther ee 
then ') many excuſes, beſides difference 
of religion, which would without doubt 
gain a delay for ſome time, might be 
offered by Sarai, to pur off and defer com- 
plying with ſolicitations of marriage, till 
there ſhould be an opportunity of leaving 
Egypt, which Abram's dependance upon 
God might inſpire him with a firm ex- 
pectation of gaining. And Abram could 
not readily enter into an apprehenſion, 
that violence would be offered to his 


a 


tt. chap. i. 
| T 


| fiſter, 
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ſiſter. Pharach had hoſpitably ad- 
mited him and his retinue to ſojourn in 
bis country, and the laws of hoſpitality 


were then, as well as afterwards, re- 


garded as moſt facred *? He ——— 


n * _ Y 


1 06 Fs . Jie Bar "Jul 
Hint, Jud ud, L Viti. . [Anger Beep 906 Arabas ie 77 
-<-1"6 bt idem eſt, ac ſummum tenuit, vel copit. 
Vid. Cleric 


2 The hiſtory of Abram ſhews the early practice of ho- 


ſpitality, How facred the laws of . hoſpitality were then 


eſteemed, is evident from Lot's behaviour, Gen. xix. 7, etc. 
In following Ages the lame ſentiments prevailed. 
hominem, C. Verres, tanta tam inſigni injuria affeciſti ? 
quem hominem ? Dei immortales ! non dicam amicum 
= quod apud homines cariſſimum eſt; non hoſpitem, 
„ eſt, eto. Vid. Cie. in Verrem Orat. 
« XLV. ed. Graev. Is igitur non modo a te peri- 
culo 8 ſed etiam honore ampliſſimo ornatus, argut- 
tur domi te ſune interſicere voluiſſe; quod tu, niſi eum fu- 
Tiohſlimum judicas, ſuſpicari proſecto non potes. P 
omittam, cu 1 eleris fuerit, in conſpectu rome 
N necare hoſpitem, etc. 7d. Qrat. 
5. Quemcunque mortalium arcere tecto . — 
pro fortuna quiſque, apparatis epulis, excipit. 
rit, qui modo hoſpes fuerat, monſtrator bei a et 85 
mes, proximam domum non invitati adeunt: nec intereſt, 
pari humanitate accipiuntur. Vid. Tacit, De moribus Ger- 
nan. Hoſpites violare fas non putant. Qui quaque de 
cauſa ad eos venerunt, ab injuria prohibent, ſanctoſque 
habent z iis omnium domus patent, victuſque communi- 
catur. Caeſ. De bell. Gall. L. vi. c. 21. ed. Chir. 
Conveniebat autem facile ex moribus populi Romani pri- 
mum juxta parentes locum pupillos tenere debere, Al 


tutelaeque noſtrae creditos ; ſecum eos proximum locum 


elientes habere, qui ſeſe itidem in fidem et patrocinium 

noſtrum dediderunt; tum in tertio loco hoſpites 3 
ſtea eſſe cognatos affineſque. A. Gellius L. v. c. 13. 
uper Jovi Xenio ſacrifcabant, inter ſacrifcandum 

hac verborum formula uſi: #6 Aig PATHS ha ldr, it 
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only of lower Egypt, 
brated for plenty of _ and paſture 
(for in all of obabili ity Egypt at that time 


was governed by ſe princes 
and — ch bind pot eſſed 9 
fence ont ſtrength and riches.. But if vio- 
ſhould be offered, he an oF by 

the promiſe of God, to bleſs: them that 


which was cele- 


5 


bleſſed him, and curſe them that curſed 


þ -- that there would be an extraordi- 

fure; which accordingly 
Merry] rat times, and made 'Abra- 
4 remarkable, and diſtinguiſnhed 1 two 
courts. If however any ſhould yet ap- 
prehend, that this conduct of Abram Was 
in ſome blameable; it is to. be 
remembered, that tho his example of 
obedience was pecularly * yet 
it was not deſigned to be intirely com- 
plete and altogether faultleſs. 

Moreover, in Abraham we find ex- 
emplified proper incouragements, pro- 
miſes, and motives to a ſteddy and un- 
ſhaken truſt in the true and living God, 
and a fincere and conſtant obedience to 
his commands, whatever difficulty may 
attend the practice of any of them. To 
incourage Abram to leave his native place 
and relatives, to which it is macural to 


L Vid. Marfs, Can, Chron, 
— have 
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have a ſtrong affection, and go into a coun- 


trey, of which he had no knowledge, at a 


great diſtance, God gave him a promiſe, 
the full compaſs whereof was gradually by 


divine wiſdom and to be opened 


to him. I will make of thee a great nu. 
tion: and, I will bleſs thee and make thy 
name great, and thou ſhalt be a bleſſing : and 
T will bleſs them who bleſs thee, and curſe 
im who curſeth thee, and in thee ſhall 
ALL THE FAMILIES OF THE EARTH be 
bleſſed. When Abram, after the death of 
Bis father, left Charran in compliance 
with the divine command, and entering 
Canaan went to Sychem, and ſo to the 
plain or grove of Moreh, a rough and 
rce people living there, who deſcended 
from Canaan, and were not friendly to 
the poſterity of Shem ; to ſupport Abram 
God „ache and opened the general 
promiſe he had given him in Ur in one 
rticular: To thy ſeed will I give ibis 
land. The remarkable interpaſure of Je- 
hovah in favour of Abram, while he was 
at the courts of Egypt and Gerar, by in- 
flicting on them a terrible and miracu- 
lous diſtemper, and the manner in which 
it was removed, at leaſt from Gerar, hy 
his praying for them in the character of 
a prophet, could not but confirm to 
him that part of the divine promiſe: 


And thou ſbalt be 4 bleſſing, and 1 will 
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the Scripturc-Revelations, 
bleſs them. who bleſs thee, and curſe him 
ah curſeth thee, Upon the ſeparation 
of Lot from Abram, Jehovah, to com- 
fort Abram, ſhewed him in a viſion the 
land northward and ſouthward, eaſtward 
and weſtward, and added, To thee will 
I give it, and to thy ſeed for ever; and 
ordered him to walk thro it, as it were 
to take poſſeſſion of it. Tho the ſucceſs 
which Abram with his allies had gained 
over the four eaſtern princes, could not 
bur confirm his faith in the promiſe, that 
God would bleſs bim; yet a reflection upon 


their power, and the probability of their 


returning with freſh forces, and the im- 
3 which that would make upon 
his allies, who were neighbouring petty 
princes of Canaan, might occaſion in 
ſome degree a damp upon his ſpirits. 
God then revealed himſelf to him, and 

ve him aſſurance, that he would be 
2 ſhield, and exceeding great reward. 
When Abram at the ſame time thus 
humbly expoſtulated with God (refer- 
ing probably to that part of the promile, 
T will make of thee à great nation) what 
avail riches to me, and ſecurity in the 
poſſeſſing of them, fince I go childleſs, 
and Eleazer of Damaſcus, my ſteward, 
and born in my houſe, is mine heir ? God 
aſſured him, that a ſor of his own body 
ſnould be bis heir ; and in a viſion of ap 
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ſtars repreſented the numerouſneſs of his 
deſcendants; and by covenant ingaged to 
give to his natural ſeed the land, from the 
river of Egypt to the great river the river 
Euphrates: but added withal, that they 
ſhould be ſtrangers in a land not theirs, 
and be afflicted four hundred years, after 
which they ſhould return in the fourth 
generation with great ſubſtance ; but that 
Abram bimſelf ſhould go to bis fathers in 
peace, and be buried in a good old age. In the 
ninety ninth year of Abram Jehovah ap- 
peared to him, and as El Sbaddai com- 
manded him to walk before bim and be 
perfect; in which character he ſhould be 
the father of many nations, and ALL THE 
FAMILIES OF THE EARTH ſhould be bleſſed 
in him. Another covenant was ſettled, cal- 
led AN EVERLASTING COVENANT, in which 
| God engaged to be the God of Abraham, 
and of this bis ſeed. after him in their gene- 
| rations, and to give them all the land of 
| Canaan for AN EVERLASTING POSSESSION. 
| And now the firft promiſe of God to A- 
bram in Ur was fully opened in thar 
branch of it, which was moſt important 
and extenſive, namely: In thee ſhall Air 
THE .FAMILIES OF THE EARTH: be bleſſed. 
It is obſervable, that every illuſtration of 
this promiſe was deſigned either as a re- 
ward of ſome remarkable inſtances of 
Abraham's obedience, or an incourage- 
ment 


as fi aaa.  £A az- as OM fi os eas oa oc ac oc az . i 4... cqco=—qu 


OO AS wv +4 65 fr ff, fo, 4 od ws ox 


the Scripture-Reyelations, 
ment for his future adherence to the ſer- 


vice of the true God, when he was un- 
der the apprehenſion of conſiderable dan- 
ger or great difficulty. After Abraham 
had complied with the painful rite of 
eircumciſion in obedience to a divine 
command, Jehovah appeared to him in 
the plains of Mamre; and renewed the 
omiſe of a ſon by Sarah, and treated 
im as a friend, in opening to him his 
deſign of deſtroying Sodom and Gomor- 
rah. To reward the laſt and greateſt 
inſtance of Abraham's faith and obe- 
dience, namely the offering up his ſon 
Iſaac, Jehovah in the ſolemneſt manner 
by an oath confirmed to him all the bleſ- 
ſings, which before had only been pro- 
Thus I have repreſentd the moſt conſi- 
derable expreſſions of favour, that God 
ted to Abraham, to incou him 
to ſteddy faith and conſtant obedience; 
to which may be added the preſents, and 
fafe conduct of the king of Egypt; the 
favours his nephew Lot received for his 
ſake ; the promiſe that was made by an 
angel to Hagar, that her ſon by Abram, 
who ſhould be called 1Þmae/, ſhould 
become the anceſtor of a great people, 
and that twelve princes ſhould prin 
from him; the liberty which the king 
of Gerar gave to Abraham, beſides the 
55 Ti preſents 
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_* preſents he had made him, to live "with 
the utmoſt ſecurity in any part of his 
dominions, and his deſire of entring into 
a league of friendſhip with him, fince 
he was peculiarly favoured and protected 
by God; the alliances of ſeveral pe 
princes of Canaan ; the ſucceſs which 
attended Eleazer his ſteward, when he 
attempted; agreeably to his orders, a 
match between one of his own kindred, 
and his ſon Iſaac; and finally the _ 
which was paid him by the ſons of Heth, 
particularly by Ephron, when he pur- 
chaſed a burying-place. 1856 
A few remarks, which I apprehend 
roper, ſhall conclude this head. A rea- 
onable diſpoſition and behaviour in e 
circumſtance, which ariſes, is the de- 
fign of divine encod agements. Thus 
the favours and promiſes, which God 
granted to Abraham, were by him in- 
tended as means and motives for that 
- Agons As man therefore is a ſenſi- 
ble moral agent, happineſs, which de- 
nds on the will of God, cannot be an 
improper motive to produce in him a rea- 
ſonable temper and conduct. Nor is it 
a province unworthy of him, who is the 
wiſe and kind governour of the world, to 
proportion the incouragements of reli- 
gious virtue to the imperfection and tem- 
ptations of the preſent ſtate. And when 
* mankind 
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and the one true God deſigned in ſetting 


mankifid had run inte idolatry from the 
hope of obtaining good, ot eſca ing e- 
vil, by the influence of their falſe Gods, 


up Abraham as an example to cure that 
evil, and prevent its ſpreading ; nothing 
could be more proper, than that Abraham 
ſhould have remarkable protection and 
diſtinguiſhed favours. + 
The conſiderarion of the circum- 
ſtances, which attended the exhibiting 
this example, will make the wiſdom 
and goodneſs of God therein appear more 
conſpicuous. Tho the impreſſion, which 
the a nce of Jehovah in terrible 
majeſty had made at the diſperſion, ap- 
pears to have been worn out, by Terah's 
finking into ſome degrees of idolatry ; 
t, ſince Terah was cotemporary with 
eleg, in whoſe days the diviſion hap- 
pened, one hundred and eighteen years, 
the diſtance was not ſo great, but we 
may reaſonably apprehend, that the time 
of raiſing up Abram to be an example 
was proper to have given a check to ido- 
latry, and if it had been carefully con- 
fidered to have cured it. Beſides, when 
Terah was all his life coeval with Shem, 
one of Noah's ſons, from whom he him- 
ſelf deſcended, the earlieſt revelations 
might without difficulty be recovered, 
and certainly known, This pattern 
moreover 
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denly aroſe, and as ſoon diſappeared, but 


continued an hundred years; for Abram 
was ſeventy. five years old, when he 


came into Canaan, and died in his hun- 


dred and ſeverity. fifth Year. He was ex- 
hibited as an example to the deſcendants 
of Cham, among whom degeneracy took 
its riſe, and by whom it was unhappily 
ſpread. Egypt was peopled by Mizraim, 
a ſon of Cham, Caſluhim deſcended from 
Mizraim, from Caſſuhim came Philiſtim, 
and the ſeveral nations, which were . 
Canaanites, took their riſe from Canaan, 
another ſon of Cham. Abram's ſo- 
journing from one place to another, and 
his being remarkably favoured by Jeho- 
vah, wherever he went, and particularly 
at the courts of Egypt and Gerar, ren- 


dered his example more general, = 


made it with greater care be obſerved: 


To which Melchiſedek's bleſſing him 


(who was king of Salem, and eminent for 
his worſhiping —— true God, and the pra- 
Rice of righteouſneſs) in the preſence of 
the king of Sodom did not a little con- 
tribute. His family in conſequence was 
made up of perſons, who were of ſeveral 
nations. ;Eleazer his ſteward was of Da- 
maſcus, and —_ Sarah's handmaid was 
an E and 'tis not improbable 
that * ad m— in the one 84 


An ESBAT far explaining 


moreover was not as a light, that ſud- 
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God, might chooſe to live under his patri - 
archate. In a word, the influence of his 
example muſt have been wide and exten- 


five, hen beſides Canaan, which was pro- 


miſed to Iſaac his heir, Idumea and Ara- 
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bia petraea, deferta, and felix were in- 


| habited by ſuch, who deſcended from 


him by Hagar and Keturah. And God 


himſelf gives teſtimony to Abraham's care 
in inſtructing his children to keep the way 


- 


"Ain Lord, and to do juſtice and judgment. 


What effect his inſtructions had, appears 
in Job, and his friends ' who are intro- 


duced as converſing with him. 

From this hiſtory of Abraham we may 
colle& the wiſe and kind conſtitution of 
religion, which God early ſettled in him, 
of faith and obedience, attended with 
promiſes, which were confirmed by cove- 


nant and oath ; the promiſe of the land 


of Canaan to his natural feed, worſhip- 
ing the true and living God; and to his 
ſpiritual ſeed walking before God and 


being upright (of what nation or fami- 


lies ſoever) that of being their God, and 


of the EVERLASTING - POSSESSION, * This: 


conſtitution, which I call Abrabamic, is 


plain and ſimple, kind and gracious, wiſe 
and ſuited to the imperfect ſtate of man- 
kind, andof the greateſt compaſs and ex- 
tenſiveneſs; and therefore -fitly deſigned 


to continue and laſt. From whence it 
wy 4 U muſt 
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© muſt appear to all judicious perſons un- 
neceſſary to vindicate every action of the 
deſcendants of Abraham. And I might 
for that reaſon here finiſh theſe, remarks, 
But ſince light may be thrown upon ſome 
_ © of the following accounts, by repreſenting 
them cloathed with their proper circum- 
ſtances, and "uſeful reflections may be 
made upon the divine conduct; I ſhall 
proceed briefly to make ſome farther 
obſervations upon the remaining part of 
the hiſtory of Geneſis,  - 
It appears by what is tranſmited to 
| us of Iſaac, that he walked in the ſte 
| of his father Abraham; and received | 
| "Inſtances of favour from Jehovah, For 
when his faith and patience had been 
tried by the barreneſs of Rebekah for 
twenty years, the Lord was at laſt in- 
treated of him, and Rebekah conceived. A 
famine arifing in the land occaſioned. 
Ifaac to form a deſign of going into E- 
gypt ; but Fehovah appeared to him, and 
ſaid, Go not doum to Egypt, ſojourn in this 
land, and I will be with thee and bleſs thee : 
for unto thee and unto thy ſeed I will give 
all theſe countreys, and I will perform the 
bath which I fware unto Abraham thy fa- 
tber; and I will make thy ſeed to mui- 
tiply at the ſtars of heaven, and will give 
uno thy ſeed all theſe countries; and in 
thy ſeed ſhall ALL THE NATIONS OF THR 
er * EARTH | 


| 
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kakr be bleſſed. And to keep alive in 
Iſaac's mind, that the conſtitution was 


ſettled in Abraham, it follows: becauſe 
that Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept 
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my charge, my commandments, my ſtatutes, 


and my laws. poet 


And whereas ſome may wonder, thar, 
when Iſaac had an expreſs order not to 
go down to Egypt, but to ſojourn in Ge- 
rar, and a promiſe that God would be 
with him and bleſs him; he ſhould take 
the ſame conduct that Abraham had 
done before, and ſay, that Rebekah was 
his ſiſter: It is to be remarked, that the 
promiſe was expreſſed in general terms ; 
Iwill be with thee, and bleſs thee, unat- 
tended with any particular directions: 
and tho he was received by the grant of 
the king, probably as a gueſt; yet the 
men of the place, ſais the text, asked bim 
of his wife in ſuch a manner, as raiſed 


fear in him, left they ſhould kill him for 


Rebekah's ſake. And to the laſt part 
of the promiſe, which Jebovab then fa- 
voured Flac with, namely, I will make 
thy ſeed to multiply as the flars of heaven, 
and will give unto thy feed all theſe coun- 
tries, and in thy ſeed ſhall ALL Tas 
NATIONS OF THE EARTH be bleſſed, it is 
added: berauſe that Abraham obeyed 

voice, and kept my charge, my comma 


_ ments, my ſtatutes, * my laws, Hereby 
R298 $ 2 


Iſaac 
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Iſaac might be led to apprehend, eſpe- 
cially when he was under the impreſ- 
ſion of fear, that Abraham was no way 
blameable in that part of his conduct; 
and the rather, ſince it occaſioned ſuch . 
an interpoſure of the true God, as made 
him to be more regarded by two idola- 
trous courts. | TARA 

The extraordinary increaſe of Iſaac's 

ſſeſſions, while he dwelt in Gerar, 
raiſed the envy of the Philiſtines, and 
occaſioned their unkind uſage of him. 
And when he removed to Beerſheba, 
Jebovab appeared to him the ſame night, 
and ſaid, I am the God of Abraham thy 
father: fear not, for I am with thee;- and 
will bleſs thee, and multiply thy ſeed for my 
ſervant Abraham's ſake. And Ifaac build- 
ing there an altar called upon the, name 
of "Fehovah. The affection however 
which Iſaac had to Eſau, as the (elder 
ſon, and his intention to ſettle on him 
the ſpecial temporal bleſſing, which was 
intail'd on his family, implied weakneſs 
and -imperfe&tion. Eſau had loſt his 
claim to it as the firſt born, having for- 
feited it by marrying into the families 
of the idolatrous Canaanites. And it is 
probable that he himſelf might have 
practiſed idolatry, and in conſequence 
have been the occaſion of grief as well 
to Iſaac as Rebekah. But this muſt be 
2 4 4 regarded 
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regarded as frailty, and not ſuch op- 
poſition to the oracle, as would draw 
aſter it a forfeiture of the bleſſin 
which were promiſed to thoſe, who 
walked before God and were upright. 
Rebekah might keep to herſelf the ora- 
cle, till the twins were born, and her 
particular affection for Jacob diſcovered it- 
ſelf to Iſaac, which might occaſion ſome 
ſuſpicion in him, that ſhe might by 
her fondneſs to Jacob be byaſed in repre- 
ſenting the prediction; and the rather, 
becauſe he had no diſcovery of it made 
to himſelf to direct his conduct in that 
affair, which he might apprehend not 
unreaſonable, ſince he had received the 
favour of ſeveral appearances of Jehovah. 
It is however certain, that when Iſaac 
had given the bleſſing to Jacob, ſenſible 
that it was the deſign of God, how ill 
ſoever the method was by which it was 
obtained, he would not by the tears and 
intreaties of his ſon Eſau. be - prevailed 
with to revoke it. To the advantage 
then, which they among whom Abraham 
ſojourned had by his example for an 
hundred years, muſt be added the benefit 
of Iſaac's pattern for an hundred and five 
years more, who imitated the faith and 
obedience of his father; for ſo long 
he lived after Abraham's. death. The 
way which Jacob took by the advice of 
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his mother Rebekah to gain the bleſſing 
was unqueſtionably criminal, and can by 
no means be vindicated. The danger of 
being diſcovered by his father, and of 
drawing in conſequence a curſe inſtead 


of a bleſſing, indeed awakened his fear. 


But Rebekah replied: Upon me be thy 
curſe; And probably ſhe uſed other ar- 
guments to prevail with him, as Eſau's 
felling him his birthright, and forfeiting 
the blefling by marrying with the people 


of Canaan ; the perſpicuity of the oracle 


in his own favour, The 'elder ſhall ſerve 


the younger; and the reſolution of Iſaac 


to give the bleſſing to Eſau, which was 
ſo ſoon to be executed, as would admit 
of no delay. To all which ſhe might 


add the authority of a mother. Rebekah 


ſucceeded, and Jacob complied with her 
directions. It is not unlikely indeed, that 
Jacob in his hurry at that time might not 
attend to all the inſtances of falſhood, in 
which the part he was to act by the 
advice of his mother would una voidably 
involve him; but he could not but 
know, for he was then ſeventy ſeven 
years of age, that his ſaying to his father 
was Eſau his firſt-born, that he had 
done what he commanded him, and that 
the Lord had brought veniſon to him, 
muſt draw upon him the guilt of many 
untruths, expreſſed with a deſign to de- 
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ceive his aged father. To ſay that Ja- 


cob and his mother were pofleſſed with 
the opinion, that they might impoſe 


upon Iſaac for the good of his family, 


will not much mend the matter. Be- 


ſides, tho Iſaac confirmed the bleſſing to 


Jacob, yet he expreſly declared that Ja- 


cob had obtained it by ſubtlety and de- 


ceit. Accordingly we find great diſtreſs 


immediately attending him, for his bro- 
ther formed a deſign to kill him. To 
prevent which Rebekah, with the conſent 


of Iſaac, ſent him to Padan-aram. His 


fear of Eſau made him go almoſt unat- 
tended, and in a manner unbecoming the 


heir of the family, notwithſtanding his 


deſign was to take a wife thence. While 
Jacob was thus taking his flight from 
Canaan, like an exile, he could not but 
reflect upon his criminal conduct with 
the deepeſt concern; tho his father's 
confirming to him the bleſſing in- 
ſpired him with hope, and ingaged his 
dependance on divine providence. In 
this variety of thoughts Jacob laid him- 
ſelf down to ſleep, and was favoured 


with a repreſentation extremely proper 
to his circumſtance, and a viſion of e- 


hovah, tho in a dream, who ſaid: I am 
the Lord God of Abraham thy father, and 


tbe God of Iſaac, the land whereon thou. 


lieſt, to thee will I give it, and to thy ſeed; 
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ſand bebold I am with thee, and will keep 
thee in all places whither' thou goeft; and 
will bring _ow - ra * this land. This 
appearance of Jebovab in glory, giving 
Jacob ae of the bleſſing, Les 
God of Abraham, and of Iſaac, pretty 
nearly in the ſame words which his fa- 
ther uſed; when he confirmed it to him, 

Was attended with ſuch evidence, as 

would leave no room for Jacob to doubt, 

and was on ſeveral accounts very ſeaſon- 
able. It was an incouragement to him, 
who was going to one branch of Abra- 
ham's family, which had fallen into ſome 
degrees of idolatry, to worſhip and ſerve 
there Jebovab alone, the God of his fa- 
thers, and the creator and governour of 
the world. Hereby his mind, which was 

Juſt before oppreſſed with gloomy re- 
flections, was conſiderably cheared, as is 
evident from his conduct after he roſe 
up; for he erected a pillar of the ſtone 
he had lain upon, poured oil on the 
top of it, called the name of the place 
Bethel, and vowed a tenth of all that 
God ſhould give him upon his return. 
And ſuch a diſſipation of his melancholy, 
and aſſurance of the divine favour; were 
highly requiſite to influence him to a ſui- 
table behaviour under circumſtances of 
diſtreſs, which afterwards would ariſe. 
When Jacob had convineed Laban "= 
a is 
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his arrival at Padan-aram, that he was 
his ſiſter's ſon, he found himſelf in ſuch 
circumſtances, as that there was no o- 
ther way for him to gain Rachel, than 
by entring into Laban's ſervice for ſeven 
years. This could not but be diſcerned by 
2 to be the effect of his ſudden flight 
his brother Eſau; and ſince that 
was the conſequence of his obtaining the 
bleſſing in a criminal manner, he could 
not but have thereby a lively ſenſe of it 
preſerved in his mind. When jacob 
firſt began his ſeven years ſervice with 
Laban, he was about ſeventy eight years 
of age. And when upon the expiration 
of them he demanded Rachel, and La- 
ban impoſed Leah upon him in ſtead of 
ber, ſuch impoſition could not but bring 
into his mind the ſad remembrance of his 
oven guilt in deceiving his father. Ja- 
cob ſerved Laban ſeven other years for 
Rachel, whom he look d upon as his 
wife, tho out of tenderneſs to Leah he 
would not put her away. Jacob's faith 
and patience were afterwards tried by 
the barreneſs of Rachel for near ſeven 
years; after which ſhe had a ſon, whom 
ſhe named Joſeph, in firm confidence that 
ſhe ſhould have another. When the 
fourteen years ſervice was ended, Jacob 
thought of returning to his own coun- 
try, and opened his mind to 1 * 
Ty | ut 
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But Laban intreated him to tarry, ſince 
he had found by experience, that the 
Lord had bleſſed him for his ſake. Ja- 
cob conſented upon terms which Laban 
readily agreed to, tho he changed them 
afterward ten times. In every alteration 
ſucceſs attended Jacob, and the int 
ſure of God for his proſperity thereby 
appeared more conſpicuous. Laban there- 
fore and his ſons grew envious, and Ja- 
cob was forced to go away ſecretly at the 
end of ſix more years. Thus he ſerved 
Laban, who was extremely covetous, four- 
teen years of the prime of his life for 
his two daughters, by whom and their 
handmaids he had a numerous family un- 
provided for. And tho Laban himſelf 
was convinced, that his proſperity was 
owing to jacob, he was cruel and in- 
human, exacting of him what was torn 
of beaſts, or ſtolen by day or by night; 
and in the remaining ſix years of his ſer- 
vice varied the agreement ten times. The 
continuance of jacob however with La- 
ban twenty years, in whoſe family ſome 
degrees of idolatry prevailed, was highly 
proper to carry on and promote the de- 
ſign of God to prevent or cure idolatry, 
by raiſing up Abraham and his family, 
and diſtinguiſhing them as worſhipers 
of himſelf alone by his peculiar favours. 
Laban had but little before Jacob came ; 
N an 


the Scripture · Revelations. 299 
and it is probable that the family had 
leſs ſucceſs, after they had practiſed in- 
dolatry, in the degree they did. When 
Jacob came, Laban remarkably increaſed, 
and the Lord bleſſed bim for his ſake. This 
evidently proved, that Jacob had pre- 
ſerved himſelf from the undue mixtures 
in the worſhip of God, which had crept. 
into Laban's family; and might, if it 
had been attended to, have recovered La- 
ban to the like worſhip. While the 
wiſe and kind deſign of God to prevent 
or cure idolatry. was carrying on in the 
example of jacob at Padan-aram, the 
ſame was promoted at Canaan by the 
eminent pattern of his father Iſaac. 
Moreover the extraordinary interpoſi- 
tion of God by a dream to Laban, to 
prevent his doing any miſchief to Ja- 
cob; and the appearance of an hoſt of 
angels to Jacob, to aſſure him that he 
ſhould be protected from the reſentment 
of his 1 cx farther confirmed by the 
ſucceſs, which was indulged to him in 
wreſtling with the angel ( ſince theſe 
were favours granted to Jacob, as he was 
a ſincere worſhiper of the true God) did 
not a little contribute to this defign. 
When Jacob had viſited his father, he 
left him, and ſojourned in other parts 
of Canaan, by which their examples be- 
came more extenſively uſeful. _ 

Joſeph 


300 An ESS AN for explaining 
Jloſeph gave early diſcoveries of piety, 
and was favoured with divine dreams, 
which at once excited both the regard 


and affection of his father, and the ha- 


tred and envy of his brethren who fold 
him into Egypt at ſeventeen years of age. 
When Potiphar, whoſe ſervant he was, 
ſaw that the Lord was with him, and 
made all that he did proſper in his hand, 
he appointed · him overſeer in his houſe, 
and over all that he had; and from that 
time the bleſſing of the Lord was upon 
all that he had in the houſe, and in the 
field, for Joſeph's ſake, who worſhiped 
alone the true God. When from a falſe 
accuſation of his miſtreſs Joſeph was put 
into priſon, the keeper of the priſon 
ſeeing that the Lord was with him com- 
mited all the priſoners, who were in 
cuſtody, to his care. For ſome crime 
the butler and baker of the king of Egypt 
were put in ward, where Joſeph was, 
and each of them dreamed a- dream, 
which appeared to have a reference to 
themſelves. This made them extremely 
melancholy, ſince under their | preſent 
confinement they could not have an inter- 
preter ; when Joſeph reminding them 
that interpretations belonged to God, told 
them their dreams; and deſired the cup- 
bearer to remember him, when he was 
reſtored to the favour of his 322 

| OW - 
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however forgot him two years, till Pha- 
raoh dreamed a dream, which none of 
the magicians and wiſe men of Egypt 
could interpret; and then he acquainted 
Pharaoh with the skill of Joſeph, who 
ſent for him, and related to him his 
dream. Upon this Joſeph, who was a 
worſhiper of the true God alone, care- 
fully afcribed the ability of interpretation 
to him only: It is not in me: God ſball 
give Pharaoh an anſwer of peace. And 
he added, after he had interpreted the. 
dream: God hath ſhewed Pharaoh, what © 
be is about to do. Then Joſeph, who 
was a branch of Abraham's family, emi- 
nent for early piety, and a remarkable 
inſtance of peculiar favour expreſſed 
to him as worſhiping the true God 
only, was advanced to be Lord over all 
Egypt under king Pharaoh, and look'd 
t upon as a ſaviour there, and the deliverer 
k of all the countries around. The fitneſs 
„of this method to recover the Egyptians 
o I from fuperſtition and idolatry, which at 
chat time greatly prevailed among them, 

t MW cannot. but be diſcerned with eaſe by 
every attentive and conſiderate perſon. 
n To which we may add, the deſcent of 
d jacob into Egypt, where he lived at Go- 
)- ſhen ſeventeen years with his family, ſe- 
as parate from the Egyptians, and attended 
le with peculiar proſperity; as a reward for 

{Gb Wor- 
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terwards 


362 An ESS AT for explaming 
8 N of the true God. When he af- 


ied, and was buried in Mach- 
lah; the yore where he was intered, 
the pomp of the proceſſion, and the re- 


markable grief which was expreſſed, 
_ "were circumſtances pr 


r to excite in- 


iry and regard. It is farther to be ob- 


"ſerved, that Jacob lived after Iſaac his 


father twenty ſeven years. | 
I have omited to take notice, that fre- 
quently the younger brother was prefered 


to the elder, and the deſire of Jacob and 


Joſeph to be buried with their fathers, to 
expreſs their firm belief of the promiſes ; 


| becauſe I would repreſent the defign of 


God in 2 the family of Abraham 


to prevent or redreſs idolatry in one intire 


and uninterrupted view. And I ſhall 
now put an end to theſe remarks by ob- 
ſerving only, that Abraham died without 
any poſſeſſion in the land of Canaan, tho 
it was promiſed to him and his ſeed ; 
as did alſo Iſaac, while probably Iſhmael 
became the head of a great nation. And 
tho Jacob made a purchaſe, yet it was 
only of a parcel of a field amounting to 
no more than an hundred ſhekels, and no 
way proportioned to the promiſe of the 
land of Canaan; while Eſau had large 
poſſeſſions in Seir, and from him de- 
ſcended dukes. Hereby the patriarchs 
could not but be led to believe, that 
n there 
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there would be a reſurrection to a perpe- 
tual happy life; ſince otherwiſe that pro- 
miſe made to each of them would be 
unaccompliſhed, namely: I will efta- 
bliſh my, covenant between me and thee, and 
thy. feed after. thee in their generations, 

FOR AN . EVERLASTING | COVENANT, fo be 
4 God unto thee, and to thy feed after thee. 
And I will give unto thee, and thy ſeed 
after thee, the land wherein thou art a 
ranger, all the land of Canaan ro AN. 
VERLASTING POSSESSION 3 and J will be 
their Gad. | | 
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by 
removed, cannot but be looked upon as 


an attempt proper for thoſe, who under- 
take to vindicate the revelations of ſcri- 


pture. 
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gives us, of the fall of the firſt pair 
means of the ſerpent in ſuch a light, 
as to have all apparent inconſiſtences 


Whether the ſtory is to be underſtood 


allegorically, or literally: and if literally, 


whether the dialogue is to be taken as 
real; or whether Eve's reaſoning upon 
the fact of a ſerpent's eating of the pro- 


hibited fruit, and not dying, be not re- 


preſented in a way of dialogue after the 


eaſtern manner: whether an evil and 
apoſtate ſpirit was concerned in it, and 


HK fo, whether he made uſe of a real ſer- 
pent, as the inſtrument; or whether he 


put on the appearance only of a ſerpent: 
and whether it can be made to appear, 
8 that 


o ſet che hiſtory, which Moſes 
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F canary wh che Ideas 


we have of the kind and wiſe governour 
of the world, to ſuffer ſuch a tempter to 


| addreſs his innocent and vnexperienced 


creatures: .: theſe are difficulties, - which 
muſt be carefully attended to by any, 
who ſhall make the attempt. 
Man of the antient and modern writers 


have underſtood this part of the hiſtory al- 


ly. Maimonides in ſome. A 
of his Moreh Nevechim ſeems to be of 
is opinion, tho in others he appears to 


© differ, Philo allegoriſes it largely; 


and ſais in particular, that the ſerpent is 
« ſymbol 'of pleafure: which by no 
means can agree to the manner, in which 
Moſes introduces the relation of the fall 
by faying, that the ſerpent was the moſt 
ſubtle of the beaſts of the field. The 
t objection which lies againſt the 


allegorical ſenſe is, that it quite alters 


the character of the writer, who appears 
to- be a judicious, and exact hiftorian ; 
whereas he may be juſtly eſteemed a 


moſt inaccurate one, if in the middle of 
an hiſtory he has inferred allegories, 
nr when — — no Inrimarian 
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Others d e n more eblbur bf 
" el tell us, —_ it ĩs to be under to 


Hrerdlly; but then they art at à loſs tb 


account- for che dialogue between the 
ſerpent and Ee, and only ſay, that 

was the eaſtern cuſtom e facts 
in this manger. Of this opition fe 
aaasc who denies chat the 
ſerpent cod have any diſcourſe wick 
Wert and maintains, ere g the dis 
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vitae tuae, indicare v tur, ſerpentem 
arboris Hevam fefellifle'; et quia ex Fa 


arbore Seer ad terrae ſucebs 
eee ene da, wen en dene 
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amaze . 
thera th nor any a Sorter el, 
t on the contrary rather greater luſtre, 
Tonetuded; that the tree Was good for 
food, and that ſhe might ſafely eat of it; 
We. when ſhe aw. it was, beautiful and 
1 . ok. the fruit 
eat. erc a 
"Nas the ſenſe of theſe. Te 7 
ball. be-as Gods, cannot be drawn from 
action of the ſerpent, and that . 
12 is not , perk, 
wack may be replied, . 


eatl the for- 

1 e. er 1 Ha ban Gi that 
be inereaſed in 1 and — 98885 
Bie instances of greater ſagacity.; Eve 
might e 13 inter, fince this Creature 

o Len and yet by cat 
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in, ou become 25 mn 

d the preſence of the. Lord, 52 
And that the ſerpent after eating o the 
fruit ſeemed to be improved, 3 xdent 
Hom thoſe wards: K ben the woman — 
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the firſt of "Genefis, Ani 
there Be J e, Let the earth 3 
ral Cc. are not ſufficient to ſu 

775 6, that God hath” 2255 ye 

1 77 tree of of the garde en? hh che 
opinion * the beſt critics in the Hebrew 
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when a particle of n 


Fon by no means Sa 
way of interpretation, but grea greatly - 
yours the opinion of a real dial Not 

to inſiſt on the ſentiment of biſhop Pa 
52 Who tells us, „ that this manner 
© of... expreſſion, Na, hath G aid? 
„ eck lik the bee abi 
ebe, but che conelpfion; 
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but by reaſon of the devil, Pirke R. Ekiexar, ch. 13; 
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oy Ani. frag 
apprehend either that he made uſe ofa 
tmtue ſerpent, or put on ſuch an appear- 
B., ce only. If the e eee 
meaning of che ſentener may be gixen 
ER — it is in che Eſſaßx in he following 
= phraſe: Aud the. Lord (God. fard, 10 
= be. ſerpent, Becauſe. thau' haſt done this, 
D a be tbeu (who in the appearance 
-. of aſerpenic haſt beguiled Fe. wry | 
abe all cattel, and above eve 
the, field. And tho a little hl 1 8 
the form of a ſhining and ere ſerpent 
thou didſt inſnuate to her, that eating 
of the-forbiden fruit had not only — 
proved thy luſtre, but thy knowled 
and that if ſh& would eat of it, 
ſhould be advanced, and become as = 
Elobim, and thereby didſt ſucceed in thy 
- attempt: yet I will abaſe | thee — 
her, and in her preſence ſbalt tbas 
thy belly, and duſt ſhalt thou eat all the 
days, that thou ſhalt live in this figure, 
wherein at preſent I derain thee. If che 
former be admited, and the devil: made 
uſe of areal ſerpent, which was ere& and 
ſhining, as an inſtrument ;. then that part 
| wm pe 5 duſt * rbou eat 
* all the days of thy life. may interpreted, 
food mingled w Ng n chou cat 
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ail the days thou ſhalt lire, to whom 
— ſpirit is now confined by 
b Elabim,. If the ing of that 


ir ſubſerved the views of n ne 
Ment. I, 2 Ni 
The chief objedtion, which lies as 
gaipft this way of interpreting the 
of the fa, as indeed 


of the devil, is, that fuch interpretations 
do not appear fo conſiſtent with the ideas 
we have of a kind, wife, and powerful 
governor z eſpecially if the a 
tit, ————— addreſs his tem-. 
ptation to une xperienced tho innocent creds 
tures, fell from a higher ſtate of knows 
ledge and happineſs, and in a different 
- of the creation of Gd. 

I would to this in general that 
it-is the provace of Go as moral go- 
vernor of rhe world, who has the dis 
tection and controul of every creature, to 
prevent any ſuch addreſs to be made tonn 
innocent moral 
be diſcerned and overcome. Such views 
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lerpent from exc& to groveli »(houldbe 
thought by any to be incongruous; fince the 
ſerpent could not be criminal; let ſuch res 
member, that the continuance uf the ſers 
pent in any degree of pleaſure was the 
giſt of God, and that — abaſement f 


the character of God as'# mDοral gover 
nor, muſt be 
in che 


j When: the devi 
— and trect 
told the woman, that if ſhe eat of 
1 ſhe ſhould not die; ſhe could 

not but know, that thoſe words caried 
"Jag them à flat contradiction to an 
reſtraint, that not long before the Lord 

God had laid upon her and Adam not to 

by Andi he app hended, that the im- 
| ements, which the ſerpent ſeemed to 
ting — 2 the might na>. 
cho that fruit ſhould be good for food 
to ocher — te ſince it was clear“ 


— prohibired to her upon 
— 0 Fdeach, it Kory: re 
deadly and fatal to her... ol wn 
But to give a more particu 

to this difficulty I would remark, that 
..the:Preſence of Jebovab Elabim was at 
Ended with Angels, who were under chi 
direction. This is undeniably clear from 
the, Lord God's placing at the "eaſt of 
the a Ch upon the expulſion: of the 
. Cherubim and a flaming ſ ſword 

which turned, every Way to guard.” 
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ĩaſtructicm and reſtraint to her unneteſ· 
ſary» This might be the firſt overt- act 
af the apoſtacy of Sammael, or the devil. 
There ate but two places, wherein the fall 
of the Angels and u followed upom it 
are deſcribed; and we ſhall and upbnada 
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in ſubjection to the reſence, with which 
were not . wag 
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—— in. which Sammael temipted 
Eve by repreſenting, chat if ſhe/ would 
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— Wag created, Few are in cher 
and that are in earth, wi vi/ible and 1 
Ble, whether Her be thrones, or r 
u principalities, or powers,” ete 
— 4 in Low to be ſubjet to principali- 
ties, and powers. According to this in- 
terpretation the apoſtle Jude not only 
repreſents the fall of the angels, but the 
occaſion of their apoſtacy, 23 their 
diſlike of the degree of power they had 
in ſubjection to the Preſence. This is 
tly favoured by the following words: 


It their own habitation. A word 


nearly allied to that, which is here uſed 
by Jud is made uſe of by S. Paul: 

alfe are builded for 
an babication 277 God through the Spi. 
Fit”; refering to the temple; wherein 
was the Shecinab or the Preſence. 80 
in the prophet Jeremy: Ti berg A Pro- 
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ed by the words which follow: 
el reſerved e 5 yrs under 

neſs, unto the ju ment 0 the gre 
day. 11 we fuppoſe theſe angels — 
they fell to be with the Preſence in 
Paradiſe, which was attended with inex- 
preſible brightneſs and, glory ; no phraſe 


could be more proper, than that which 
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them. in everlaſting chains under derk- 
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